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 
Abstract 
  This thesis argues that the witch trial of Zug, Switzerland, held between August of 1737 
and January of 1738 provides a window into the world and spatial conceptualizations of lower-
status Catholic women living in eighteenth-century Switzerland. Through the examination of the 
accounts of the accused, the realities and fantasies held by these women are laid bare in the 
narratives of witchcraft they constructed, informing their interactions with the world around 
them. The marginal spaces of the Canton of Zug and the broader Swiss context were the 
backdrop to localized and broader diabolical concepts of witchcraft. Geographic information 
systems (GIS) databases and maps of the accused’s worlds as demonstrated through the trial 
record were created, allowing for the visualization of the records. These maps demonstrate that 
the boundaries of these women’s worlds were intrinsically tied to their regional Catholic 
identities, forming the basis of their interactions with the world around them.   
iii 
 
Table of Contents 
 
Abstract ........................................................................................................................................... ii 
Table of Contents ........................................................................................................................... iii 
Table of Figures ............................................................................................................................. iv 
Acknowledgements ......................................................................................................................... v 
Introduction ..................................................................................................................................... 1 
Concerning Witches .................................................................................................................... 9 
Dramatis Personae of the 1737 Trial ........................................................................................ 15 
Historiography .......................................................................................................................... 18 
Structure of Thesis .................................................................................................................... 30 
Chapter One: Place, Space, and Zug as it was in 1737 ................................................................. 32 
On Space and Place ................................................................................................................... 33 
The World of the Witches ......................................................................................................... 38 
A Brief History of Zug to 1737................................................................................................. 47 
The Age of Witch Trials in Zug ................................................................................................ 58 
Conclusion ................................................................................................................................ 61 
Chapter Two: Witchcraft and Fear at the Border .......................................................................... 63 
Beyond the Borders of the Subliminal ...................................................................................... 65 
The Enemy Within: Marginal Places of Zug ............................................................................ 71 
The Enemy at the Gates: Terror Beyond Zug’s Borders .......................................................... 88 
Conclusion ................................................................................................................................ 98 
Chapter Three: The Mapping of an Eighteenth-Century Woman’s Cosmos .............................. 100 
“Gistory” and Archival Source Mapping ................................................................................ 103 
Methodology for the 1737 Trial Exploration .......................................................................... 105 
Mapping Fantasy, Reality, and the World Between ............................................................... 108 
Conclusion .............................................................................................................................. 129 
Conclusion .................................................................................................................................. 131 
Bibliography ............................................................................................................................... 138 
 
   
iv 
 
Table of Figures 
Figure 1: Zug and the Modern Swiss Cantons ............................................................................... vi 
Figure 2: The Geygerkate of 1667 ................................................................................................ 40 
Figure 3: Settlements of the Canton of Zug .................................................................................. 42 
Figure 4: Religious Divisions of the Old Confederacy During the Seventeenth and Eighteenth 
Centuries ....................................................................................................................................... 56 
Figure 5: Witchcraft accusations brought to trial in the Canton of Zug per annum ..................... 59 
Figure 6: Place Mentions in the Canton of Zug .......................................................................... 114 
Figure 7: Place Mentions in Switzerland .................................................................................... 118 
Figure 8: Place Mentions by Confession .................................................................................... 123 
Figure 9: Place Mentions in Europe............................................................................................ 126 
   
v 
 
Acknowledgements 
The odyssey of writing this thesis, like all great things in life, was not a solo endeavour, 
but reliant on countless people whose varying levels and angles of assistance made this work 
possible. Despite being tied to the worlds and words of those dead for centuries, each 
contribution to this thesis and to my life during the time of its writing has helped breathe life into 
its creation. My unending thanks extend to the following people for all that they have brought to 
my life. 
First, thanks must go to my family. To my parents, Brian and Deanna Larsen, for not 
feeding me to wolves or selling me to the circus. Wolves and circus elephants would have been 
far less encouraging and supportive of all academic and personal pursuits. The constant 
encouragement over the course of my entire life to simply do my best, regardless of what my 
best looked like, served as the foundation for all of my achievements both within and without the 
academic world. To my brother, Christopher Larsen, who has put many games of Legion on hold 
to allow me to finish this thesis. To my grandmother, Elaine Comish, whose love of travel 
inspired me and allowed me to find myself in Zug for the first time in 2013. To the memory of 
my grandfather, Lloyd Comish, whose love of history was infectious from my preschool years 
onward, setting forth the path that I find myself standing upon today. 
  The Beatles may have gotten by with a little help from their friends, but I only got by 
with a lot of help from mine. My thanks go to Milan Hecimovic and Anthony Tumbarello, who 
as both friends and research assistants have gotten me through both my darkest days and my 
finest hours. To Marta Łoboda, for the unparalleled support often from an ocean away. My 
sincerest thanks go to Jana Arnold for sitting in front of me and putting up with me in French 12 
and then directing me to the trials of her hometown, and to Kurt and Maria Arnold for hosting 
me when my path found its way to Zug. To the numerous other friends who have taken the time 
to help me grow as a person, whether it is in a university classroom or on the peak of a mountain. 
Every single day I have grown as a learner and as a human being thanks to my interactions with 
the wonderful people with whom I have been fortunate enough to share my time. 
  I offer my thanks to the staff of the Staatsarchiv Zug, who have allowed me to work with 
these precious windows to the past and have provided assistance whenever I have required it. My 
gratitude goes to the incredible faculty at the University of Northern British Columbia, in 
particular the Department of History and the Department of Geography, who have expanded my 
horizons from the moment I stepped onto UNBC’s beautiful campus, here on the unceded 
territory of the Lheidli T’enneh. On my first day at UNBC, I was only a year older than 
Katharina Kalbacher was when she stood before the Ammann and Stadtrat of Zug, a seventeen-
year-old child who thought he knew everything about the world. Since then, it is through the 
incredible guidance of the UNBC faculty that I have grown beyond the boy I was when I began. 
To my committee, Dr. Catherine Nolin and Dr. Jacqueline Holler from UNBC, and Dr. Sara 
Beam from the University of Victoria, I offer my sincerest thanks. Lastly, to my supervisor, Dr. 
Dana Wessell Lightfoot, who saw promise in a young man who did not even realize he was lost, 
thank you.   
vi 
 
 
     
Figure 1: Zug and the Modern Swiss Cantons. Map by Arno-nl, Wikimedia. 
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 
Introduction 
  As the sun rose over the Zugerberg1 on December 16, 1737, sixteen-year-old Katharina 
Kalbacher knew she was going to die.2 Her final night had been spent in a tiny wooden cell, not 
large enough for her to even stand, in the darkness of the Chaibenturm, the medieval tower 
standing beside the calm waters of the Zugersee, the lake that forms the heart of the Canton of 
Zug. If she had a window, Katharina may have looked out onto the two streets of Zug’s Altstadt, 
toward the Rathus where her fate was sealed in the dramatic climax of her trial, and to the 
boundaries of the Altstadt marked by the blue-and-white roofed clocktower Zytturm. Perhaps, if 
the day was clear, she may have seen the first peaks of the Swiss Alps, Pilatus and Rigi, towering 
over the horizon, covered in the early winter snow. Under Pilatus’s shadow in the town of 
Luzern, her luck had run out just days before when the local authorities sent her back to Zug to 
be executed.3 In the pitch black of her cell, Katharina may have heard the bells of St. Oswald 
Church and the Liebfrauenkapelle, counting down the hours until her death. 
When the time came, Katharina was escorted from her cell and into a waiting cart. 
Following the same path as the six women who had preceded her over the five-month course of 
her trial, Katharina was branded at the door of the Chaibenturm, in front of the Rathus, and at the 
city’s northern gate, then taken beyond the fifteenth-century walls that still encircled the city.4 
There, a crowd watched the most reviled young woman in the city of Zug being escorted to her 
doom. Beyond the city, her path took her into the encircling farmland in the cool winter air, 
looping around the northeastern shores of the Zugersee. To her right were the rolling hills of the 
                                                 
1 The Zugerberg is the low mountain to Zug’s east, upon whose western slopes the city is built. 
2 Staatsarchiv Zug (StAZG) A 105/6, fol. 1-231. 
3 Phillipe Bart, “Zwischen Gott und Teuffel: zur alltagsgeschichtlichen Relevanz der Zuger Hexenprozessakten von 
1737-1738” (Seminararbeit, Universität Zürich, 2002), 10. 
4 StAZG A 105/6, fol. 231B. 
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 
Canton of Zug, with its pastures and cherry farms, blighted by the Meilacher forest, an ancient 
oak stand steeped in legend and fear. Here at the borders of the dark forest and the rolling 
farmland, between reality and fantasy, Katharina and so many others had danced with the Devil 
and sworn to renounce Christ, poison livestock, and conjure storms. It was at the border of this 
forest, beyond the edge of town that Katharina was going to die. The Schutzengel Church, with 
its small nave, carved reliefs around the entrance, and sharp steeple served the villagers who 
lived between Zug and neighbouring Cham. At the crossroads of Zug and Cham, the Meilacher 
and the farmland, the Kingdom of God and the Domain of Satan, the Schutzengel was the site of 
Zug’s executions.5  
Confession had earned Katharina some reprieve. The six women who had preceded her 
were burnt alive in the churchyard behind the Schutzengel, a practice rarely used outside of 
Switzerland by this time, and even now used for only the most heinous crimes.6 Katharina had 
earned the right to a swift death by beheading by confessing her sin and accusing eight women 
and one man of witchcraft, a sin unforgivable to man and God alike in eighteenth-century Zug. 
Katharina Kalbacher would die on this day as a convicted witch, the last to be executed for the 
crime in the Canton of Zug. 
The exact record of what happened to Katharina between the Chaibenturm and the 
Schutzengel Church has been lost to history. Nor do we know the thoughts that may have run 
through her head at this time. All we know is that on December 16, 1737, sixteen-year-old 
Katharina Kalbacher was beheaded for the crime of witchcraft. Katharina’s death ended a violent 
                                                 
5 Beat Dittli, “Schutzengel,” in Zuger Ortsnamen: Lexikon der Siedlungs-, Flur-, und Gewässernamen im Kanton 
Zug Lokalisierung, Deutung, Geschichten, Band 4: R-S (Zug: Balmer Verlag Zug, 2007), 260. 
6 Brian P. Levack, The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe, 4th ed. (London: Routledge, 2016), 87. 
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 
and tumultuous chapter in the history of Zug. Between 1558 and 1748, 197 people were brought 
to trial for the crime of witchcraft in the Canton of Zug.7 Of these people, only five survived their 
trials.8 Given these statistics, the execution rate in Zug across the sixteenth, seventeenth, and 
eighteenth centuries is astronomical, meaning that ninety-seven percent of all witches brought to 
trial in Zug died either at the hands of their torturer during interrogation or their executioner 
following confession and judgement. Despite its minuscule population and status as the smallest 
Swiss Canton by measure of total geographic area, Zug executed witches at a rate far above the 
standard fifty percent that was common across Europe during the early modern period, from the 
total trials, estimated at 90,000.9 Switzerland itself, a centre for witch hunting across Europe, saw 
approximately 10,000 trials across the early modern period, with regional variations on execution 
rates. In Calvinist Geneva, only twenty-one percent of 318 witch trials ended in execution, while 
the Pays de Vaud saw a ninety percent execution rate, although with fewer people tried than Zug 
at 102.10 All of Zug’s trials were recorded in a series of bound volumes, now held in the 
collections of the cantonal archive, Staatsarchiv Zug, largely untouched by historians other than 
for a handful of unpublished manuscripts and German-language theses from local universities.11  
The trial sparked by Katharina Kalbacher’s accusations in 1737 is a unique case in the 
rich history of witch trials in the Canton of Zug. Previous trials of accused witches held in the 
Canton of Zug were short affairs, recorded in brief outlines following the trial’s end.12 However, 
                                                 
7 “Anklagen und Hinrichtungen wegen Hexerei im Stand Zug 1559-1748,” Staatsarchiv Zug, (April 7, 2015). 
8 “Anklagen und Hinrichtungen wegen Hexerei im Stand Zug 1559-1748,” Staatsarchiv Zug, (April 7, 2015). 
9 Levack, The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe, 21. 
10 Levack, The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe, 20-21. 
11 The two most detailed texts regarding the trials of Zug are two dissertations: Miriam de Sepibus, “Hexenprozesse 
als Mittel des sozialen Aufstiegs im eidgenossischen Stand Zug in der zweiten Halfte des 17. Jahrhunderts” 
(Dissertation, Université de Lausanne, 2012); Phillipe Bart, “Zwischen Gott und Teuffel: zur alltagsgeschichtlichen 
Relevanz der Zuger Hexenprozessakten von 1737-1738” (Seminararbeit, Universität Zürich, 2002). 
12 De Sepibus, “Hexenprozesse als Mittel des sozialen Aufstiegs im eidgenossischen Stand Zug in der zweiten 
Halfte des 17. Jahrhunderts,” 136-214. 
4 
 
by the time that Katharina confessed to the crime of witchcraft and brought forth her accusations, 
trial processes surrounding witchcraft had changed. As Lyndal Roper notes, by the early 
eighteenth century, despite lower numbers of trials in general, the southern Holy Roman Empire 
saw witch trials become much more detailed: “Where before, a mere dozen pages of records and 
a few weeks might have sufficed to condemn a witch, now fifty or even several hundred pages, 
and trials lasting many months, were not uncommon.”13 This shift in trial documentation spread 
beyond the borders of Baden-Württemberg and Bavaria that serve as the focus of Roper’s 
analysis, and permeated the Swiss witch hunting tradition, as made evident by the 1737 trial in 
Zug. As opposed to the handful of paragraphs that comprised the earliest trials in Zug, the 1737 
trial is composed of 231 foliants, or 462 pages of neatly recorded Swiss German script, bound in 
a heavy tome. Rather than the previous summaries of trials, this trial records the conversations 
between interrogator and accused, with the left column dedicated to the questions and 
commentary of the interrogator while the right column recorded the answers of the accused.  
Over the course of numerous interrogations, with and without torture, the accused 
witches crafted the stories of their fall from God’s grace and into the fold of witchcraft and 
Satan, the same as those who stood on trial previously. However, the detailed format of 
eighteenth-century witch trials, including pages and pages of testimony from the accused, 
provides modern historians with an unprecedented view into the lives of women in eighteenth-
century Switzerland. This glimpse into the world of the people wrapped up in the early modern 
trials is perhaps best described by Roper: “The resulting mountain of documents allows us to 
explore the hatreds, grudges, hopes, and longings of individuals who themselves for the most 
                                                 
13 Lyndal Roper, Witch Craze: Terror and Fantasy in Baroque Germany (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004), 
180. 
5 
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part could barely write, and left no trace.”14 Within these documents are the preserved mentalités 
of those whose voices are so often lost in the passage of time: common women. It is with tragic 
irony that through their deaths we as historians can gain an insight into their lives. 
By examining these newly exposed worlds, we are afforded a glimpse into the lives of 
common women at a time when their lives were not often the subject of record. Their 
experiences, though clouded within the sphere of witchcraft trials, reveal the cosmos of a 
woman’s world in early modern Switzerland. Laid bare is the complex web of interrelationships 
that composed the early modern community of which she was a part. Through the examination of 
this world, we not only are able to see a glimpse of how the accused constructed the world 
around them. Everyone interacts with space and place in their own unique way based upon the 
context in which they live.15 Witch trials are unique in their retelling of how people were able to 
perceive the spaces with which they interacted on an everyday basis, in both physical and 
fantastical ways, through the narratives of witchcraft they constructed. Here, upon the pages of 
the trial records, we are able to see how lower-status women blended the natural and supernatural 
worlds in their perceptions of the landscape. 
Witch trials are inherently geographical phenomena. These trials are embedded in the 
places in which the accused lived. Even in their accounts of the fantastic, they recount the 
interactions with places in which the spiritual world of fantasy and the physical world of reality 
                                                 
14 Roper, Witch Craze, 180. 
15 One of the key concepts of spatial history is the uniquely individual yet patterned interactions that people have 
with space. Certain structural aspects of society such as social status, occupation, age, and gender have a definitive 
impact on the patterns of movement across a landscape, while the landscape itself further plays a role in defining 
human interactions. Spatial theory explores further complexity when paired with agency theory, in which these 
patterns meet individual agentic movement across space. These patterns of movement and agency shift across space 
and time, demonstrating the unique nature of spatial relationships within specific historical contexts. For an in-depth 
exploration and historiography of spatial history, see: Susanne Rau, History, Space, and Place (London: Routledge, 
2020). 
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intermingle. In many cases, witches claimed to have met with the Devil in real places, meeting 
other witches from other places not plucked from their imaginations, but from their lived reality. 
Katharina did not meet the Devil in a fantastical place, but in the tangible Meilacher forest just 
beyond the city walls.16 The places in which ordinary people lived and interacted became the 
settings of the collective witchcraft fantasy, where witches hid in the shadows, where the Devil 
tempted them, and where they performed their magic. Such a fantastical reflection of place does 
not remove the reality from these spaces, but rather provides new perspectives on them. D.W. 
Meinig argues that in examining the multilayered and complex nature of landscape and place, we 
must acknowledge that “any landscape is composed not only of what lies before our eyes but 
what lies within our heads.”17 Therefore by analyzing witch trials through a spatial lens, 
historians can gain a greater understanding of how people in the early modern period viewed and 
interacted with the world around them. Despite the clear relationship between witch trials and the 
world in which they are set, the study of witchcraft through a spatial lens is still in its infancy, 
with the most notable example being the University of Edinburgh’s Interactive Witchcraft Map, 
which, utilizing the data held in the Survey of Scottish Witchcraft Database, was released in 
2019.18 However, the potential for such spatial analyses in the field of witchcraft studies moves 
far beyond the borders of the Scottish Witchcraft Database and presents opportunities for 
application in geographically and contextually diverse cases to examine this interrelationship. 
With such an interconnection between witchcraft and space, how does the relationship between 
                                                 
16 StAZG A 105/6, fol. 4A. 
17 D.W. Meinig, “The Beholding Eye: Ten Versions of the Same Scene,” in The Interpretation of Ordinary 
Landscapes: Geographical Essays (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979), 34. 
18 “Interactive Witchcraft Map,” The University of Edinburgh, last modified August 3, 2020, 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/about/news/2019/interactive-witchcraft-map. 
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geography and the witch trials apply to the trials of Zug in 1737, and how can we use the trials to 
understand the world of ordinary women in eighteenth-century Switzerland?  
To answer such questions, we must turn to the documents themselves, and the historical 
and geographic context within which they were created. Examining the world of Zug in 1737, I 
argue that the unique physical geographic situation of Zug, situated at the border between 
Catholic and Protestant and alpine and urban cantons, led to a greater level of fear and anxiety 
regarding witchcraft, as borders and boundaries haunted the imaginations of common people 
living in Zug in the early modern period. With witchcraft belief deeply entrenched in the minds 
of the Swiss, where early modern demonological witchcraft was first perceived, it was as easy to 
see the witch at the borders of fantasy and reality as it was to see the Protestant threat just 
beyond the cantonal border in Zürich.19 Boundaries of fear controlled the mentalités of both the 
interrogator and the accused in the trials of Zug, as centuries of belief and anxiety intermingled 
to create a terrifying reality. The stories told by the accused reflected the genuine fears of 
common people living in Zug: the Devil was at their very doorstep, tempting them from the 
borders of reality and fantasy on the margins of town in the Meilacher forest.  
However, the witch trials of Zug allow historians to examine not only the relationship 
between fear and space, but also how the accused interacted with the world around them and 
drew borders around their cosmos. As noted in the observations made by Roper regarding the 
trials of the late eighteenth century, the added depth of these late trial documents provides 
historians with an unprecedented look into the lives of common women in early modern Europe. 
The opportunity afforded by these detailed eighteenth-century witch trials is a rare chance to 
                                                 
19 The first demonological witch trials appeared in the foothills of the Alps in the Vaud region of Switzerland. See: 
Laura Stokes, Demons of Urban Reform: Early European Witch Trials and Criminal Justice, 1430-1530 
(Houndsmills: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011), 10-11. 
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explore the subaltern relationship with space in the past. In “The Biography of Landscape,” 
Marwyn S. Samuels describes the often-forgotten relationship between common people and the 
landscapes with which they interacted: 
It is also true that a biography of landscape is not everywhere or always feasible. 
Countless millions of faceless and nameless peasants and townsfolk the world over have 
through the centuries molded, designed and designated their environments… Like 
archaeologists left with only with the artifacts of man, social scientists and historians 
alike are often limited to speculation, inference, and an intuitive feel about the making 
and meaning of human landscapes. Doomed otherwise to oblivion and a lack of 
understanding, this is not a dehumanization of the faceless and nameless, but an effort to 
at least recover the contexts, and thereby define the limits of their worlds.20 
The study of space using witch trials provides a name to Samuels’s nameless and a chance to 
delve into the world of the common people so often lost to the past. I argue that such trial 
documents provide us with a glimpse into the geographical world of early modern women and 
allow us to draw the limits of their geographic conceptualizations of the world. By examining 
these trials through a geographic lens, we as historians are provided a window into the 
geographic spaces that made up an early modern woman’s consciousness.  
This reflection of consciousness follows the Annales concept of mentalités. Defined by 
Timothy Tackett as the intellectual structuring, perceiving, and reasoning of the world, 
mentalités represent both a collective and individual system of understanding that links the 
mental world with the physical and social worlds.21 The everyday realities and the fantastical 
imaginations of places come to light through the trial records, as common women gave their 
accounts of how they interacted with and imagined space in 1737. In examining the world of the 
common woman laid out upon the landscape, the spatial elements of these women’s lives are 
                                                 
20 Marwyn S. Samuels, “The Biography of Landscape: Cause and Culpability,” in The Interpretation of Ordinary 
Landscapes: Geographical Essays (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979), 81. 
21 Timothy Tackett, foreword to The Annales School: An Intellectual History by André Burguière (Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press, 2009), xii. 
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made clear, and we are afforded an opportunity to see both the ways in which they interacted 
with the landscape and how the landscape affected them, in both tangible and fantastical ways. 
The landscape of the Reformation comes to life upon the pages of the 1737 trial, both in the 
conceptualization of Catholic identity and in the relationship between space and confession in 
the minds of the accused. Through the narratives presented in the 1737 witch trials, the common 
women of Zug present a reflection of their world and their mentalités through the lens of 
subliminal fears of witchcraft, a perspective so often lost to history. 
Concerning Witches 
  Prior to examining the 1737 trials, it is vital that first we both establish a definition of 
witchcraft and provide the historical context of witchcraft belief and prosecutions in Switzerland. 
The concept of the witch in the early modern world was a complex and multi-faceted image that 
terrorized the minds of elite and common people alike during this period. As Brian P. Levack 
explains, “[t]he witch became a person who exercised maleficent magical power by virtue of 
having made a pact with the Devil. This definition was embellished in various ways so that 
witches in many European countries came to be viewed, at least among those who were 
educated, as people who worshipped the Devil collectively in nocturnal assemblies, where they 
sacrificed and ate infants, engaged in promiscuous sex, and mocked the rituals of Christianity.”22 
While these commonalities existed in witchcraft beliefs across Europe and into the Americas, 
wide regional variations existed, particularly on the details of such a definition. 
  Furthermore, discrepancies existed between imaginations of witchcraft at different levels 
of society. Julian Goodare further defines witchcraft as being subdivided into four categories: the 
                                                 
22 Brian Levack, The Witchcraft Sourcebook (New York: Routledge, 2004), 2. 
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demonic witch of the elite, the village witch of the common people, the folkloric witch of legend, 
and the envisioned witch of people’s nightmares.23 Belief in magic and witchcraft stretches back 
through prehistory, with the folkloric and village witch playing a major role in Eurasian culture 
across millennia.24 However, it is the nature of the demonic witch that sets the early modern 
European witch apart from the concepts of witchcraft and magic that have existed through the 
centuries and around the world. Goodare notes that in most cases, all four of these concepts of 
the witch came together during the age of the witch hunts, as authorities believed in the demonic 
witch and the village witch, while commoners syncretized the beliefs preached to them by 
authorities with their own beliefs on the magic of village witches and the witches of their 
folklore and dreams.25  This interaction between upper-status and lower-status Europeans on the 
conceptualization of the witch created a uniquely syncretic vision of what constituted a witch, 
unlike any of the ancient concepts that had come before. The early modern period saw the shift 
from the older folkloric definitions of the witch toward the demonic witch, previously defined by 
Brian Levack as being sealed by the pact with the Devil, which presented a turning point in the 
history of European witchcraft. Upon the accrual of the demonological nature of the witch, the 
local witch who practiced rudimentary magic whether in reality or in fantasy suddenly became a 
member of a heretical sect that threatened all of Christendom. Such a syncretic shift occurred 
over the centuries, and as the vision of the witch shifted to become the diabolical witch who 
consorted with Satan, so too shifted the concept of witchcraft itself. 
                                                 
23 Julian Goodare, The European Witch Hunt (New York: Routledge, 2016), 10. 
24 Perhaps the most notable and controversial source on the role of magic and witchcraft in prehistoric society comes 
from Carlo Ginzburg, whose explorations of the benandanti of the Friuli region have been tied to pre-Christian 
agrarian ecstatic cults. See: Carlo Ginzburg, Ecstasies: Deciphering the Witches’ Sabbath (Chicago: The University 
of Chicago Press, 2004); Carlo Ginzburg, The Night Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and 
Seventeenth Centuries, (Baltimore: The John Hopkins University Press, 2013). 
25 Goodare, The European Witch Hunt, 11-12. 
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  While the narrative of witchcraft spans across the European continent, the story of this 
evolution from village magic to diabolical magic occurred relatively near to Zug, within the 
borders of modern Switzerland. The origins of the diabolical witch were born in the late 
fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries in Western Switzerland. Between 1395 and 1406, the 
Simmenthal witch trials saw the secular courts of Bern try numerous people for their 
involvement in a demon-worshipping sect.26 This secular movement was accompanied by a 
clerical movement, founded by Dominican inquisitors searching for another form of heretics in 
the sub-alpine regions of Switzerland: Waldensians.27 As part of their inquisitorial duty, the 
Dominicans saw themselves as upholding the traditions of Christianity and reinforcing 
orthodoxy within Europe at a time when heterodoxy was common. Waldensians, followers of the 
twelfth-century spiritual reformer Peter Waldo, represented a threat to Catholic orthodoxy across 
Western Europe and became associated through theological texts with such ideas as the worship 
of Satan, the rejection of sacrament, the ritualistic murder of infants, and orgiastic gatherings.28 
The inquisition, convinced that the Waldensian heresy formed a deeper conspiracy against 
Christendom, followed centuries of tradition in hunting for conspiracies among minority groups, 
most notably lepers and Jews during the late medieval period.29 These groups had been variously 
accused of similar crimes including spreading plague and disease, and the cannibalizing of 
Christian infants, accusations that formed the core of such conspiracies.30 By the time of the 
Waldensian trials in Western Switzerland, such conspiratorial beliefs were already deeply 
entrenched within the psyche of both the elite and the common folk of the region. However, 
                                                 
26 Joseph Klaits, Servants of Satan: The Age of the Witch Hunts (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1985), 37. 
27 Laura Stokes, Demons of Urban Reform: Early European Witch Trials and Criminal Justice, 1430-1530 
(Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011), 10. 
28 Ginzburg, Ecstasies, 78; R.I. Moore, The Formation of a Persecuting Society, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Blackwell 
Publishing, 2007), 60-61. 
29 Ginzburg, Ecstasies, 80. 
30 Ginzburg, Ecstasies, 80. 
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when the inquisitors arrived in the rural alpine villages seeking Waldensians, these conspiratorial 
beliefs collided with an entirely new set of beliefs, one that would see these diabolical 
conspiracies syncretize with ancient village and folk magic. 
  In the far villages of Alpine Switzerland, belief in magic long predated these trials. The 
most common German word for witch, hexe, which is utilized throughout the witch trials of Zug, 
existed in the local dialects before the arrival of the inquisition.31 Laura Stokes argues that the 
hexe fits within a specific regional variance of folkloric and village witch that she has termed the 
“Alpine witch.”32 Such a belief in the Alpine witch stretched across the Franco-Germanic 
linguistic divide through the German Alps, extending across the foothills northward through the 
region of the Diocese of Konstanz, the Rhine River, and the Bodensee, while expanding 
southward into the Italian-speaking region of the Alps toward Genoa and Milan.33 The Alpine 
hexe was a practitioner of black magic, largely focused on the destruction of the livelihoods of 
peasants involving failed crops, hailstorms, loss of livestock, and stillborn children.34 The Alpine 
hexe was not initially the demonological witch, but was rather the manifestation of rural 
anxieties and terrors, many of which could be seen in the 1737 trials three centuries later. Upon 
the arrival of inquisitors, though, these localized beliefs syncretized with the urban anxieties 
regarding heretics such as the Waldensians. The hexe was soon associated with other crimes, 
such as the murder of infants and the worship of Satan. However, indigenous beliefs remained at 
                                                 
31 Stokes, Demons of Urban Reform, 16. 
32 Stokes, Demons of Urban Reform, 21. 
33 Stokes, Demons of Urban Reform, 21-22.; As a note, all locations that have a different name in German and 
English (for example Konstanz vs. Constance, Luzern vs. Lucerne) will be referred to in their German names for 
consistency; see Vincenzo Lavenia, “The Alpine Model of Witchcraft: The Italian Context in the Early Modern 
Period,” in Communities and Conflicts in the Alps from the Late Middle Ages to Early Modernity, eds. Marco 
Bellabarba, Hannes Obermair, and Hitomi Sato (Bologna: Società editrice il Mulino, 2015), 151-164. 
34 Stokes, Demons of Urban Reform, 14. 
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the height of local concerns, and Satan was merely “a new, personified way of understanding the 
powerful evil of the witch.”35 The raising of storms and the poisoning of cows, the two most 
dreaded and hated crimes of the pre-diabolical Alpine hexe, remained at the forefront of local 
trials, but were then married to the diabolical anxieties of the urban elites in the form of Satanic 
conspiracy, first seen through narratives of the witches’ sabbat in the Vaud region in 1428.36  
  By the time of the Malleus Maleficarum’s publication in 1486 under the Dominican 
inquisitor Heinrich Kramer, the beliefs were entirely interwoven. The fears of the peasants mixed 
with the fears of the urban elite, the subsistence magic of the village witch met the Satanic pact 
of the diabolical witch, and the two combined to create a uniquely regional conception that 
maintained the traditions of the Alpine hexe. In his introduction to the Malleus Maleficarum, 
Christopher S. Mackay argues that much of Kramer’s ideology within this work was derived 
from the witchcraft trials that he oversaw in Ravensburg and Innsbruck starting in 1484, two 
locations well within the boundaries of the Alpine hexe belief.37 The Malleus took the paradigm 
of the village witch and intermingled them with the demonological witch. Perhaps the clearest 
example of this intermingling comes from Part II, Chapter 15 of the Malleus, in which Kramer 
describes the trial of one Agnes, a bathkeeper from Ravensburg. Kramer explains that following 
a hailstorm which destroyed crops for two years, Agnes was brought before the courts. Here she 
confessed under torture to producing the hailstorm and causing harm to both people and 
domestic animals, the traditional realm of the village witch. However, upon further interrogation, 
Agnes revealed that for eighteen years she had “submitted sexually to [an] incubus [demon] in 
                                                 
35 Stokes, Demons of Urban Reform, 33. 
36 Robin Briggs, Witches & Neighbors: The Social and Cultural Context of European Witchcraft (New York: 
Viking, 1996), 33. 
37 Christopher S. Mackay, The Hammer of Witches: A Complete Translation of the Malleus Maleficarum 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 38. 
14 
 
addition to renouncing the Faith in every way.”38 As the trial progressed, Agnes provided further 
evidence of her relationship with Satan and the renunciation of God that formed the basis of 
demonic black magic. 
  The term for the black magic practiced by the hexe in demonological treatises, maleficia, 
became associated with village witch magic, but was achieved through the pact and relationship 
between witch and devil.39 The idea of this hybrid maleficia, originating in the French region of 
the Alps during the hunt for heretics, spread across the Alpine region within a generation. The 
first recorded instance of diabolical maleficia in the region of Zug appeared in around 1450 in 
the records of Luzern, during the trial of one Else of Meersberg, who confessed to the invocation 
of the Devil to summon a hailstorm and the presence of a diabolical sect who summoned weather 
magic together.40 Prior to Else’s trial, the courts of Luzern had only previously prosecuted 
village witches for the crime of weather magic without diabolical elements.41 The publication of 
the Malleus Maleficarum in 1486 saw this intermarriage approach its final form, and then reach 
an audience far beyond the geographical range of the Alpine hexe, with the book being published 
and spread at a rapid rate.42 The primary readership of the Malleus, the educated and ruling elites 
such as lawyers, judges, and magistrates, were “perfectly capable, on the basis of the knowledge 
[they] had acquired regarding witchcraft and the legal power [they] possessed, of conducting a 
witch hunt” meaning that the syncretism of diabolical concepts of magic and the traditions of the 
Alpine hexe was able to disseminate through the upper echelons of European society, igniting the 
                                                 
38 Mackay, trans., The Hammer of Witches, 384. 
39 Hans Peter Broedel, The Malleus Maleficarum and the Construction of Witchcraft: Theology and Popular Belief 
(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2003) 23. 
40 Stokes, Demons of Urban Reform, 29-30. 
41 Laura Stokes, Demons of Urban Reform, 30. 
42 Goodare, The European Witch Hunt, 67. 
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witch hunting fervour among those who held such power in society.43 The Malleus allowed for 
the retelling of these uniquely Alpine traditions, mixed with the demonology and conspiratorial 
anxieties to far broader audiences where they could be incorporated within their own local 
traditions. From its inception, the crime of maleficia was intrinsically tied to the traditions of the 
Alps and the region surrounding Zug, with the witch being just as much part of the landscape as 
the mountains and valleys from whence they came, and it was here that witchcraft belief 
persisted long after the terror had extinguished across much of Europe. With the final recorded 
European witch trial occurring in the Swiss Canton of Glaurus in 1782, the history of the 
European witch hunts would be bookended within the context of Switzerland.44 
Dramatis Personae of the 1737 Trial 
  Before critically analyzing the case of witchcraft in Zug and its relationship to the minds, 
mentalités, and spatial conceptions of those embroiled in the trial, it is of the utmost importance 
to gain an understanding of the trials themselves. As noted previously, the 1737 trials are 
contained in their original handwritten form as a tome held at the Staatsarchiv Zug, consisting of 
231 foliants or 462 pages.45 However, these original documents are written in the spidery 
handwriting common in early modern Switzerland, and in the local dialect of Swiss German. As 
such, the documents are extremely difficult to read without a trained eye and a broad level of 
experience with the Zug dialect. In acknowledgement of these difficulties, the following 
examination of the 1737 trial will utilize the complete transcriptions provided by Philippe Bart in 
his seminararbeit “Zwischen Gott und Teuffel: zur alltagsgeschichtlichen Relevanz der Zuger 
                                                 
43 Levack, The Witch Hunt in Early Modern Europe, 53. 
44 Susanne Kord, “Ancient Fears and the New Order: Witch Beliefs and Physiognomy in the Age of Reason,” in 
German Life and Letters 62, no. 1 (January 2008), 65. 
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Hexenprozessakten von 1737-1738.” In order to discern some of the more obscure or regionally 
specific words within the Zug dialect, I have used Hans Bossard’s Zuger Mundartbuch: 
Grammatik und Wӧrterverzeichnisse, a local’s guide to the complexities of the Zug dialect 
published in 1962 as part of a larger series on the wide variety of Swiss German dialects. 
Together, these sources provide the foundations of the following thesis. 
  As her trial narrates, on August 7, 1737, Katharina Kalbacher, a young girl of sixteen 
years confessed to the crime of witchcraft before the head of state or Ammann of Zug, Johann 
Christian Blattmann.46 This historical record does not give any clues as to why Katharina made 
such a confession. Early modern Zug executed accused witches with a ferocity unseen across 
much of the rest of Europe, so Katherina likely knew that such a confession would result in her 
inevitable execution. The Ammann imprisoned her immediately. Two days later, on August 9, 
she gave her first full testimony, in which she described her seduction by the Devil and her 
initiation as a witch, and then denounced six others for the crime of witchcraft. On her list were 
Katharina Gilli (40 years old) from Thurgau, a neighbouring canton, the four Bossard sisters 
Katharina (34 years old), Anna Maria (37 years old), Teresa (40 years old), and Margaretha (42 
years old), and their aunt Elisabeth or Lissy Bossard (70 years old), all from the city of Zug.47  
In his analysis of the trials, Bart notes that these women all shared similar socio-
economic characteristics. All of them belonged to the lower status of Zug’s society, working as 
day labourers, shopkeepers, peddlers, and beggars.48 The world of witchcraft for Katharina 
Kalbacher was one that reflected her own social class as the daughter of a miller, lower-status 
                                                 
46 Bart, “Zwischen Gott und Teuffel,” 8. 
47 Bart, “Zwischen Gott und Teuffel,” 8. 
48 Bart, “Zwischen Gott und Teuffel,” 8. 
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but a step above the women she accused.49  The women of Zug whom Katharina accused were of 
a social status in which they held little social and economic power over their own lives and 
within their community, at the margins of Zug’s society in the eighteenth century and in direct 
contrast to the Ammann and Stadtrat who presided over their fate. Therefore, the stories that 
each of these women provided were a reflection of common women, who even under torture 
provided a glimpse into their world. Over the course of the following months, the accused were 
tortured and interrogated in Zug’s Chaibenturm tower. By August 21, Margaretha, Katharina, 
Teresa, and Lissy Bossard all made their first confessions of witchcraft following torture.50 On 
September 12, the town council and Ammann Blattmann sentenced the four Bossard women and 
Katharina Kalbacher to death at the stake, and six days later, Anna Maria Bossard confessed 
under torture, adding her name to the death sentence.51 Katharina Gilli, however, refused to 
confess, even under increasingly violent torture. 
On the day before she was executed, Katharina Kalbacher leveled another series of 
accusations, commuting her death sentence. This time, she accused shoemaker Hans Jacob Marx 
Stadlin, referred to as Marx (50 years old), his second wife Maria Anna Petermann (55 years 
old), and Marx’s daughter Maria Euphemia Stadlin, referred to as Euphemia, (18 years old).52 
Maria, Marx’s wife, confessed to the crime of witchcraft upon the mention of torture, and she 
was sentenced to death immediately.53 Katharina, Theresa, Margareth, and Lissy Bossard were 
executed on October 16, 1737. Anna Maria Bossard and Maria Anna Petermann were executed 
                                                 
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on October 30, 1737. All were burnt alive at the stake.54 Marx and Euphemia, like Katharina 
Gilli before them, were steadfast in their denial, even under increasingly extreme forms of 
torture.55  
In the meantime, Katharina Kalbacher continued to give more names, now in the 
neighbouring Canton of Luzern, where she was transferred and stood trial.56 Here, her luck ran 
out, and the local authorities found her accounts unbelievable, and she was sent back to Zug in 
December, where our story began with her execution by the sword.57 Katharina Gilli survived 
under torture until January of 1738, never confessing until she was found dead in her cell on 
January 29, 1738.58 Following Katharina Gilli’s death without a confession, the authorities lost 
their zeal for witch hunting, and Marx and Euphemia Stadlin were released from prison in 
February of 1738, two of only five people in Zug’s history who are recorded to have survived the 
witch hunting process.59 
Historiography 
  This thesis follows a variety of different historical traditions, methodologies, and 
frameworks, each of which leaves a mark on this study. Without a wide variety of historical 
perspectives and contexts, the true depth and complexities of the 1737 witch trial of Zug would 
be lost. Rather this work is a careful amalgamation of interdisciplinary research, combining early 
modern history and geography, using the lens of gender history, following the traditions of the 
microhistorical branch of the Annales school of thought to examine witchcraft and magic in 
                                                 
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Switzerland. As such, each of these categories needs to be examined through a historiographic 
lens in order to fully demonstrate the place where this research belongs.  
  First and foremost, the following work is a microhistory. In his book The Pursuit of 
History, John Tosh describes microhistory as the close examination of single groups or 
individuals within a wider population used to understand wider historical trends.60 As such, the 
following work does not attempt to be a complete history of witchcraft, nor even a history of 
witchcraft in German speaking Switzerland. Rather, it is a close study of ten people and the 
world in which they inhabited. Under this microhistorical approach, the subsequent research 
follows closely the works of noted historians Carlo Ginzburg and Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie. 
These two authors, while different in their individual approaches to microhistory, provide two 
perspectives on the methodology and create the foundations upon which this research rests. 
The examination of the 1737 Zug trial is deeply and intrinsically tied to the works of 
Italian historian Carlo Ginzburg, one of the founders of the microhistorical approach. When 
Ginzburg published his seminal work in 1966, entitled I Benandanti or The Night Battles: 
Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries in its 1983 English 
translation, the new field of witchcraft studies was introduced to the idea of folkloristic cults, 
which sparked a research renaissance and changed the way that historians examined witch trials 
and witchcraft theory. At its heart, The Night Battles explores the phenomenon of the 
benandanti, part of a folk belief common in the rural region of the Eastern Friuli, where those 
who were born in a caul (wrapped in the amniotic sac) were selected by God to perform the 
duties of the benandanti when they came of age, summoned to battle as a soldier by either an 
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angel or another benandanti.61 These summons came during the Ember Days, a pre-Christian 
festival celebrating the change in seasons for agrarian societies that was later adopted into the 
Christian calendar, where the wellbeing of the community was dependent on the success of 
planting and the harvest.62 During these times, the chosen benandanti would gather in spirit in 
the skies over Friuli after falling into a deep and sometimes ointment-induced sleep to fight with 
witches and demons over the health of the crops, for if the benandanti were successful in battle, 
the harvest would be plentiful.63 The benandanti were not simply relegated to soldiers of God’s 
will, but were rather agrarian society’s counter to witchcraft in all forms and acted as users of 
white magic to cure people of the harms of witchcraft.64  Through Ginzburg’s exploration of the 
benandanti, the lives of common people living in Friuli through the sixteenth century are made 
clear. Rather than simply telling the stories of the benandanti, Ginzburg shifted the focus of 
witchcraft studies from the diabolical witch to the folkloric witch and the village witch, utilizing 
trial records to study the mentalités of the common people on trial instead of the demonologies 
used to try them. 
While his career was built upon his examinations of ecstatic agrarian cults such as the 
benandanti of the sixteenth-century Friuli region of Italy, it is Ginzburg’s The Cheese and the 
Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth-Century Miller where I can draw the greatest parallels to my 
own research. Ginzburg’s research into the inquisitorial archives of Friuli brought to life the 
world of Menocchio, a literate miller brought before the Roman Inquisition in the waning years 
of the sixteenth century on account of the heresies he preached throughout his life.65 Through 
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these records the reader gains a glimpse into the worldview and mentalité of Menocchio. 
Ginzburg states that the purpose of the book is to find a path into the mind and mentalité of the 
“subordinate classes” whose voices are often lost to history and “reconstruct a fragment” of 
popular culture from the past.66 In many ways, the following work bears a number of similarities 
to that of Ginzburg, particularly The Cheese and the Worms. Witch trials offer the historian the 
unique opportunity to see the world through the eyes of the common woman. As Ginzburg used 
Menocchio’s own words in his trial records to recreate his cosmos, I shall use the testimonies of 
ordinary women accused of witchcraft in order to reconstruct a woman’s world in Zug during the 
final years of Europe’s witch craze.  
In the preface to the thirtieth anniversary edition of his magnum opus, Montaillou: The 
Promised Land of Error, Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, a fellow early microhistorian, summarized 
both the book and his methodology in the form of a parable: 
It can be argued that a drop of water, among an infinity of apparently similar drops, offers 
no particular interest. But if such a drop is regarded through a microscope, it may reveal, 
being sufficiently impure, an entire collection of enthralling microbes, bacteria, and 
viruses. A drop of water and a microscope? Or perhaps a village and the Inquisition: 
Montaillou’s misfortune was, in fact, to be examined, shaken up, forced to confess, ‘to 
spit the truth’ by the implacable inquisitors.67 
The bacterial life found in the drop of water consists of the lives and relationships of ordinary 
people who lived and died in the small Pyrenees village of Montaillou. Through the course of 
this monograph, Ladurie painstakingly recreates the lives of the people of Montaillou in the 
fourteenth century, reconstructing their lives and the world in which they lived. 
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  Much like my own research, Ladurie made use of inquisitorial trials to pursue the stories 
of the common folk, whose lives would not normally have been put to record. Such an 
opportunity is rare for historians of the pre-modern era, in which records of ordinary people were 
uncommon, as most written sources focused on religion and upper-status people.68 While the 
similarities with earlier secular witch trials in Zug are limited, it is the unique nature of 
eighteenth-century trials that allows parallels to be drawn to such documents. As noted 
previously, the late witch trials in Germany and Switzerland saw an increased level of detail in 
their records, making them similar in nature to the meticulous records of trial procedures left 
behind by the inquisition seeking heresy in the southern French countryside during the early 
fourteenth century. Such sources are invaluable to the historian of the subaltern and forgotten 
masses of society. Similar to the work of the inquisitor, who tore apart communities seeking out 
heretics to return to the fold of the church, the job of the witch hunter was to seek out and 
destroy the threat of Satanic conspiracy and agrarian dark magic within the community. Such 
investigations and their records are invaluable as they afford the historian a glimpse into the 
fears, anxieties, and everyday lives of the early modern community. 
Ladurie’s examination of the village of Montaillou is not solely centred upon the 
microhistorical approach, but is also deeply embedded in spatial history. Ladurie begins the book 
with an examination of the interplay between human and physical geographies. Through a spatial 
analysis of the village of Montaillou, Ladurie begins the process of reconstructing the world of 
the shepherds, the priests, and everyone in between who made up their society in the fourteenth 
century.69 As Montaillou is the study of a single village, Ladurie demonstrates the importance of 
                                                 
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understanding the sense of place in the past through the recreation of the physical landscape 
upon which these events took place. The village and the surrounding Occitan landscape in the 
foothills of the Pyrenees play an intrinsic role in the drama that was written across the 
inquisitorial records. Much like Ladurie’s Montaillou, this study is interdisciplinary by nature, 
and is at its core the study of how people interacted with space in early modern Zug, therefore a 
basis of knowledge within the field of spatial history is vital. Whereas Ladurie examined the 
movements of sheep and shepherd across the Occitan landscape through the inquisitorial records, 
this thesis uses the 1737 witch trial to recreate and analyze the breadth of a woman’s world in 
eighteenth-century Zug, with narratives that combined both their lived realities and their 
witchcraft fantasies within geographic boundaries. The Occitan mountains are replaced with the 
foothills of the Alps, sheep are replaced with cows, and confessional and political boundaries 
meet the topographical boundaries within the borders of the Canton of Zug, each of which are 
tied to the conceptualization of witchcraft in Zug to lower-status women in the eighteenth 
century. 
Defining my perspective on how historians interact with space and the past is William J. 
Turkel’s The Archive of Place: Unearthing the Pasts of the Chilcotin Plateau. While the research 
of Turkel’s monograph differs in both time and space from my own, it is his vision of the 
interplay between these two ideas that inspires my approach to the past. Turkel states: “There are 
no untainted passages through a place: you always leave something of yourself, and you always 
take something with you. And as there can be no untainted passages, there can be no pristine 
places either. What there are instead are muddy places, lived places, places filled with the tracks 
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of those who have gone before.”70 This idea of layers of human interaction built upon the 
landscape, like the stratigraphy of the physical earth below us, is a concept referred to by 
geographers as palimpsest. Much like the layers of rock and soil that compose physical 
landscapes, a palimpsest is “a conceptual model of a place as a multilayered structure that 
emphasizes the coexistence of multiple visions and impacts of different cultures on the 
landscape.”71 First utilized by Donald Meinig in The Interpretation of Ordinary Landscapes, a 
palimpsest’s multilayered model of geography is uniquely suited to spatial history, as Meinig’s 
discussion explored the creation of a landscape as a temporal process, in which attributes of past 
and present exist simultaneously within a space.72 The echoes of the past can be found just 
beneath the surface of our modern lives. Therefore I argue that it is the historian’s duty to pull 
back the veil of time on the landscape, examining the layers beneath. In using the idea of 
stratigraphy and the palimpsest in the historical discipline, John Lewis Gaddis draws parallels 
between historians and road workers, making a roadcut in a hill to expose the geological strata 
for all to see.73 Beneath the surface are countless layers of history and meaning built upon the 
landscape, and the metaphorical roadcut that Gaddis describes provides the spatial historian with 
the opportunity to clearly see each layer and the process of change over time. 
In using such an approach, deeply tied to the landscape, establishing the context of 
geography is of the utmost importance to this study. Perhaps one of the greatest spatial histories 
of the twentieth century, and one in which this work is deeply indebted to, is not a microhistory 
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like Ladurie’s Montaillou, but is rather a macrohistory. The present study, a microhistory limited 
in scale and scope to a single trial in a single town, may seem hardly comparable to Fernand 
Braudel’s magnum opus The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip 
II, which aims to recreate the world of the Mediterranean basin during the sixteenth century from 
geographic, economic, political, and cultural perspectives. When describing his use of geography 
to provide a historical context, Braudel states: “The resulting picture is one in which all the 
evidence combines across time and space, to give us a history in slow motion from which 
permanent values can be detected. Geography in this context is no longer an end in itself but a 
means to an end.”74 To Braudel, geography and space were all encompassing aspects of 
historical study, and intrinsically tied to the past, making it impossible to study one without the 
other. Therefore, this thesis is not a study solely of space, but one that uses space to recreate Zug 
and the cosmos of its residents in the mid-eighteenth century. To understand the witch trials, we 
must understand the people who took part in them. To understand the people who took part in 
them, we must understand the world in which they lived. Therefore, like Braudel, this thesis 
seeks to use geography as a path to understanding the past, tying it to both time and space. 
This work is a study of the relationship between borders, both in the context of anxieties 
surrounding witchcraft and the borders that people constructed around their realities. The 
interrelationship between witchcraft and borders is best explored in Michael Ostling’s Between 
the Devil and the Host: Imagining Witchcraft in Early Modern Poland. While this work focuses 
on a region geographically and culturally different from the current study, Ostling shares similar 
discussions of how witchcraft was a crime of borders. With discussions ranging from the 
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commonality of witch executions occurring symbolically at the edge of the village to the 
presence of the sabbat at an unspecified “Bald Mountain” at “the border,” such exploration of the 
marginality of witchcraft will be recognizable in Chapter Two of this study.75 Furthermore, 
Ostling’s work discusses the concept of the crossroads in relation to witchcraft, and as a 
metaphor for the overall work. Crossroads were a place of fear and anxiety about the broader 
world around them, and the places where the forces of evil could be drawn to or warded from the 
village.76 However, in the deeper symbolic context, Zug can also be viewed as a crossroads in 
itself between Protestantism and Catholicism, lowlands and alpine, reality and fantasy. 
Witchcraft in France and Switzerland: The Borderlands during the Reformation by E. 
William Monter is the closest monograph to a holistic examination of the witch trials in 
Switzerland, and also provides perspective on the roles of borders to the witch trials. Despite 
focusing on the French-speaking Western reaches of Switzerland, Monter highlights the 
uniqueness of the Swiss condition: “Beneath all this heterogeneity, filtered through the 
incomplete and slightly different types of records that remain in each of today’s cantons, each 
region displays basically similar patterns of witch hunting in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries.”77 This work provides an in depth analysis of witch beliefs that transcend the linguistic 
borders of Switzerland, featuring concepts that reappear in the Zug trials of 1737, such as the 
poisoning of cattle and the raising of hail storms. As such, it is an invaluable source, providing 
foundational knowledge for the examination of Swiss trials spanning the centuries. 
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However, Monter’s work is one of only a handful of sources dedicated to the Swiss witch 
trials. Despite Switzerland being the place where the Alpine hexe idea took root, there is limited 
scholarship in the English language, and that which exists neither explores the geographic nor 
temporal time frame of this study. Examining the origins of witch trials in their alpine setting, 
Demons of Urban Reform: Early European Witch Trials and Criminal Justice, 1430-1530 by 
Laura Stokes provides contextual knowledge of the early trials and ideology in the German 
speaking regions of Switzerland. Through the examples of Basel, Nuremberg, and Luzern, 
Stokes reconstructs the links between expanding urban control, prosecutorial zeal, and the 
growth of diabolical witch beliefs at the end of the medieval period and the beginning of the 
early modern period. By examining the early trials of Luzern, Zug’s southern cantonal 
neighbour, Stokes provides geographically the closest English language study of witch trials to 
this thesis, while also outlining the context for early witch trial procedures in the Germanic 
lands, whose influence could be seen nearly three centuries thereafter in the 1737 trial.  
With so few sources exploring the uniquely Swiss context for witchcraft trials and 
beliefs, it is inevitable that attention must be turned toward the other region in which the alpine 
hexe belief permeated: Germany. The concepts of the alpine hexe were not bound by the borders 
of the Swiss cantons, but crossed over the Rhine and the Bodensee to seep into the consciousness 
and culture of the Germanic-speaking Holy Roman Empire. A plethora of works have been 
published that examine the history of the witch trials held in Germany, however three particular 
sources stand out in relation to this examination: H. C. Erik Midelfort’s Witch Hunting in 
Southwestern Germany, 1562-1684: The Social and Intellectual Foundations, Edward Bever’s 
The Realities of Witchcraft and Popular Magic in Early Modern Europe: Culture, Cognition, 
and Everyday Life, and Lyndal Roper’s Witch Craze: Terror and Fantasy in Baroque Germany. 
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These books, while similar in geographic scope, provide different perspectives on German witch 
hunts that have informed this thesis. Midelfort’s Witch Hunting in Southwestern Germany 
provides a foundation for the third chapter of this thesis, in which confessional identity plays a 
pivotal role in both the witchcraft narratives and personal identities of the accused. This work 
examines confessional conflict and identity as a primary influence on the witch trials of 
Württemberg through the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.78 The Realities of Witchcraft takes 
a multidisciplinary approach to the study of magic and witchcraft, examining the psychology and 
science behind the history of magical belief in an attempt to explain the seeming irrationality of 
the witch craze in an age where scientific rationalism began to take precedence over superstition. 
Bever focuses on the world of folk magic based upon witch trials from the Duchy of 
Württemberg between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries, aiming to provide rationality and 
reason to the fantastical crime of witchcraft. Bever has taken substantial criticism regarding some 
of the broad statements made in The Realities of Witchcraft;79 however beneath the controversy, 
Bever’s work has informed this thesis substantially. The most vital aspect of The Realities of 
Witchcraft to this work is the concept of reality itself. To the people wrapped up in the trials of 
Württemberg, witchcraft did not exist in the realm of fantasy. Instead, God, Satan, and his army 
of diabolical witches were active agents within the world, capable of extending their influence 
over the tangible world and their everyday lives.80 The accused and the courts alike in Zug 
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similarly saw the active role of the supernatural in their perception of reality, colouring the 
narratives that they produced throughout the trial. 
The other monograph to which this source is intrinsically linked approaches the German 
witch trials from the perspective of gender and sexuality. Across Western Europe, the concept of 
witchcraft was deeply gendered. While not all accused witches were women and every region 
that conducted witch trials had different proportions of male and female accusations, regional 
concepts of witchcraft, particularly in the Germanic speaking world, were fundamentally related 
to anxieties surrounding women and their role in society. Perhaps the most prominent 
monograph related to the gendered concepts of magic in early modern Germany is Witch Craze: 
Terror and Fantasy in Baroque Germany by Lyndal Roper. In using her psychoanalytical 
approach to witch trials, Roper delves deep into the minds and mentalités of men and women, 
old and young through the peak of the witch trials in southern Germany to gain an understanding 
of how communities could turn on their neighbours with such ferocity as witnessed in the region. 
Through this book, witchcraft is described as a deeply rooted fantasy, reflecting the fears and 
concerns regarding life, death, and fertility, giving “a structure to wordless terrors and grief, 
translating them into a recognizable narrative.”81 In Roper’s analysis, women played a key role 
in the world between life and death, bringing life into the world both as mothers and as 
midwives, and in a time period in which sex and sexuality was a matter of survival, producing 
fears and anxieties surrounding birth and infertility.82 While the trials of Zug are more agrarian 
than sexual in nature, they are similarly focused on fear and anxiety surrounding survival with 
women at the core of this fear. It is primarily women who are meeting with the Devil, calling 
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hailstorms, and poisoning cattle, fulfilling the fantasies of the Alpine hexe, where the village 
witch and the diabolical witch meet. 
Structure of Thesis 
  This thesis consists of three chapters, which provide both explanation and analysis of the 
1737 witch trial in Zug, Switzerland, and how these trials reflect the ways in which common 
people, particularly women, interacted with and envisioned space. “Chapter One: Place, Space, 
and Zug as it was in 1737” provides the reader with a strong contextual understanding of both 
the town and the Canton of Zug during the time of these trials. Here, the reader will be guided on 
a spatial analysis of the Canton, exploring its natural and human landscape. Such an analysis is 
vital to grasping the intricacies of the world in which the women caught up in the trials 
interacted. After contextualizing the landscape of Zug as it was in 1737, Chapter One delves into 
the history of Zug prior to Katharina Kalbacher’s initial accusations of witchcraft. The history of 
medieval and Reformation Zug is one closely linked to the Canton’s position as a borderland 
across the eras, providing insight as to why the witch craze could erupt so fiercely within this 
small region of the Swiss Confederacy. “Chapter Two: Witchcraft and Fear at the Border” builds 
upon the concepts of borders and landscape established in the first chapter, bringing the 
discussion of witchcraft, fear, and anxiety into the mix. This chapter explores the spatial 
elements of witchcraft within the 1737 trials from a fantastical perspective. From the first 
meeting with the Devil at the borders of fantasy and reality in the Meilacher forest to the accused 
witches’ final moments behind the Schutzengel Church just outside of the borders of the town, 
this relationship between borderlands and witchcraft will be explored both within the cantonal 
borders and beyond. “Chapter Three: The Mapping of an Eighteenth-Century Woman’s 
Cosmos,” the third and final chapter, utilizes Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology 
31 
 
to illustrate the boundaries of a woman’s cosmos in early modern Zug from the perspective of 
reality. Every place that one of the accused mentions in their trial represents a place that they 
know exists. By recording these place mentions within a database and then entering the 
coordinates into the QGIS mapping program, a map can be drawn of a woman’s world in 
eighteenth-century Zug as included in the trial records, demonstrating the boundaries of her 
known world, and presenting the realities of her witchcraft narrative in a visual format for 
analysis. 
Through the use of this methodology, this thesis provides a visualization of a world that 
historians rarely get a chance to see, using maps to explain where their geographic understanding 
of the world began and ended, drawing borders around the lived experiences of common women 
interacting with space and place. With the spaces of these women’s narratives, both real and 
fantastical, laid out upon a map, we are afforded a chance to truly gain an understanding of the 
world in which they lived and the way they saw the world around them. In building a spatial 
narrative, we are able to reconstruct the mentalités of common women in eighteenth-century Zug 
in entirely new ways. The tragedy is that it took their deaths to bring their stories to life centuries 
later. 
   
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Chapter One: Place, Space, and Zug as it was in 1737 
  On August 16, 1737, Katharina Kalbacher was brought face to face with one of the 
women whom she had denounced for witchcraft: seventy-year-old Lisi Bossard. During their 
confrontation, Katharina began weaving Lisi into her narratives of diabolical magic. However, 
the settings for these stories were not far off places nor figments of her imagination. Rather, they 
were the real and tangible places with which she and the people of Zug interacted, constituting 
their lived world. At the Meilacher, she and the other accused made magical powder at the behest 
of the Devil, which they used in the hills outside of Zug at the Sankt Verena chapel and at the 
nearby village of Oberwil to poison cattle.83 While Lisi initially denied these charges, her mettle 
was not to hold in the face of intensive torture. On August 22, Lisi confessed to the crime of 
witchcraft and began to construct her own witchcraft narrative, which both confirmed the context 
that Katharina had established and added new places to the story.84 With each confession, more 
places were added to the stratigraphy of the trial, adding increasing complexity to the places and 
networks of eighteenth-century Zug. 
The world inhabited by the people whose lives unfold upon the pages of the 1737 Zug 
witch trial differs dramatically from that of the present. Outside of the medieval Altstadt, Zug is 
a modern city and an economic centre; however, the stratigraphy of the past descends far below 
the surface, long before the arrival of the multinational corporations for which Zug is locally 
famous today. The place where the excesses of contemporary society stand was once the 
foundations of a deeply agrarian culture. The slight smell of cows that still permeates the air 
throughout the canton is a reminder of Zug’s roots, where the cow was both a symbol of and a 
                                                 
83 StAZG A 105/6, fol. 17B-18A. 
84 StAZG A 105/6, fol. 42A. 
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means to prosperity, upon whose bovine shoulders the health and wellbeing of the family rested. 
The paths trodden by the accused witches of Zug and those who sentenced them to death at the 
stake remain under the feet of the executives and expats who now inhabit the city. Most tangibly, 
many of the landmarks of the Canton of Zug that would have been familiar to the people swept 
up in the trials remain standing, from the Chaibenturm where the accused were held imprisoned 
to the Schutzengel Church where they ultimately met their death. 
To understand the mentalités of those whose lives became entangled in the 1737 witch 
trial, establishing their geographical and historical context is of the utmost importance, as these 
links to the past are paramount to the narratives constructed by the accused. By examining these 
patterns of the spaces and places created in this region, we gain a greater understanding of how 
the geography and the history of the whole region affected the trial of 1737. The uncover of the 
palimpsest reveals a world where the fear of the supernatural could be rationalized, and both the 
witch and the Devil were terrifyingly real. This chapter does so by first dissecting the physical 
and human geography of the Canton of Zug, recreating the landscape as it was in 1737. The 
analysis incorporates maps to aid in the visualization of the region both as it is and as it was, 
pulling back the stratigraphy of the past to unveil the world of eighteenth-century Zug. This 
section is followed by an historical examination of the Canton of Zug from the twelfth century 
through its joining with the Swiss Confederacy and the Reformation. Furthermore, a brief 
exploration of the Canton’s previous witch trials will provide a background to the concepts of 
witchcraft and the trial procedures that laid the precedent for the 1737 trial. 
On Space and Place 
  Before exploring the geographic context of the Canton of Zug, it is important to first 
define two terms that form the core of the geographic discipline: space and place. These two 
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similar but distinct concepts will play a vital role in the exploration of Zug’s geography and the 
ways in which the past is approached through a geographic lens. Space is the concept of location, 
lacking its human elements and associations. Rather, it is the blank canvas of a location, where 
meaning can be built in relation to time.85 Place, however, is easier to conceptualize as it is a 
space that has developed a human connection and meaning as a result of direct human 
interaction. The Dictionary of Human Geography defines place as requiring interaction and 
interpretation by humans and “continually emergent” as people’s interactions with place build a 
social stratum of meaning upon the location over time, changing the way that people understand 
the place.86 The actions of humans in the past have played out across space, creating the sense of 
place through such interactions and movements that have attributed meaning to the world. Place 
as a concept is relative to the individual, as different spaces can be tied to unique experiences and 
contexts. Edward Relph describes the experiential basis of place building as founded on 
“personal geographies composed of direct experiences, memory, fantasy, present circumstances, 
and future purposes.”87 In using place as a basis of examination, Relph argues that we are 
therefore using the concept as a mirror, “reflecting and revealing human nature and seeking order 
and meaning in the experiences that we have of the world.”88 However, the reflection of human 
nature goes beyond the individualistic conceptions of place, allowing them to intertwine with one 
another into a community image of place, in which the meanings associated with space share 
commonalities across a group of people. Relph’s concept of community images of place uses 
common ideas and symbols associated with locales are created through shared experiences and 
                                                 
85 Derek Gregory et al., eds., The Dictionary of Human Geography, Fifth ed. (West Sussex: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009), 
709. 
86 Gregory et al., eds., The Dictionary of Human Geography, 539-540. 
87 E. Relph, Place and Placelessness (London: Pion Limited, 1976), 4. 
88 Relph, Place and Placelessness, 4. 
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interactions between individuals.89 Therefore, the social strata that people construct upon space 
are reliant on both individual and group construction and interpretation.  
  Both the individualistic and communal concepts of place are further explored in the 
foundational works of Yi-Fu Tuan, whose discussions of space, place, and self provide the 
backdrop for this thesis’s conceptualization of how people interact with the world around them. 
In Topophilia: A Study of Environmental Perception, Attitudes, and Values, Tuan notes that 
“[t]he idea of ‘center’ and ‘periphery’ in spatial organization is perhaps universal. People 
everywhere tend to structure space – geographical and cosmological – with themselves at the 
center and with concentric zones (more or less well defined) of decreasing value beyond.”90 The 
process of developing place out of space consequently revolves around the self with decreasing 
levels of spatial awareness moving away from the body. The concept of place, therefore, is 
reliant on an understanding of the self, its location within the landscape, and boundaries of the 
centre and periphery. The historical record of the 1737 trial allows us the opportunity to use the 
documentary evidence to help reconstruct the limits of these concentric zones around the bodies 
of the accused. This concept of spatial boundaries forms the heart of Chapter Three, providing 
theoretical context to the examination of the realities of space and place in the trial document. 
  While Tuan’s concept of core and periphery spaces from Topophilia inform this thesis’s 
concepts of borders within tangible space, the use of trial records to explore space adds the 
concept of fantasy to the accused’s understanding of space and place. Witchcraft, magic, and 
diabolism, while fantastical in nature, were reflected in the spatial realities of the lower-status 
people at the heart of the trials. Not only are core and periphery aspects of space important to the 
                                                 
89 Relph, Place and Placelessness, 57. 
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Hall Inc., 1974) 27. 
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spatial conceptualizations of the accused, but also aspects of reality and fantasy. Tuan explores 
the concept of these imagined aspects of spaces in Space and Place: The Perspective of 
Experience. While traditionally viewed as a process of understanding spatial reality, Tuan notes, 
place building across geographic and temporal contexts has been intrinsically tied to mythical 
spaces and places, where the known world meets imagination. These mythical spaces can be 
viewed as either an extension of reality and the experiences of the people, or solely belonging in 
the imagination with little or no relationship with reality.91 The mythical spaces of Zug as seen in 
the trial documents resemble to the former, in which knowledge of the real world provides the 
context for spatial conceptualizations, “…and contexts invariably grow fuzzy and mystical 
around the edges.”92 It was around the edges of the accused’s known world, in the marginal 
spaces of Zug that these mythical spaces came to light in the place building processes for the 
accused. It was here in marginal spaces that the tangible and real concepts of landscape frayed, 
shifting the definitions and understandings of space and place in the context of lower-status 
people living in eighteenth-century Zug. The fantastical elements of space and place serve as the 
focus for Chapter Two.  
While numerous disciplines have all had a spatial turn over the past decades, History’s 
interrelationship with the geographic concepts of space and place extends over the course of over 
a century. This interdisciplinary past is outlined in Susanne Rau’s History, Space, and Place, 
which examines the broad historiography of spatial history through the decades. While Rau’s 
historiography explores a variety of spatial methodologies, some are particularly pertinent to the 
conceptions of space and place in this study. One of these approaches was that spearheaded by 
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the network of scholars from the universities of Aix/Marseilles, Sorbonne, Dresden, and 
Warwick, called Social Sites-Öfftenliche Räume-Lieux d’échanges (1300-1800). The scholars 
who took part in this network sought to foster “a greater awareness for spatial uses and 
perceptions that develop in this period, both on the macrolevel of cosmological order and the 
microlevel of how human beings experience locality or public spaces such as churches, markets, 
or taverns… [and] the particular characteristics of places/spaces in three different fields during 
premodern times – political, religious, and economic.”93 This approach to spatial history 
encourages a “relational spatial concept of space” in which places were created on a social level, 
where human interaction and the networks they formed were directly tied to the landscape 
itself.94 To comprehend both the macro and micro levels of spatial conceptualization in the 
premodern past, an understanding of the space itself is vital. 
  The space at the heart of this examination is within the boundaries of the Canton of Zug, 
although to understand the context of the trials, the spaces surrounding the cantonal borders will 
also play a role in this discussion, for to build the landscape within these borders, it is of the 
utmost importance to construct the world outside of them. Physical geographic features do not 
follow the boundaries created by people; therefore, Zug will be examined from a wider 
perspective before narrowing the focus. Zug as a place will form the heart of this discussion, but 
to ignore the broader geographic context would be ignoring the greater patterns that have made 
Zug unique. From this broad exploration of space, the focus will narrow, as patterns in smaller 
regions are laid bare for understanding and examination. 
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The World of the Witches 
  The landscape of Zug is the landscape of the two faces of Switzerland. At the centre of 
the canton sits the Zugersee, a small lake in comparison to the neighbouring Zürichsee and 
Vierwaldstättersee, which forms the border between the two halves of Swiss topography. The 
Zugersee’s southern shore touches the northernmost peaks of the central Swiss Alps in the 
neighbouring Canton of Schwyz. Rigi, the first of these mountains, towers over the southern 
edge of the Zugersee, visible on all but the cloudiest days from the Zuger Altstadt while Pilatus, 
among the most notable of the northern Alpine peaks, looms on the southern horizon. The canton 
itself is topographically divided in half along a north-south axis. On the eastern half of this 
divide stand the subalpine foothills. These low but steep highlands rise sharply along the eastern 
shore of the Zugersee, stretching from the Canton of Schwyz and the Vierwaldstättersee 
northward and into the Canton of Zürich before tapering into rolling hills. These mountains, 
which rise sharply behind Zug, reach a small valley behind the first peak of the Zugerberg. In 
this valley sits the Ägerisee, a smaller lake fed by streams from the high Alpine peaks before 
draining into the Zugersee through the Lorze river. In this highland region sizeable coniferous 
forests remain, covering the steep hillsides and creating a stark contrast with the agrarian terrain 
that composes much of the cantonal landscape. In this subalpine region, the highest point in the 
Canton rises above the border between Zug and Schwyz: the peak Wildspitz. Standing at 1580m 
as the highest peak on the Rossberg mountain, Wildspitz is the highest point in the Canton of 
Zug, and while it is dwarfed by the massive peaks of the Alps to the south, it remains one of the 
northernmost sizeable peaks of the mountain range in Central Switzerland.95  
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  Zug’s relationship with the Alpine landscape runs much further south and into the heart 
of the Swiss Alps. In following their East-West axis across the European continent, the Alps 
serve as the natural barrier between the northern continent and the Italian peninsula. As a result 
of the immensity and density of the Alpine peaks, very few passes exist through their breadth. 
However, one of the largest and most navigable passes, the St. Gotthard Pass, became a highway 
for trade between the Italian and Germanic worlds starting in the late twelfth and early thirteenth 
centuries.96 Stretching northward from Italy, the path begins near the northern tips of Lago 
Maggiore and Lago Lugano, located just North of Milan, following the Valle Leventina to the St. 
Gotthard Massif. From here, the path traverses the St. Gotthard Pass before descending into the 
Urseren Valley in the Canton of Uri. The St. Gotthard Pass represents both the physical and 
linguistic divide between the Italian and Germanic worlds. From here, the path follows the 
Useren Valley north until it drains into the Vierwaldstättersee. The fastest and most direct route 
between the pass’s northern terminus and the urban centres of North Central Europe passes 
directly through the Canton of Zug. Following the topography of the canton, people and goods 
travelled along the eastern shores of the Vierwaldstättersee to the Canton of Schwyz, from 
whence the path could follow the foothills of Rigi and approach Zug from the southern shores of 
the Zugersee, or follow the eastern and southern shores of the Vierwaldstättersee to Luzern 
before turning north toward Zug. As such, Zug’s location at the borders of the Alps was deeply 
intertwined with the local identity and culture. 
However, the other half of the Canton, that to the west of the Zugerberg and the 
Zugersee, reflects a far different side of Switzerland. The high alpine peaks are replaced instead 
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with the low rolling hills of the Swiss midlands, a stark contrast from the visage of the Alps 
towering on the southern horizon. This region’s hills and plains extend west from the slopes of 
the Zugerberg to the cantonal border with the Canton of Aargau. From here, the topography 
follows the path of the Alps on a southwesterly trajectory, providing flat and fertile land 
stretching beyond the Franco-Germanic divide in the Canton of Bern before becoming 
Figure 2: The Geygerkate of 1667 depicting the northern shores of the Zugersee. The upper half depicts the mountainous 
eastern side of the canton to the apex of the Zugerberg, while the lower half depicts the rolling hills, forests, and farmland 
of the west. ETH Zürich. 
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encapsulated between the Jura mountains and the Alps until reaching the shores of Lac Leman. 
To the north of Zug, the rolling hills and plains stretch to the northeast as a part of the Central 
European Plateau, covering the northern parts of the Canton of Zürich and the Canton of 
Thurgau on the shores of the Bodensee, then continuing across the rest of the European continent 
toward the Baltic. 
Within Zug’s borders, this flat land is largely consumed by small urban settlements, 
agriculture, and forests. Each of these three land uses factored into the witch trials of Zug in a 
variety of different ways, and understanding their context and presence within the broader world 
of Zug is vital to understanding how people living in 1737 connected with the world around 
them. The interplay between all three of these land uses has been visible cartographically since 
the early modern period, exemplified by the Geygerkarte of 1667 (Figure 2). While the canton is 
structured around the city of Zug, a number of satellite urban areas exist throughout the region. 
In 1737, Zug, serving as a regional capital, was by far the largest of these settlements. From the 
medieval period to the modern period, Zug was a walled city. Through the medieval period, Zug 
consisted of three streets of tightly packed urban homes, hidden between the medieval walls and 
the lake. The main entrance in and out of Zug ran through the Zytturm, a clock tower that still 
looms over the oldest part of the city, known today as the Unterstadt. By the eighteenth century, 
the landscape of Zug had shifted dramatically since its medieval roots. In 1435, the lowest of the 
city’s three streets collapsed into the Zugersee, submerging twenty-six homes beneath the waters 
of the lake.97 By the mid-sixteenth century, the landscape of Zug had expanded westward up the 
low slopes of the Zugerberg, maintaining the two remaining streets of the Unterstadt while 
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continuing to grow beyond the early medieval walls. A new curtain wall was erected around the 
city in the fifteenth century, enclosing both the Unterstadt and a number of other structures that 
had previously been located beyond the borders of the city walls such as the Burg, a medieval 
hill fort dating back to the tenth century, a Capuchin monastery, and the St. Oswald church 
founded in the early fifteenth century.98 Within the second curtain walls was a mixed space of 
small agricultural and residential land. 
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Figure 3: Settlements of the Canton of Zug. Wikimedia Commons, 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/91/Karte_Gemeinden_des_Kantons_Zug_2007.png 
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While Zug was the largest urban centre in the Canton during the eighteenth century, it 
was not the only one. Following the northern shores of the Zugersee to its northwestern tip, the 
town of Cham faces Zug on the northwest end of the lake (see Figure 3). The site of a Roman 
settlement and a castle for the Carolingian monarchs since the eighth century, Cham had grown 
to a mid-sized urban centre by the early eighteenth century. Although the two cities meet as a 
part of a continuous urban sprawl along the northern shore of the Zugersee in the twenty-first 
century, in the eighteenth century they were separated by forest and farmland, with the small 
Schutzengel Church located between the two cities. While Zug and Cham were the two main 
urban centres during the early modern period, a number of other small towns existed across the 
canton. In the Canton’s northern and western quarters, smaller agrarian villages are scattered 
across the landscape, surrounded by fields. The eastern shores of the Zugersee are largely 
composed of small villages clinging to the shoreline under the steep topography of the low alpine 
peaks. While under the jurisdiction of the Canton of Schwyz, Arth, situated on the southeastern 
tip of the Zugersee, reflects Zug’s ties to the St. Gotthard Pass as all goods and people travelling 
the eastern route between Zug and the Italian peninsula had to pass through the town. Nestled in 
the valley between Rigi and Rossberg, Arth was a natural chokepoint for local trade. Over the 
ridge of the mountains in the east of the canton on the high plateau of the Zugerberg, a number of 
small towns and villages are nestled in the hills and valleys. Along the shores of the Ägerisee, 
the twin towns of Oberägeri and Unterägeri stand beside the northwestern edge of the lake, while 
at the southeastern edge the tiny village of Morgarten sits at the border with Schwyz, where the 
Swiss Confederacy’s fate would be decided in the thirteenth century, as will be discussed in the 
following section.  
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While Zug is divided geographically by its two dominant landscapes, these two halves 
can be further defined by their land usage. The eastern mountainous side of the canton follows 
the Alpine pastoral system, whereas the western plains are dominated by crop-based agriculture 
mixed with pastoral lands. Perhaps the single most clear indicator of Zug’s ties to the land comes 
from the sense of smell. Even in the twenty-first century, the entire canton, and in fact much of 
the country, has the unmistakably pungent odour of cattle. Switzerland’s cattle-based culture has 
deep roots in the country’s history. As early as the twelfth century, the Swiss Alps were 
dominated by pastoral communities, herding cows on their biennial transhumance between the 
fertile alpine meadows and the sheltered valleys in accordance with the seasons.99 While the 
modern transition of cattle dressed in floral decorations from lowlands to highlands in the spring 
is treated as a charming and nostalgic source of festivities, this bovine celebration of the 
changing of seasons reflects the reliance on cattle as a means of life in the Swiss Alps during 
centuries past.  
In many regions of Switzerland, including Zug’s eastern mountains, the cow was the 
lifeblood of the pastoralist, and it was her wellbeing that guaranteed income and health for the 
family. This reliance on the cow and its eventual link to witchcraft was perhaps best described by 
Lyndal Roper: 
Animals embodied wealth and survival. The line of the fat cows the rich peasant was able 
to drive through the village was the most vivid representation of his economic well-being. 
For him, milk flowed, and his herd was fertile. He had manure, protein, and capital. The 
widow’s poverty could be read from her thin-flanked, single cow that gave milk too poor 
to make butter. What more frightening example of disorder in the natural world could 
there be than the cow who gave blood instead of milk, the red liquid signifying illness 
and death instead of life? Cows were a frequent target of the witches’ malice. As givers 
of milk, and closely linked with their owners, they could easily stand for things to do with 
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maternity and nourishing liquids… This made owners likely to fear, and therefore 
interpret, their illnesses as the assaults of witches.100 
To the people of Zug, the cow represented life, wealth, and wellbeing. The countryside 
surrounding Zug has been the home of pastoralists for centuries, shaping the mentalités of the 
people inhabiting this place around their cows. As such, cows appear with striking regularity in 
the Zug trials, the victims of supposed poisonings at the hands of accused witches. 
  While Jonathan Steinberg notes that most Swiss cantons by the fourteenth century had 
specialized in either agriculture or pastoralism, Zug’s unique geography presented an opportunity 
to focus on both.101 As most other cantons were limited by their terrain, with the mountainous 
cantons focused mainly on their cattle and the production of cheese while the valley cantons 
focused on the production of cereals, Zug’s topographical split led to a different division of food 
production than prevailed in many of the other cantons. While cattle farms dominated these 
eastern highlands, the rolling hills of the Swiss midlands focused upon crop-based agriculture, 
particularly the cultivation of wheat around Cham.102 As such, the same anxieties surrounding 
the survival of crops existed in Zug as in other agrarian regions of Switzerland. The landscape 
and its relation to agricultural land use in early modern Zug lent itself to the witchcraft beliefs 
and narratives of the local population. Fear of the weather magic of the alpine hexe tradition 
filled the minds and mentalités of the farmers of eighteenth-century Zug, where a bad 
thunderstorm or hailstorm intensified by the proximity of the Alps could devastate the livelihood 
of Zug’s farmers.103 
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  The last form of landscape covering the spaces of the Canton of Zug is the forest. It has 
previously been noted that the steep slopes of the Zugerberg are covered in thick pine forests. 
However, a variety of forests exist in the canton to date. The region surrounding Hünenberg in 
the seventeenth century was famous for its oak stands, where cows and pigs were once taken for 
foraging.104 While many of the oak forests were cut down in the 1940s, the western half of the 
canton still possesses large areas of mixed deciduous forest scattered amongst the farmland.105 
The eastern hills along the slopes of the Zugerberg possess birch stands in the mid altitudes, with 
the upper slopes covered in mixed coniferous forests, whose existence for centuries is proven by 
records from the nineteenth century.106 However, the most pertinent of all of these forests to the 
trials of 1737 is the Meilacher or Eichwald forest, an oak reserve that stood at the edge of the 
Zuger Allmend, the common land where the local cattle were sent to graze on the northern edge 
of town. The Meilacher forest stretched across a large section of the northern shore of the 
Zugersee, separated from the lake by a narrow strip of farmland, the Schutzengel Church, and the 
Allmend grazing land. While the forests’ origins are clouded, by the sixteenth century the 
Meilacher had earned a dark reputation in Zug’s folklore, with a direct association with the Devil 
and witches.107 As the site of the witches’ sabbat even among the early witchcraft trials in the 
canton, Zug’s relationship with the Meilacher was deeply and fundamentally tied to fear and 
anxiety surrounding the supernatural and the forest just over the fenced boundary of the 
Allmend. While the Meilacher was cut down in the mid-nineteenth century for use in the 
construction of the local hospital, and the land was quickly conglomerated into the expanding 
city of Zug, its location is still commemorated by the presences of the Eichwaldstraße, or 
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Eichwald Street, where the forest once stood. The relationship between the Meilacher forest and 
the fears, anxieties, and mentalités of the people of Zug in the 1737 trial will be explored further 
in Chapter Two. While the Meilacher forest was a marginal space at the heart of the 1737 trial, 
an examination of the historical context of the city and Canton of Zug illustrates that Zug itself 
was a marginal space, existing upon a number of social, political, and confessional borders. 
A Brief History of Zug to 1737 
  The origins of the Swiss Confederacy to which Zug belongs are equally shrouded in 
mystery and revered in myth. While every year on August 1, the Swiss gather to celebrate their 
national holiday, the Nationalfeiertag, the event that they are celebrating likely never happened. 
According to Swiss folklore, in early August of 1291, the cantons of Uri, Schwyz, and 
Nidwalden gathered at the meadow of Rütli by the shores of the Vierwaldstättersee to the south 
of Zug, swearing an oath of peace and protection between their collective jurisdictions and 
setting the stage for the joining of all modern cantons into a single united Switzerland.108 This 
mythic origin, to which Zug was supposedly a spectator, has been disproven by historical study, 
but represents a broader theme within the regional history of the lands that now compose 
Switzerland.109 The historical patterns that affected this region in the centuries before and after 
the earliest Swiss confederate unions were felt in Zug, whose position in the geographic 
borderlands often placed the canton at the edge of two different worlds. Through the trials and 
tribulations of the medieval and early modern period, Zug was often placed at the borders of 
politics and religion, with two models of political authority and two models of religious 
confession each vying for control over the territory. From its origins through to the end of the 
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early modern period, both of these factors contributed to the development of the canton as it was 
at the start of the 1737 trial. 
  Through the eleventh and twelfth centuries, much of the regional power of central 
Switzerland was controlled by an extensive series of churches, abbeys, and monasteries, with 
minor lords controlling small urban centres.110 However, the thirteenth century brought a 
dramatic shift in the historical patterns of Zug and the surrounding region with the opening of the 
St. Gotthard Pass around the year 1200. As noted by Clive Church and Randolph Head, the 
opening of the St. Gotthard “triggered economic growth and broader horizons in formerly 
isolated valleys, as became evident in their precocious emergence as privileged corporate 
communities headed by local noble clans in the 1200s.”111 Zug was far from an exception to this 
rule. The thirteenth century saw Zug’s emergence as a local power during this period of 
economic expansion. By the time that the St. Gotthard Pass began to bring wealth through the 
region, Zug was firmly under the control of the noble Kyburg family, based out of Winterthur, a 
town in the northern midlands of Switzerland south of the Bodensee. Under the Kyburgs, the city 
was fortified with its earliest walls, while the rising importance of the region following the 
opening of the St. Gotthard Pass caused the population within the walls to rapidly swell.112 This 
upward trend was not relegated to Zug. With the increased wealth coming through the lands that 
would compose Switzerland over the Alps came a frenzy of urbanization, mixed with population 
growth as a result of increased trade and a growing agricultural sector, changing the face of the 
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Germanic region north of the Alps. By the end of the thirteenth century, some estimates place the 
total population of the Swiss region at approximately 800,000.113 
  Politically, Switzerland during the thirteenth century fell under the jurisdiction of two 
entities: the Catholic Church and the Holy Roman Empire. Christianity had spread north of the 
Alps, dominating the Swiss lands as early as the fifth century and establishing a series of 
bishoprics across the region. The vast majority of Germanic Switzerland including Zug fell under 
the jurisdiction of the Bishopric of Konstanz following its foundation in the early seventh 
century to ensure Catholic orthodoxy within the Alemannic peoples.114 However, the religious 
and political landscape of the Holy Roman Empire was fractured, punctuated by a significant 
level of regional freedom. In allowing the urban centres of the Empire a great deal of political 
freedom, so too did the Empire grant extensive regional power to smaller lords, allowing for the 
consolidation of power. The political discord mixed with the divided landscape allowed for the 
formation of an entirely unique social structure. Zug in the early years of the thirteenth century 
was ruled by the Kyburg family, a line of nobles from the north. The Kyburgs were not alone in 
their expansion across the Swiss midlands, and their rule over Zug was eclipsed in the mid-
thirteenth century. In 1273, following the death of the emperor, another noble family from Zug’s 
western neighbour Aargau became embroiled in imperial politics, changing the regional course 
within the Empire. The Habsburgs, who had made expansive territorial gains during the 
economic and demographic explosions of the early thirteenth century, gaining control of the 
Canton of Zug and other nearby territories, manoeuvred beyond their holdings in the Central 
Swiss midlands and gained traction within the greater Empire. However, their shifting focus into 
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the German and Austrian lands in pursuit of power led to failure in their own back yard.115 It was 
in this power vacuum that the foundation of the Swiss Confederacy was laid. 
  Thus, the story of the Swiss lands and Zug’s place within them returns to the creation of 
inter-cantonal alliances. While the 1291 oath at Rütli has been proven to be a nationalist myth, 
the founding of regional alliances between local powers at the end of the thirteenth century 
remains a major contributor to the foundations of a Switzerland that would persecute witches at 
unprecedented levels in the following centuries. As the central authority within the Holy Roman 
Empire began to crumble as a result of the instability brought about by the dynastic conflict 
being fought by the Habsburgs in the late thirteenth century, the large cities of the midlands and 
the regional powers of the smaller valleys began to establish a series of shifting alliances, 
seeking protection, trade, and an enforcement of laws in the absence of Imperial control. By the 
last decade of the thirteenth century, these regional alliances forged a semblance of unity across 
the diverse region. Upon the death of Rudolf of Habsburg, Holy Roman Emperor, in 1291, fears 
of rising disorder led to a flurry of treaties being signed, including one between Uri, Schwyz, and 
Nidwalden, although the signatories also concluded a three-year peace alliance with Zürich that 
year.116 These three cantons, sitting at the base of the St. Gotthard Pass, placed the security of 
their trade supremacy in the hands of one another. In the early years of the fourteenth century, 
Zug found itself at the borders between two rising powers: the Habsburgs and the alliance of the 
three valley cantons at the base of the Gotthard. This situation came to a head in 1315 as these 
two powers collided at Morgarten by the shores of the Ägerisee. 
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  Through the thirteenth century and into the early fourteenth century, therefore, the 
development of power in the region to the north of the Alps was dominated by churches and 
Imperial nobility. Yet following the foundations of the interregional alliances and the withdrawal 
of Habsburg interests in Central Switzerland in the waning years of the thirteenth century, the 
regional balance of power was dramatically shifted, leading to conflict. In the early years of the 
fourteenth century, Schwyz conducted a series of attacks on the properties of the monastery of 
Einsiedeln, whose power extended across the southern Canton of Zürich and into the Canton of 
Zug.117  These attacks by Schwyz often spilled over the borders of Zug, including a raid on 
Menzingen, which was a property of Einsiedeln, and the theft of the cows and horses of the 
villagers.118 In response to these attacks on their borderlands, the Habsburgs sent a force of 1500 
knights and between four and five thousand men-at-arms to Zug, preparing to eliminate Schwyz 
as a regional power.119 From the newly constructed castle at Zug, the Habsburg army set out to 
Ägeri, and then on to Morgarten, where the forces of the valley alliance were waiting to attack. 
The Battle of Morgarten on November 15, 1315 resulted in an astounding defeat for the 
Habsburgs and a shift in the geopolitical balance of the region. Zug remained at the borderlands 
of two growing political powers; however, Morgarten turned the tides of Habsburg ambition in 
the lands that would become Switzerland. In response, Louis the Bavarian, Holy Roman 
Emperor, took the opportunity to spite his rivals in the Habsburg Family by providing the three 
valley cantons with imperial liberty, granting political autonomy and social fragmentation away 
from the rest of the Empire. This act would set the stage for the territorial political autonomy that 
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defined Switzerland for the coming centuries and brought about the extensive witch trials across 
the region. 
  The victory at Morgarten would be the first of many successes by the growing alliance. 
As an increasingly important regional power, the valley alliance used its imperial liberty and its 
stranglehold on the St. Gotthard Pass to attract more alliances and influence over the surrounding 
region. In 1332, Luzern, Zug’s southern neighbour and fellow beneficiary of the 
Vierwaldstättersee trade route entered into a permanent treaty with the valley cantons, the first of 
many to come.120 Following the social catastrophes in the wake of the Black Death, the mid-
fourteenth century saw the surrounding local powers further push away from the hegemonic 
nobility structure represented by the Habsburgs in favour of the economically and politically 
stable autonomous collective presented by the valley alliances. After an urban revolution in 
Zürich, the city and its possessions abandoned their Habsburg aligned nobility in favour of a 
permanent alliance with Luzern, Uri, Nidwalden, and Schwyz in 1351, which “became a model 
for further intra-Swiss leagues…”121 Now bordered on all sides by the burgeoning Swiss 
alliance, Zug was positioned upon the precipice of a political powerhouse. 
  The year following Zürich’s alliance with Schwyz, Uri, Nidwalden, and Luzern, Zug 
remained among the last of the lucrative cities along the Gotthard trading routes not under the 
jurisdiction of the Confederacy. Therefore, its position outside of this alliance and as a Habsburg 
border state was inevitably a threat to the new Swiss alliance as it grew in size and stature 
following the Battle of Morgarten. Zug’s fate within these two competing means of political 
organization was decided in the mid-fourteenth century, when the united forces of Schwyz and 
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Zürich besieged the city of Zug after the escalation of tension between the Swiss alliance and the 
Habsburgs. By 1352, Zug remained at the border of these two burgeoning powers, leaving the 
Habsburgs keen to defend their flanks and the Confederates desperate for a buffer between the 
Habsburgs and the Confederacy’s heartland in Schwyz. However, it was the Swiss who acted 
first. While the Habsburgs were tied up in a campaign against Zürich, the Confederates struck 
against Zug. The outer communities of Ägeri, Menzingen, and Baar offered no resistance to the 
attacking forces, swearing allegiance to the Swiss Confederacy. The City of Zug shut its gates, 
prompting a siege that lasted eighteen days. However, during a brief reprieve from the siege, 
word arrived in the city that the Habsburgs cared little for their plight and their suffering. 
Therefore, the beleaguered defenders opened the gates to the city.122 In this act of surrender, Zug 
and the territory surrounding the city officially joined the Swiss Confederacy, granting the region 
with the political autonomy that defined the rest of the early cantonal system. 
  Zug’s transition from Habsburg holding to Confederate canton demonstrates a defining 
shift in the political context of the region. Where once imperial control from a hegemonic 
nobility held power over the city, Zug’s admission to the Swiss Confederacy resulted in its rising 
political autonomy. This pattern of shifting control defined Zug politically from the medieval 
period onward, and had a direct impact on the scope and severity of prosecutions for witchcraft 
in the following centuries. With a lack of centralized oversight and all local legal and political 
matters instead deferred to the Ammann and the Stadtrat (city council), the prosecution of 
accused witches was at the mercy of a small, localized body of authorities, lacking broader 
oversight. In joining the Swiss Confederacy, Zug became deeply autonomous in political and 
legal matters, following the Swiss pattern of uneven and severe witch trials occurring on a 
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regional basis. The fractured political system within which Zug found itself by the late medieval 
period further served as a catalyst for an even greater division that rocked the Canton of Zug and 
Switzerland as a whole: the Reformation. 
  Switzerland’s fractured political nature during the medieval period led to further division 
in the early modern period as a result of inter-confessional conflict. While the Protestant 
Reformation was not born in the Swiss lands, its effects were felt strongly in the divided region. 
The most dramatic impact of the Reformation on Switzerland began on Zug’s borders at the start 
of the sixteenth century under the leadership of reformist preacher Ulrich Zwingli. Born in 1484, 
Zwingli followed his career within the Church from Vienna to the Canton of Glarus, where he 
served as a village preacher for a decade prior to accepting a position at the powerful Einsiedeln 
monastery where he focused on the theology of early Christians.123 Upon his arrival as a preacher 
at the Fraumünster in Zürich in 1518, the church was already experiencing shockwaves from 
Martin Luther’s calls for reform north of the Swiss border, and Zwingli’s style of preaching was 
similarly confrontational toward Catholic tradition.124 In 1522 the increasing rift between 
Zwingli and the Catholic Church widened further, resulting in the Swiss Diet, which prohibited 
“innovation” within the Church but encouraged the cantonal enforcement of these rules. As such, 
Zwingli’s concepts of reform spread across Switzerland, with the Cantons granted the authority 
to decide their confessions. The major population centres of Zürich, Bern, and Basel all adopted 
Zwingli’s Reformist theological movement, while Central Switzerland, including Zug, remained 
Catholic. 
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  By 1529, the tension between confessional cantons had built up to a breaking point. From 
Zürich, Zwingli brought further theological divisions between the Reformed church and the 
Catholic Church, which led to a near conflict between Zürich and Schwyz that year, only 
narrowly avoided due to their allies’ reluctance for war. While the peace terms between the two 
cantons were meant to ensure the confessional individuality of each canton in the confederacy, 
they were not meant to last. In 1531, further conflict between Reformed and Catholic cantons 
resulted in the Reformed cantons, those largely on the Swiss midland plains, banning the sale of 
grain to Catholic cantons, whose largely alpine geography forced them to rely on their midland 
neighbours for grain to supplement their pastoral lifestyles. This act prompted the central Swiss 
Catholic cantons, including Zug, to declare war on Zürich. In the resulting battle at Kappel, near 
Zug’s northern border with Zürich, the Reformists were soundly defeated, Zwingli was killed, 
and a final peace treaty was signed on November 20, 1531.125 Through this treaty, the Second 
Kappeler Landfrieden, the two faiths were acknowledged and their coexistence was deemed 
crucial in order to maintain the confederacy’s political status quo.126 However, the ensuing two 
centuries tested the cantons’ resolve for unity numerous times. 
  Following Zwingli’s death, the Reform movement carried on across the Swiss lands 
through the remainder of the sixteenth century and into the seventeenth century. Under Jean 
Calvin, the Reformed Church solidified its hold on western Switzerland from Geneva, while in 
1586 the five Catholic cantons of central Switzerland, including Zug, founded the mutual  
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 
Figure 4: Religious Divisions of the Old Confederacy During the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries - Map by 
Marco Zanoli, Wikimedia 
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defence alliance known as the Golden League, which intentionally overrode defensive pacts 
signed as part of the medieval alliances in order to exclude the Reformed cantons.127 By the mid-
seventeenth century, the confessional boundaries that existed across the Swiss confederacy had 
solidified, as seen in the map in Figure 4, and perpetually tested the strength of the confederacy. 
In 1656, the confederacy found itself at war once more in the First War of Villmergen. Sparked 
following the reveal and persecution of “crypto-Protestants” in Arth on the south-eastern shores 
of the Zugersee, the Catholics led by Luzern once more soundly defeated the Reformed armies in 
the Aargau village of Villmergen before a negotiated peace returned the region to the status 
quo.128 However, the status quo was not to last.  
In the early eighteenth century, once more tensions rose between the confessions, and the 
Reformed cantons utilized their increasingly urban populations to their advantage, fielding a 
professional army to reinforce an uprising in St. Gallen and protect the corridor between Zürich 
and Bern in Aargau. As a result, one final confessional war broke out in 1712 as the Catholic 
cantons fielded an army against the Reformists; however, the superiority of the urban troops 
brought the Second War of Villmergen to a sudden and bloody end for the Catholics, with their 
first resounding defeat.129 The resulting Peace of Aarau enforced religious parity at the cost of 
the Catholic supremacy brought about by the previous two confessional wars and brewed 
continued bitterness between the different faiths.130 Despite all of the religious maneuverings of 
the early modern period, Switzerland remained divided by faith, with its cantonal autonomy 
resulting in a confessional patchwork across the Confederacy. Catholics and Protestants lived 
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side by side, with the interdependencies of the medieval alliances crossing over confessional 
lines. As noted by Church and Head, “[f]or clerical and secular authorities, the resulting 
mingling was a source of constant anxiety as they struggled to teach and discipline the general 
population. Yet it also meant that everyone in the Swiss lands had some experience with people 
of differing religious persuasion, often at very close range.”131 These anxieties would manifest 
across the era of Reformation in the witch trials of Switzerland, and under such circumstances, 
the borderland canton of Zug was particularly susceptible to the fears and anxieties surrounding 
social orthodoxy and order. If the heart of Swiss Reformed Protestantism could be found just 
over the borders of the Sihl River in Zürich, could not the Devil himself be found beyond the 
borders of Zug’s walls? 
The Age of Witch Trials in Zug 
  Bookended by beginning and end of confessional wars in Switzerland, the fears and 
anxieties born of the Reformation resulted in 197 witch trials recorded in the Canton of Zug 
between 1559 and 1748. During this era, Zug found itself perennially on the borders of religious 
change and conflict. The three confessional wars that ravaged the Swiss lands during the 
Reformation all occurred in neighbouring cantons, with the 1531 Battle of Kappel in the Canton 
of Zürich occurring within 10km of the Zuger Altstadt, and the two battles of Villmergen to the 
northeast in the Canton of Aargau. As such, Zug always sat on the edge of a knife, the victim of 
the political and religious borderlands upon which it was located. In a world in which life was 
dominated by fears located just beyond the border, fear of the supernatural was inevitable.  
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  In 1559, Margareth Pamperli would become the first woman executed for the crime of 
witchcraft in the Canton of Zug. Pamperli, charged with both theft and witchcraft, was drowned 
in the Zugersee, the first, but far from the last person executed for the crime of witchcraft in the 
Canton of Zug.132 The precedent for execution in Zug was set in this first trial. Over the course of 
the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries, the Canton saw a number of waves of witch 
trials, varying in severity. Between 1611 and 1616, a total of 36 people stood trial for witchcraft 
in the city, with another wave coming in 1633 and 1634 that saw 20 trials. The largest wave, 
however, came in the mid-seventeenth centruy, when 29 people were brought to trial in 1660 
alone, the highest single year on record in Zug. Of these 29 people, not a single one was noted to 
have survived their trial.133 Over the course of these two centuries of trials, there was a distinct 
variety of execution methods for condemned witches, the most common of which were 
                                                 
132 “Anklagen und Hinrichtungen wegen Hexerei im Stand Zug 1559-1748,” Staatsarchiv Zug, (April 7, 2015). 
133 “Anklagen und Hinrichtungen wegen Hexerei im Stand Zug 1559-1748,” Staatsarchiv Zug, (April 7, 2015). On a 
number of the trials, the judgement was not included in the trial documentation. While this does not guarantee that 
the accused was executed, the acquittal or escape of an accused witch was duly noted in previous trials; therefore I 
would hypothesize that their survival was extremely unlikely.  
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Figure 5: Witchcraft accusations brought to trial in the Canton of Zug per annum 
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beheading before burning, with 77 victims, and burning alive, with 46 victims. These executions 
often followed temporal patterns, with most victims of certain trial waves executed with similar 
methods.134  
  The waves of witch trials can be directly associated with the regional autonomy granted 
by the Swiss Confederacy’s political system. By ensuring all power rested with the Ammann and 
the Stadtrat, the persecution of witches remained entirely in the hands of a select few within the 
city, who allowed the intermingling of the mentalités of the times and their own personal 
anxieties regarding the supernatural to impact the severity of the trials during their terms. In 
Miriam de Sepibus’s unpublished dissertation, “Hexenprozesse als Mittel des sozialen Aufstiegs 
im eidgenӧsseischen Stand Zug in der zweiten Hälfte des 17. Jahrhunderts,” the period between 
1650 and 1662 served as the focus of the examination, when a total of 64 witch trials were 
recorded in the town. More specifically, during this period, Zug was under the control of the 
Ammann Georg Sidler, who oversaw this massive influx of trials. De Sepibus argues that it was 
as a direct result Sidler’s influence and efforts to create a political dynasty in the city, which saw 
Zug engrossed in a series of devastating witch trials emanating from the judiciary power held by 
the Ammann and Stadtrat.135 Through the Swiss Confederacy’s regionally autonomous system of 
governance, broader checks and balances and a rigorous legal tradition were not in place, 
resulting in far greater levels of trials and executions all dependent on the local powers. Zug was 
just one small piece of this complex context. Of the approximately 90,000 witch trials conducted 
across Europe, at least 10,000 were held across the breadth of Switzerland through the early 
                                                 
134 “Anklagen und Hinrichtungen wegen Hexerei im Stand Zug 1559-1748,” Staatsarchiv Zug, (April 7, 2015). 
135 De Sepibus, “Hexenprozesse als Mittel des sozialen Aufstiegs im eidgenossischen Stand Zug in der zweiten 
Halfte des 17. Jahrhunderts,” 10. 
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modern period.136 While the contexts of these trials are as varied as the trials themselves, I would 
argue that the divisions within Swiss society surrounding political and religious power created a 
situation in which the intensity of the trials was amplified and the political power of regional 
authorities exploded.137 In joining the Swiss Confederacy, Zug moved all power away from the 
dynastic Habsburgs and into the hands of the Ammann and Stadtrat, under whose authority 
nearly two hundred men, women, and children would be sentenced to death for the crime of 
witchcraft. 
Conclusion 
  With the confessions of the accused in the 1737 witch trial being tied to the world in 
which they lived, the landscape of Zug and its history played an active role in the construction of 
witchcraft narratives. When examining both the spatial and historical contexts for the trial, the 
role of borders are made clear as driving factors in Zug’s history. At the borderlands of alpine 
and midland regions of Switzerland, Zug’s topography was bound to the witchcraft beliefs of the 
alpine hexe tradition, in which the borders between the pastoral valleys and the rolling farmlands 
met to create diabolical anxieties tied to the landscape. The forests between farm and field, 
village and wild, formed spaces in which fears could fester. Beginning in the thirteenth century, 
human borders were added to the pre-existing natural boundaries that composed Zug’s 
landscape. As the importance of Central Switzerland grew with the foundation of the St. 
Gotthard Pass trade route, so too did the conflicts between regional powers. At the borders 
between the expansionist Habsburg family and Valley Canton alliance, Zug was drawn into a 
conflict that would eventually see the entire area receive regional political autonomy. The 
                                                 
136 Levack, The Witch Hunt in Early Modern Europe, 20. 
137 Similar conditions existed in the politically and confessionally fractured German lands of the Holy Roman 
Empire to the north. See: Levack, The Witch Hunt in Early Modern Europe, 93. 
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borders around Zug were redefined in the dramatic changes that accompanied the Protestant 
Reformation of the sixteenth century, turning Zug’s borders with its Reformed neighbours into 
spiritual and literal battlegrounds. It was these changes over the centuries that would eventually 
lead to a series of devastating witch trials, conducted ferociously over the course of the 
Reformation period in Zug’s history. The 1737 trial was the last in a long line of witch trials held 
in the Canton of Zug across the early modern period and was a direct product of Zug’s complex 
geographic and historical context. 
   
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Chapter Two: Witchcraft and Fear at the Border 
  With her arms bound behind her back, Teresa Bossard was tied to the strappado by her 
hands before being suspended through the counterweight of a small stone, designed to inflict 
excruciating pain and lift her off the ground.138 Suspended above the floor of the Chaibenturm, 
the pain of torture caused her resolve to break, and Teresa’s stories of magic, Satan, and sin 
began. Teresa’s narrative brought the story of witchcraft in Zug beyond the borders of the 
imagination and into the real, physical world of which she was a part. However, the sites of her 
narrative were not the places at the heart of Zug, traversed by the accused, interrogators, and 
judges alike. Instead, her narrative was constructed around the marginal places of the Canton of 
Zug, at the borders of her world. It was in this context that Teresa crafted a story that brought the 
interrogators to the edges of her world at the Walchwil Allmend. Teresa recounted that one 
night, she and a group of witches gathered at the common pasture above the tiny village of 
Walchwil on the eastern shore of the Zugersee, where they were met by the Devil. The Devil 
gave them filthy water, which they poured into a hole and magically raised a ferocious storm that 
pelted the town of Arth, sitting just beyond the borders of the Canton of Zug on the southern tip 
of the Zugersee, flooding the town.139 Such a narrative is distinctive due to the spaces that Teresa 
chose to reference. The Walchwil Allmend, located on a plateau above the small village of 
Walchwil high upon the slopes of the Zugerberg, existed at the borders of the world, backing 
onto the wild spaces of the Zugerberg’s pine forests outside of the already marginal village of 
Walchwil. However, Arth’s location just beyond the borders of Zug’s authority in the Canton of 
Schwyz adds a further marginal element to the spatial narrative presented by Teresa. In a space 
                                                 
138 StAZG A 105/6, fol. 38B. 
139 StAZG A 105/6, fol. 39B. 
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just beyond the border, the impact of diabolical involvement was tangible, bridging the gap into 
the world of fantasy. 
Zug is a land of borders. On the southern horizon, the Alps loom in the distance, while 
the eastern and western halves of the canton fall within the pre-Alpine and Swiss midland 
geographical regions respectively. The natural borders have lent themselves over the centuries to 
the creation of social and political structures that defined the lands that would become 
Switzerland. As a result of the development of such a political landscape, the trials and 
tribulations of the confessional conflicts during the Protestant Reformation redrew the 
boundaries of Switzerland, placing Zug on the borders of the heart of the Swiss Reformed 
movement as the northern outpost of Swiss Catholicism. The stage upon which the witchcraft 
anxieties of the people of Zug would play out upon in 1737 was defined by these borders and 
their interplay upon society. These demarcations, sometimes visible but often invisible, held a 
tight grip over the mentalités of Zug, permeating into the deepest levels of their subconscious, 
where the anxiety and terror surrounding witchcraft was born.  
  The following chapter will be an exploration of these fantastical anxieties within the 
context of the 1737 trial, in which the terrors of witchcraft and their association with the 
borderlands of Zug manifested in the accounts of the accused and the responses of the local 
authorities. In analyzing the links between the real and subconscious borders found within the 
pages of the trial, we are afforded an opportunity to understand the fears of Zug’s population in 
the eighteenth century. This chapter will be divided into three sections. First will be a brief 
exploration of the realities of witchcraft. While concepts of magic and the supernatural are 
largely regarded by modern audiences as the realm of the impossible, to the early modern mind, 
witchcraft, magic, and Satan’s involvement in the world were not only real, but tangible fears. 
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This section will provide a foundational understanding of the fantasies and fears of the people of 
Zug and how witchcraft and magic factored into their mentalités. The second part of this chapter 
will turn its attention to the marginal spaces within the canton. From the Meilacher forest where 
demonic seduction of the accused occurred to the Schutzengel Church beyond the borders of 
town where the accused met their end, the 1737 trials were populated with accounts of the 
liminal spaces in the Canton of Zug. The final section will explore the places discussed in the 
trial located beyond the borders of Zug, where the anxieties of the supernatural mixed with the 
anxieties surrounding the confessional and physical borders. In these places, pre-existing 
suspicion and fear played into the hysteria surrounding witchcraft, magic, and demonic 
influence.  
Beyond the Borders of the Subliminal 
  On all levels of the social stratum in early modern Europe, the prospect of the witch was 
a terrifying reality, rather than the product of fiction. As noted in The Realities of Witchcraft and 
Popular Magic in Early Modern Europe: Culture, Cognition, and Everyday Life, “the ‘primary 
failing’ of modern interpretations of early modern religious experience ‘is that they have largely 
ignored the tangible immediacy, the almost corporeal and physical nature of the religious world 
which gave shape to that experience.’”140 Where concepts of God, Satan, and their involvement 
in the corporeal world are often placed within allegorical and intangible confines in the modern 
world, early modern people did not share such differentiations between the spiritual and the 
physical. Rather, since the late medieval period, concepts of religious involvement in the 
material world had become increasingly prevalent following the plague, wars, famines, and 
                                                 
140 Edward Bever, The Realities of Witchcraft and Popular Magic in Early Modern Europe: Culture Cognition, and 
Everyday Life (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008), 84. This passage contains a quote from: Charles Zika, 
Exorcising Our Demon: Magic, Witchcraft, and Visual Culture in Early Modern Europe (Leiden: Brill, 2003), 2. 
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social upheavals that permeated through the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. This rhetoric 
became inflamed even further during the Protestant Reformation of the early sixteenth century 
and its leadup. As a result of the introduction of the printing press in Europe in the fifteenth 
century, the explosive nature of the confessional conflict allowed increasingly vitriolic 
publications to spread rapidly, turning Catholics and Protestants alike into the minions of Satan 
to one another. During this time, publications and rhetoric coming from the learned centres of 
Europe spread from both Protestants and Catholics, in which “[t]hey conveyed an image of the 
world as the battleground in a monumental confrontation between good and evil in which the 
stakes were the salvation of humankind.”141 The dualistic vision of the world intensified the pre-
existing medieval fears of the worldly involvement of God and Satan, utilizing the fiery 
interconfessional dialogue to further entrench the concepts of good and evil. The arrival of the 
alpine hexe in the rest of Europe during this era brought a new angle to the increasing belief in 
divine involvement in the material world. Catholics and Protestants eager to explain the 
cataclysmic shifts within the religious world during the late fifteenth and early sixteenth 
centuries found a new enemy whom this cosmological conflict could be placed upon in the 
material world: witches. 
  Beginning in the late medieval period, intellectuals and theologians at learned centres 
across the European continent began to focus their attentions on the exploration and fantasies of 
demons and the powers that they held on the natural and human world. Among the first of these 
demonologies was the canon Episcopi, first published in the late ninth century. Episcopi 
contained the foundations for many of the concepts that would be integral to the demonologists 
                                                 
141 Bever, The Realities of Witchcraft and Popular Magic in Early Modern Europe, 68. 
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of the late medieval and early modern period, such as flight and the nocturnal journeys of women 
travelling to meet the goddess Diana.142 Rather than dismiss these concepts as pagan superstition, 
Episcopi places the blame for such fantasies upon demons crafting the illusion of flight, linking 
such beliefs to the growing literature surrounding the roles of demons and Satan within the 
material world. Over the course of centuries, demonology expanded as a field of thought in 
learned centres across Europe, culminating in the earliest demonological literature concerning 
witches in the fifteenth century. The earliest source, Johannes Nider’s Formicarius of the 1430s, 
directly continued the demonological discourse of the Episcopi while shifting the narratives 
surrounding the cult of Diana to the conspiracy of witchcraft.143 What followed was a veritable 
explosion of demonological literature expanding upon this relationship coming from upper-status 
intellectuals. Kramer’s Malleus Maleficarum fit within this trend, as did Jean Bodin’s De la 
démonmanie des sorciers. Bodin, a prolific writer on politics, history, economics and religion, 
published Démonmanie in 1580, nearly a century after the publication of the Malleus. Seemingly 
a departure from Bodin’s typical intellectual publications, Démonmanie demonstrates the 
complex and deeply interconnected nature of demonology within the broader upper-status 
intellectual communities, in which a scholar of political theory could easily transition into 
discussions of magic, terror, and demonic intervention.144 
  With the forces of God and Satan perpetually at play in the societal discourse, these ideas 
percolated through society from the highest intellectual stratum, through the political elites, and 
down into the village level. Just as theologians brought the spiritual world into the physical 
                                                 
142 Michael D. Bailey, Fearful Spirits, Reasoned Follies: The Boundaries of Superstition in Late Medieval Europe 
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2013), 54. For further exploration of the canon Episcopi, the cult of Diana, and its 
links to the demonological beliefs of the early modern period, see Ginzburg, Ecstasies, 89-121. 
143 Bailey, Fearful Spirits, Reasoned Follies, 197-207. 
144 Jonathan L. Pearl, introduction to On the Demon Mania of Witches by Jean Bodin (Toronto: Centre for 
Reformation and Renaissance Studies, 2001), 9-12. 
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through their confessional confrontations, the reality of diabolical influence was rampant within 
the lower social strata. However, the theologically educated demonologists were informed in 
their conceptualizations of magic and demons by lower-status fears and fantasies. While the 
ideas of the alpine hexe, centred upon the practice of weather magic and the poisoning of cattle, 
percolated upward from the village level to the theological level resulting in the Kramer’s 
publication of the Malleus Maleficarum at the end of the fifteenth century, the concepts of the 
diabolical witch transferred from the upper echelons of society to the lower levels. To the lower 
classes, the world of witchcraft and the religious fantasies associated with it took on the guise of 
local traditions to seed itself in the realm of reality.  
Such localization and shifts were exemplified in the imagining of the witches’ sabbat. 
While Catholic theologians viewed the sabbat as an inflection of Mass, in which the powers of 
Satan inflected the rites and rituals of the church, at the village level this event was more 
reflective of realities and the forbidden desires expressed in village dances and festivities that 
dated back to the pre-Christian past.145 The sabbat, a witches’ primary site of sin and debauchery 
was rooted in the village reality, where the recesses of the mind created guilt and anxiety.146 
Here, the accused danced with Satan and his retinue of demons, committing deviant sexual acts 
at his behest, reflecting the sense of abandon and guilty pleasures of the village experience. 
Through the sabbat narrative, these upper and lower-status conceptions of witchcraft were 
intertwined, combining lived experience with the darkest recesses of fantasy to give birth to 
subliminal terrors, which permeated through society. This very real anxiety shifted beyond the 
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borders of the sabbat and into the agrarian world, where the fight for survival mixed with the 
apocalyptic preaching of local leaders brought terror to every hailstorm and sick cow. 
Both upper and lower-status people were intertwined in their belief in witchcraft’s reality, 
but relied on one another to develop the narrative of witchcraft into something that was tangible 
and real on both ends of the societal spectrum. As noted by Lyndal Roper: 
…witchcraft was bound to raise the question of belief, constantly forcing the 
demonologists to reconsider what was possible, because the tales of witches’ doings were 
never the creation of demonologists alone. Information about what witches’ confessed 
deeds to constantly fed back into the works of demonology, and interrogators had to 
enlarge their view of what horrors witches might commit.147 
These interrogators were the crucial link between the theological reality of witchcraft 
experienced by demonologists and clerics and the rural reality of witchcraft experienced by those 
whose lives primarily filled the trial documents. To combine these two realities was the duty of 
the interrogator. In this way, the interrogation was the most crucial stage of this transfer of 
demonological and village concepts of witchcraft, and the one that secured the reality of 
witchcraft in the minds of both the upper status and the lower status alike. The interrogator, in 
gaining a confession, needed to produce a narrative that fit the expectations of both the 
demonologists and the locals, in which an average, often illiterate commoner would recount their 
life’s story, mixed with just enough demonological detail to satisfy the beliefs of the upper-status 
theologians who had co-opted these village concepts of magic.148 The interrogations in the city 
were the product of a complex interrelationship between the social strata of the city. In Zug, 
witch trials figured into a specific branch of the judicial system along with murder and sodomy, 
two of the most serious crimes in early modern Zug. For such cases, a court (Stadtrat) of 
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eighteen members of the Canton’s upper-status elite (six from the city of Zug and four each from 
Baar, Menzingen, and Ägeri), led by the Ammann, who was the Canton’s appointed head of 
state. The Ammann in turn appointed an interrogation committee of two examiners, who would 
report back to the Ammann and Stadtrat. The interrogators were joined in the courtroom by 
Franz Hegglin, the city clerk who recorded these interactions. 149 All of these people who 
Katharina Kalbacher and the people she accused faced belonged or reported to the upper 
echelons of Zug society in the eighteenth century. 
  Across the social stratum in the Canton of Zug, these concepts of reality in relation to 
witchcraft informed the fears and anxieties that permeated their lives. The reality of witchcraft in 
Zug from all levels of society can be read in the trial documents. To the Ammann and Stadtrat 
running the trials, the realities of Satanic involvement in the world were proven just beyond the 
borders of Zug in Reformed Zürich, a constant looming threat to the Catholic hegemony of 
Central Switzerland. To have the enemy on the literal doorstep of Zug was cause for confessional 
fears, and the threat of Protestant takeover was enough to inspire anxiety within the Canton of 
Zug. Further, the three major battles of Reformation era Switzerland occurred just beyond the 
cantonal borders in Kappel and Villmergen of Zürich and Aargau respectively. On these 
battlefields, the confessional conflicts left the theoretical spaces of publication and pulpit, 
bringing Catholic and Protestant beliefs into direct confrontation with one another, bringing 
religious anxieties to a tangible space. Therefore, the realistic fears of Zug’s becoming a literal 
battleground between the forces of Catholic and Protestant Switzerland brought a terrifying 
urgency to these terrors. To the peasants of Zug, the precarious nature of life and death along the 
borderlands informed their mentalités. The perilous agrarian lifestyle and the realities of life and 
                                                 
149 Bart, “Zwischen Gott und Teuffel," 7-8. 
71 
 
death experienced on an everyday basis turned the concepts of village magic and its reflection of 
village society into a case study in anxiety and terror. If God and Satan could be active agents 
within the theological sphere that villagers encountered in priestly sermons on Sundays, it was 
only logical that they could also exude their influence on the everyday lives of the common 
people, where a plentiful harvest could be attributed to God or the illness of a cow could be 
attached to the workings of Satan and his agents within the physical world. Therefore, the 
genuine fears for survival at a time where it was not guaranteed ensured that witchcraft belief 
cemented itself into the village reality.  
The 1737 trial itself is reflective of the cementing of these two realities in its format. By 
reading the trial in its original form, we are afforded a rare opportunity to see the work of the 
interrogation to create the narrative of witchcraft, marrying local traditions to demonological 
ideology. The interrogator, versed in both local traditions of Zug and the demonological concepts 
that permeated from the learned centres of Europe, constructed the bridge between the fantasies 
of the common women of Zug and the demonologies of elites through the act of interrogation, 
bringing the accused to a confession that was acceptable to both narratives. To the people of Zug 
whose lives play out across these pages, witchcraft and the terror surrounding it were tangibly 
and corporeally real, traversing the realm of fantasy beyond the borders of the subliminal into 
everyday life. 
The Enemy Within: Marginal Places of Zug 
  By the time that Katharina Kalbacher stood before the Ammann and Stadtrat of Zug on 
August 9, 1737 and denounced herself, the five Bossard women, and Katharina Gilli of the crime 
of witchcraft, the lands surrounding Zug were the site of countless narratives, where the 
collective imaginations of the people attributed meaning to Zug’s spaces. Both the interrogators 
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and the accused took part in the continued process of making place out of space, building upon 
the patterns of the past to create a tangible narrative rooted in both accepted demonology and 
unique local ideas. By tying the stories of their confessions to the landscape surrounding Zug, the 
accused were both adding credibility to their confession and providing more layers to the 
stratigraphy of the past in the Canton of Zug. It is through these narratives that we are able to 
understand the connections that common people living in Zug were able to draw between reality 
and fantasy upon the Swiss landscape. 
  While borders are often associated with broader geographic units such as nations, the 
existence of marginal spaces occurs at all levels. These are the spaces that exist between places, 
where the fringes of the known world are frayed. Such marginal spaces inhabit the subconscious, 
as the edge of the unknown where fantasy and terror can easily take flight. Witchcraft and magic, 
existing at the borders between the tangible and intangible, naturally inhabits these spaces, 
pairing fear of both psychological and geographical margins. Such phenomena are not limited to 
Zug nor the witch trials of the Alpine hexe belief. In Between the Devil and the Host: Imagining 
Witchcraft in Early Modern Poland, Michael Ostling explores this interrelationship between 
magic, fear of the unknown, and marginal spaces in the Polish context of the seventeenth 
century. In Poland, it was the crossroads that presented the greatest danger, for it was here that 
“the village meets the world, where you might encounter anyone or anything…”150 Frequently 
Polish witch trials saw the accused pouring out poisoned or cursed water at the crossroads of the 
village, where it could seep from the marginal spaces into the lived places of the village. Perhaps 
most similar to Zug’s witch trials, the convicted witches of Poland would meet the stake “at the 
border of the village or town, a liminal space and significantly, the typical site of Bald Mountain 
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or the witches’ orgy.”151 As such, the Polish witch craze, from the beginning of the narrative to 
the end was centred around these marginal spaces. 
  In examining the 1737 Zug trials, a similar pattern follows the constructed narratives of 
the accused in relation to these liminal spaces. From the first temptation, through the Pact with 
the Devil and the witches’ sabbat, to the final execution, the story of the Zug trials is similarly 
tied to the marginal spaces of the canton, at the borders of the unknown. Within the Canton of 
Zug, countless spaces exist at the borders of the collective imagination, either as places of 
transition or as places at a cultural and psychological borderland. By exploring the relationship 
between these spaces and the narrative of the trial, patterns emerge that grant a greater level of 
insight into the minds and mentalités of the people of Zug in the mid-eighteenth century. 
Through the accounts of the accused, we are afforded an opportunity to see where marginal 
spaces existed in the Canton of Zug during the era of the trials and how they affected the minds 
and mentalités of common people. For this study, we will follow the accused through the steps of 
their narrative to explore the liminal spaces of Zug. 
  In her confession on September 18, 1737, Anna Maria Bossard recounted the moment 
when she first gave herself and her soul to the Devil. After having the largest stone applied 
during the strappado torture, she was asked by the interrogator about the day that she first signed 
her pact with the Devil, the culmination of the temptation narrative in a witchcraft confession. 
Anna Maria stated that five years before, she entered into a pact with the Devil who had 
appeared to her along the Chamerstrasse. Here, Anna Maria gave him blood from under her 
tongue that she used to write her name in his book, binding her soul to the Devil for five years. 
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The scribe notes that Anna Maria then screamed, finally succumbing to the torture and promising 
to confess everything.152 While Anna Maria was not the first of the accused to confess her tale of 
temptation under torture, her narrative provides clear and compelling evidence of the power that 
these liminal spaces held on the ideas of demonic temptation. While the Chamerstrasse of the 
present day is a moderately populated thoroughfare between Zug and Cham, the two urban 
centres on the northern corners of the Zugersee, in the eighteenth century this was not the case. 
The Geygerkarte of 1667 leaves the region surrounding the Chamerstrasse blank, and nineteenth-
century art of the area indicates the presence of forests and fields between the two cities, 
suggesting a substantially more rural landscape.153 In constructing her narrative, Anna Maria 
provided the interrogator with a story set in one of the liminal spaces within the canton, between 
two of the urban centres. Here, the area surrounding the Chamerstrasse is physically the 
borderland between Zug and Cham, but also symbolically the border between the influence of 
God and the Devil, a near purgatorial realm where temptation could occur far from the eyes of 
the holy in either of the towns. The real liminality of the Chamerstrasse and its role as a space 
between two well known places that common people would frequent figured into the accused’s 
understanding of the world. The reality of Anna Maria’s confession is reflected in the geographic 
location of this temptation and deviation from the spiritual path of righteousness. In crafting her 
narrative surrounding this space, Anna Maria’s subconscious fears surrounding this marginal 
space are made clear with the added diabolic narrative to satisfy the demands of the interrogator 
torturing her. 
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  Anna Maria’s confession was not the only point at which the submission to demonic 
temptation occurred in marginal spaces during the 1737 trial. The Meilacher oak forest on the 
northern edge of the Zugersee, just beyond the borders of the city of Zug, had been the site of 
suspicion and anxiety for centuries prior to 1737. Associated with magic since at least 1615 
during the witch trials of Elisabeth Zurlauben and Anna Brandenburg, the Meilacher was deeply 
embedded within the local narratives of anxiety and magic.154 Zug, however, was not the only 
place in which forests were spaces intrinsically tied to magic in the mentalités of the people. In 
the folklore of the British Isles dating back to the early medieval period, woodland realms were 
places in which people could be led astray by elves, fairies, and other supernatural beings.155 In 
western Switzerland, similar beliefs in pre-Christian woodland spirits remained a part of the 
cultural zeitgeist into the early modern period, syncretized into local concepts of demons tied to 
the forests.156 However, the linkage between magic, mystery, and the forests are perhaps clearest 
in the fairy tales collected by Grimm brothers in the region surrounding the Schwarzwald in the 
nineteenth century. In these places, the boundaries between reality and fantasy were easily 
crossed, as “[t]he forest allows for enchantment and disenchantment, for it is the place where 
society’s conventions no longer hold true.”157 It was in this tradition that witchcraft beliefs 
surrounding the Meilacher were able to take root. Following her torture, on August 21, 1737, 
Anna Maria’s sister Teresa confessed to travelling to the Meilacher and signing her name in the 
Devil’s book after denying the saints in his name.158 However, unlike the confession that her 
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sister would make, Teresa’s first confession of witchcraft and the signing of the pact with the 
Devil was not a solo act, but rather part of a group ritual. Teresa notes that on holy days she and 
a group of other witches would travel together to the Meilacher on flying sticks to participate in 
the sabbat.159 
  Teresa was not alone in this reference to the Meilacher as the site of the sabbat. Of the 
accused witches, all of the women who confessed to the crime of witchcraft also confessed to 
meeting the Devil for the sabbat hidden away in the Meilacher forest, except for Anna Maria 
Bossard whose narrative strayed away from the forest.160 In the narratives the accused 
constructed surrounding the Meilacher, the forest’s role as a marginal space within the canton 
makes it the perfect place for the sabbat and as the central site of magic throughout the trials. On 
August 16, in a confrontation between Katharina Kalbacher and Lisi Bossard, Katharina states 
that Lisi had been joining the witches’ sabbat in the Meilacher for fourteen years on the Sunday 
before St. Maria Magdalena day, a charge which Lisi initially denies.161 However, following 
extensive torture and interrogation, Lisi’s resolve cracks, and her narrative of the Meilacher 
emerges. After the Devil’s temptation forty years before at the Lorze river, Lisi confesses to 
flying on a stick given to her by the Devil to meet him for the first time in the Meilacher forest. 
Here, she would meet the Devil, evil spirits, and other witches from the region surrounding Zug 
to dance and transform into cats, dogs, and canaries to commit maleficia.162 Further, Lisi’s later 
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confessions would tie the Meilacher to the weather magic intrinsic to the Alpine hexe belief: the 
making of hail.  
Weather magic had a long history in the Swiss witchcraft tradition, dating back to the 
early witch trials of fifteenth century. Even in the first diabolical witch trial in the Germanic 
central Swiss lands, that of Else of Meersburg held in Luzern around 1450, the accused 
confessed to calling hail to attack a violent vagrant on an isolated road.163 Here in this early 
example of diabolical weather magic, the spatial association with marginal spaces (in this case an 
isolated road) was already existent. Nearly three centuries later, the making of hail through 
diabolical means remained an act anchored to the liminal spaces in the worlds of the accused. 
Over the course of the 1737 trials, the association between the Meilacher and the summoning of 
hailstorms is made no less than ten times, cementing the traditions of the Alpine hexe to this 
marginal space within Zug. The Meilacher, however, is not the only space where storms were 
summoned in the Canton of Zug. Sitting on the slopes of the Zugerberg to the northeast of Zug, 
the Sankt Verena chapel even today sits beyond the limits of town.164 Surrounded by farmland 
and forest overlooking the city, Sankt Verena in the eighteenth century would have been akin to 
a last outpost of holiness at the edge of the wild, a borderland between the known world and the 
unknown. This isolation made Sankt Verena the ideal location for narratives of magic. As part of 
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Saint Verena was an early Christian convert in the fourth century allegedly baptized with the Theban Legion in 
Milan. Upon the legion’s martyrdom, Verena travelled to the regions around Solothurn and Zurzach, Switzerland, 
where she healed the sick and converted them to Christianity, and played a major role in the Christianization of 
Switzerland. Upon her death, she was buried in Zurzach and canonized, becoming a popular saint in Switzerland 
through the medieval period, and was the patron saint of fishermen and women who desired children but struggled 
with infertility. While the mentions of the Sankt Verena Chapel in Zug throughout the 1737 trial are focused on 
cows, it is interesting to note the role of St. Verena coincides with Lyndal Roper’s exploration of witchcraft and its 
links to fertility. This is a point of study that could be explored at length with a broader focus on numerous trials in 
Zug or other regions that venerate St. Verena. Dittli, Zuger Ortsnamen, Band 5, 128-130. 
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her confession on August 27, 1737, Katharina Bossard admitted to a plethora of diabolical acts, 
including travelling to Sankt Verena with her sisters Margareth and Teresa, her aunt Lisi, and 
Katharina Gilli to make hail together.165 Furthermore, Maria Anna Petermann, when threatened 
with torture on October 22, 1737, provided additional marginal spaces for the narrative of 
weather magic, confessing that she and other witches had produced hail outside of Inwil, a tiny 
farming village located between Zug and Baar to the north.166 The traditions of the weather witch 
were deeply tied to the marginal spaces in the world of the accused, a narrative confirmed 
through the 1737 Zug trial. 
To the northwest of the Sankt Verena chapel, the Lüssiberg is another small hill along the 
greater slope of the Zugerberg. The Lüssirainstrasse today marks the northeastern boundary of 
urban Zug, the final level of the Aegeristrasse before the road follows the path of the Lorze river 
into the pre-alpine villages of Unterägeri and Oberägeri. While the Lüssi area today represents a 
definitive borderland, in the eighteenth century its location would have been far beyond the edge 
of urban Zug, much like Sankt Verena. As a result of its spatial location at the margins of the 
known world, the Lüssiberg perfectly fits the criteria for narratives of witchcraft. During her 
confession on September 19, 1737, Anna Maria Bossard crafted a story that fit both the spatial 
and narrative expectations held of the accused in their interrogation. At Lüssiberg, Anna Maria 
admits to committing the Devil’s will through one of the other most common forms of maleficia 
in these trials: the poisoning of cows.167 As discussed above, across the European continent, the 
cow was often a symbol of material wealth and represented a peasant’s ability to sustain their 
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family with both food and income, making them a key target for demonic intervention.168 In the 
pre-Alpine and Alpine regions of Switzerland, pastoral cultures dominated food production as a 
result of the area’s physical geography, placing even greater importance on the cow within Swiss 
society. As a result of this dependence, the threat of the cattle-poisoning witch played an even 
greater role in the minds and mentalités of the people of Zug. Further, the mysterious or 
unexplained death of someone’s cows would have likely been a major topic for discussion in the 
small town and surrounding regions, meaning that in constructing the narrative of witchcraft 
such an event would come to mind quickly and could be easily confirmed as evidence of 
maleficia. Considering Lüssiberg’s position at the edge of the pre-Alps, where traditional 
agriculture would have been unable to thrive, pastoralism would have been the primary land use 
in the eighteenth century, making the site ideal for narratives surrounding the poisoning of cattle. 
One Joseph Moos had kept his cattle in the vicinity of the Lüssiberg prior to the start of the trial, 
as made evident by Lisi Bossard’s interrogation on August 23. Here she states that she had 
transformed into a cat and poisoned one of Joseph Moos’s cows, a fact she restates numerous 
times within this session.169 
Lisi’s narrative surrounding the poisoning of cows did not end at the Lüssiberg. Rather, 
over the course of a single interrogation, she confessed not only to the poisoning of Joseph 
Moos’s cow at Lüssiberg, but also to the poisoning of three milk cows in Bettlihem near the 
city’s southern border along the Zugersee on the road to Arth, one cow owned by the wealthy 
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Sidler family by the Lorze River, and then two calves in Brunegg, a small settlement atop the 
Zugerberg near Unterägeri.170 Each of these rapid confessions, while located in different places 
surrounding Zug share striking similarities in their spatial locations. Set far enough away from 
the city, these locales suited the mental framework of the accused and the interrogator, far 
enough from the comforts of the city that the Devil’s work could be easily done in the shadows 
of the unknown, but close enough to present a constant danger and weigh upon the anxieties of 
the people. These places appear frequently throughout the trial, particularly in relation to the 
poisoning of livestock, often building upon each other’s narratives. Even following Lisi 
Bossard’s execution on September 12, 1737, her actions were embellished by the other accused 
who provided a confession. During interrogation on October 21, Maria Anna Petermann built 
upon Lisi’s narrative of poisoning calves at Brunegg, adding that she and Lisi had travelled to 
the area to also poison an ox. When the ox opened its mouth, Maria Anna recounts that Lisi had 
thrown poison into its mouth, causing it to die.171 While many of these poisonings had occurred 
in the rural areas outside of Zug, the theological anxiety made way for fears surrounding 
survival. When the narrative shifted onto consecrated ground, however, the reality of the world 
as a battleground between God and Satan became clearer. 
In Matthäus Merian den Äldre’s overhead map of Zug from 1641, Kloster Maria 
Opferung, referred to on the map as “Frawen Closter” [sic], sits beyond the edge of the city, in 
the borderland between the walls and the forest along the gentle slope of the Zugerberg.172 
Founded in the medieval period as a community for lay Beguines, by the eighteenth century the 
Kloster had become a convent for nuns under the Capuchin order during the Catholic Counter 
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Reformation of the seventeenth century. Colloquially known as the “Frawen Closter” (women’s 
cloister) or “schwosterhaus” (sister’s house), the Kloster Maria Opferung was a key part of the 
religious landscape of Zug in the eighteenth century.173 As the easternmost noted location on the 
map, Merian’s depiction of the Kloster is that of a veritable marginal space. Surrounded by a 
high wall, separating those dedicating their lives to worship from the outside world, it is a space 
that should be impervious to the forces of Satan in the subconscious of the people of Zug. Its 
inclusion in the trial narratives, however, illustrates its vulnerability. The Kloster Maria 
Opferung, located between Zug and the wild, between the material and spiritual world, was 
intrinsically tied to the fears and anxieties of the people and the reality of witchcraft in the 
Canton of Zug. A small note inside the front bindings of the trial provides the context not only 
for its inclusion in the trial, but for the initiation of the trials as a whole. The note explains that 
beginning in 1732, the Kloster was the site of unexplained occurrences, that would have 
devastating impacts on the region. In one night, 1100 fish were found to be spoiled, along with 
the Kloster’s poultry. From a locked iron box, approximately 150 gulden (currency) was stolen. 
In 1733, the Kloster’s misfortune continued, as a cow fell ill. Between 1734 and the initiation of 
the trial, 42 or 43 cows and bulls had fallen ill, along with sheep, pigs, and other livestock.174 To 
the nuns of the Kloster, such losses would have been economically and psychologically 
devastating. To the people of Zug, the exposed vulnerability of the Kloster proved that no place 
was safe from the machinations of Satan and his agents. 
This context surrounding the Kloster heavily figured into the trial, as the fear and 
anxieties reacting to the events of the past four years were woven into the narratives being 
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constructed both by the interrogator and by the accused. Here beyond the borders of town, the 
pre-existing anxieties surrounding marginal spaces met with the terror of this unknown evil 
striking on holy ground. The harsh realities of agrarian life intermingled with the fantasies 
surrounding demonic intervention to create complex narratives that reflected the minds and 
mentalités of the common people. By the time of the trial, the Kloster had become an integral 
part of the narrative of maleficia, repeatedly discussed by interrogator and accused alike. In 
Katharina Bossard’s interrogation on August 27, she confessed to taking part in a number of the 
strange occurrences at the Kloster over the past years, including the spoiling of the fish stocks, 
the poisoning of livestock, and the theft of forty or fifty gold and silver coins from the Mother’s 
room.175 Teresa Bossard and Katharina Kalbacher increased the stakes during their confrontation 
with Katharina Gilli on August 30, stating that they had poisoned over one hundred cows, and 
had stolen one hundred gulden, a fact that Katharina Gilli denied.176 Here at the Kloster, the 
borders between holy and the demonic, reality and fantasy became blurred, adding layers of 
meaning to this place. 
The Kloster Maria Opferung was not the only example of consecrated spaces involved in 
the diabolical fantasies of early modern Europe. Perhaps the most famous example is that of the 
Devils of Loudon. Between 1633 and 1640, the Ursuline convent of Loudon saw a series of 
demonic attacks on nuns, in which they experienced uncontrollable screaming, fainting, and 
convulsions, heard whispers, and saw hallucinations, blamed on demonic possession.177 While 
the possessions at Loudon differed from the case of the Kloster in their definitive lack of 
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witchcraft and maleficia, they demonstrate the early modern Catholic belief that even holy 
spaces could be targeted by the powers of Satan, and that nuns in particular were vulnerable to 
the demonic attack. Although the cases of mass possession in convents had largely died out by 
the mid-eighteenth century, dozens of examples were recorded across Europe from the 
fourteenth century onward.178 Moshe Sluhovsky argues that convents were particularly 
vulnerable to demonic attack on account of their nature within Catholic society, in which the 
purity and virtue espoused by their vows and lifestyle “challenged and threatened the powers of 
evil” and allowed for the development of diabolical fantasies.179 The veneration of nuns and the 
cloistered life in Catholic spheres was amplified by the Reformation, during which time 
Protestant reformers such as Bernhart Rem antagonized the lifestyle in the convent, claiming that 
their status as unmarried women went against God’s ideal for women as wives and mothers, 
leading to sinful lust.180 At the borders between Reformed and Catholic space, Zug’s convent and 
its idyllic sense of purity would have been particularly vulnerable to attack both from the 
perceived threat of the Protestants across the cantonal border and from the fantastical threat of 
Satan and his diabolical witch agents. 
The poisonings and thefts at the Kloster were not the only holy spaces targeted during the 
blending of fantasy and reality in the creation of witchcraft narratives. The other holy spaces may 
not have suffered the same misfortune as the Kloster Maria Opferung had over the preceding 
years, but figured heavily into the narratives of diabolical magic nonetheless, particularly in the 
narrative of host desecration. As one of the most important aspects of religious life for Catholics 
throughout their history, communion represents both a uniting symbol for the church, but also an 
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encounter with the divine. Through the ingestion of the host and the transubstantiation from 
bread to the body of Christ that followed, the act of communion was the tangible act of devotion 
that was shared by all, regardless of status.181 Therefore, the host’s role in fears and anxieties 
surrounding diabolical witchcraft factored into witchcraft narratives dating back centuries prior 
to the 1737 trial. In the Malleus Maleficarum of the late fifteenth century, Kramer notes that 
witches would often steal the consecrated eucharistic host and hide it, burying it under the 
ground for use in their magic.182 The Catholic and Protestant Reformations brought about even 
greater significance to the host itself, as “the miraculous powers of the Eucharist were the 
Catholic Church’s most potent item of propaganda against the Reformed and their symbolic, 
commemorative, and decidedly non-miraculous Lord’s Table.”183 With Zug at the precipice of 
the Reformed Swiss Cantons, the power of the Eucharist as a symbol alone was the tangible 
boundary between the Catholics and Protestants, and its theft, desecration, and burial was a 
fearful reminder of the omnipresence of the enemy at the border. 
At the wall between the Schutzengel Church and the Bruggli creek along the 
Chamerstrasse, the Devil himself gave Katharina Kalbacher four consecrated hosts to use in her 
magic.184 Lisi Bossard claimed that she had stolen the host for fourteen years from the Capuchin 
monastery in Zug, and Maria Anna Petermann confessed to stealing the host during the feast of 
Portiuncula from the Kloster, but despite the different places from which the Eucharist was 
stolen, its resting place remained the same in each narrative of theft: the Meilacher forest.185 
Throughout the narrative of witchcraft in Zug, the Meilacher forest’s status as a site of suspicion 
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and fear remained a constant; therefore, it was a logical site for the host desecration to occur. In a 
confrontation between Katharina Kalbacher and Katharina Bossard, Kalbacher states that at 
Easter she and the other accused had stolen the host and brought it to the Meilacher, where they 
stomped and danced upon it.186 Such an act would have been seen as a direct attack on the body 
of Christ and the Catholic faith as a whole, particularly violent here at the margins of the 
Catholic bloc of Central Switzerland. The desecration of the Eucharist was made complete with 
the burial of the host: rather than allowing the people to partake in the sacred ritual bringing the 
Catholic community together, consuming the body of Christ in an act of union, its burial 
represented the absolute denial both of the power of the Eucharist and the ability for others to 
participate in the union between the spiritual and the tangible. The site of its burial therefore was 
the antithesis of Church, where the communion could not be shared. It was not just one exclusive 
space within the Meilacher that contained the buried Eucharist, according to Katharina 
Kalbacher. During her interrogation on August 31, she noted that host burials had occurred in at 
least twenty places within the Meilacher; each of these locations had a circular clearing 
surrounding it from where the witches and spirits would dance around the buried body of 
Christ.187 Such accusations confirmed the most horrific narratives surrounding the Meilacher 
forest, making it a bordered space between the known world and the unknown, the tangible 
world and the spiritual, where agents of the Devil were able to perform even the most horrific act 
to the clearest symbol of the Catholic Church. 
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Finally, at the end of the trial process, all of the accused had been interrogated and had 
constructed a narrative that met the expectations of both upper and lower-status concepts of 
witchcraft, leaving only sentencing. Of the ten people who stood before the Ammann and 
Stadtrat of Zug accused of the crime of witchcraft in 1737, seven were sentenced to death. 
Katharina Gilli died in her cell following months of torture in January 1738, and Euphemia and 
Marx Stadlin were quietly freed shortly thereafter.188 The five Bossard women, Lisi, Teresa, 
Margareth, Anna Maria, and Katharina, Maria Anna Petermann, and Katharina Kalbacher were 
all sentenced to death.189 While those who received the death sentence had lost their agency in 
the construction of their narratives of witchcraft once their interrogation ended, the act of 
execution itself saw the spatial narratives continued. Recorded at the end of the trial documents, 
through the sentences we are afforded a glimpse into the final moments of the accused, which 
were intrinsically tied to the spaces in which their lives came to an end. 
The act of execution itself was the transition from life to death, from the folds of the 
community to the ultimate form of exile. As such, the process outlined in the death sentences 
between the convicted witches’ departure from the Chaibenturm where they were held and their 
execution at the stake outside of town represents its own sort of crossroads, moving the 
convicted from the community to the marginal site of execution. The death sentences laying out 
the punishments for the crime of witchcraft in the trials evoke similar imagery to the Via 
Dolorosa of the Christian tradition. As the convicted made their journey to the eventual site of 
execution, specific actions and punishments were enacted upon them at specific locations 
outlined in the sentence. However, in this reflection of the Via Dolorosa, the tortures inflicted 
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upon the convicted were not symbolic of the sins of humanity on the innocent, but rather the sins 
of the individual on the guilty. Much like how many of the concepts of diabolical witchcraft 
were born of inversions of Christian doctrine, the process of execution in Zug appears to be a 
subconscious inversion of the spatial rituals and processions tied to crucifixion, a way of 
cleansing the city of the sins of the convicted through pain.190  
The sentencing of Lisi Bossard on September 12, 1737 highlights this procession and the 
movement from the community into the marginalized spaces of Zug and a sinner’s death. From 
the Chaibenturm, Lisi was to be loaded onto a cart and taken in front of the Zuger Rathaus, at the 
edge of the Altstadt, under the original gate of the Zytturm. Here she would be torn with “fiery 
tongs” on the right hand as her sentence was read out to her.191 She was then taken to the 
Schantz, a street that presently follows the old route of the city walls, where she was torn again, 
this time on her right foot.192 When compared to the Merian map of 1641, this path indicates that 
this torture was enacted at the borders of the city, under the shadow of the walls and the new 
northern gatehouse.193 From here, Lisi was sentenced to finish her journey by cart along the 
Chamerstrasse to the Schutzengel Church. Located along the Chamerstrasse, the Schutzengel is a 
small chapel that in the eighteenth century bordered the Zuger Allmend and the Meilacher forest 
to the north and east. Here, the sentence indicates that Lisi was to be taken behind the church, 
tied to the stake with her nieces Margareth, Teresa, and Katharina, and burnt to ashes.194 
Even in death, witchcraft was tied to the marginal spaces of Zug, existing at the borders 
of the city. The burning of the hand at the Rathaus, the heart of the city’s municipal government 
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and the site of trials, represents the condemned witches’ removal from the community and from 
the geographic centre of the city, with the Zytturm looming overhead as the border of the 
Altstadt. The burning of the foot at the Schantz was further geographic removal of the convicted 
from the community. Here, the city walls were the physical manifestation of the extent of 
municipal power and communal belonging. To be burnt on the foot at the Schantz, the 
condemned was geographically pushed beyond the edges of the city of Zug. Lastly, in the case of 
the Schutzengel, the accused were brought to the margins of the physical and spiritual world. 
Located at far beyond the safety of the city walls and bordering the Allmend and the Meilacher 
forest, under whose eaves the condemned had danced with the Devil, the Schutzengel was the 
last bastion of holiness at the edge of the unknown. It was here, between the house of God and 
the forest of Satan that the accused met their end, tied to the stake and burnt alive in one of the 
marginal spaces that populated their narratives of witchcraft. 
The Enemy at the Gates: Terror Beyond Zug’s Borders 
  While much of the narrative constructed by the accused during their interrogation 
concerned the marginal spaces within Zug’s cantonal borders, the fantasies of the accused and 
their interrogators were not limited by these arbitrary boundaries. Rather, the narrative of magic 
and witchcraft extended far beyond the borders of Zug, into the outside world. Zug was simply 
the centre of a broader conspiracy, whose tendrils came from the surrounding regions. While the 
places mentioned in the trial were all familiar to the accused and the interrogators alike, their 
locations beyond the safety of the city borders of Zug left them at the margins of the imagination. 
These external narratives present a series of different perspectives on the spatial analysis of the 
1737 trials. Rather than examining the spaces that people were interacting with on a daily basis, 
these locations existed in the memories of the accused, and therefore their analysis is an 
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examination of the people’s mentalités and fantasies surrounding the unknown. The following 
analysis will explore how common people constructed these liminal places at the margins of their 
world, and how factors such as religion and physical geography affected these fantastical 
narratives. 
The spatial links between Catholic and Protestant lands and concepts of witchcraft are not 
exclusive to the region surrounding Zug within the Swiss context. While no English study exists 
surrounding this topic in Germanic Central Switzerland, E. William Monter explores spatial ties 
to witchcraft in relation to religious divisions in Francophone Western Switzerland. The Western 
region of Switzerland was substantially more confessionally heterogenous than Central 
Switzerland throughout the Reformation Era. Catholic and Protestant enclaves existed side-by-
side for centuries.195 Monter’s case study of this divided society highlights the complexity of this 
bi-confessional society in the borderlands region: 
Bern, Protestant after 1528, forced the reformation on Vaud in 1536 and labored mightily 
to ensure that Geneva, Neuchâtel, and the other lands adjoining her western frontier also 
became Protestant. Fribourg, on the other hand, remained entirely Catholic – as did one 
tiny corner of Neuchâtel (Landeron), a few of the French-speaking bailliages governed 
jointly by Fribourg and Bern, and most of the lands of the Prince-Bishop of Basel. In this 
latter region, both political and religious confusion reached its peak: the German-
speaking Prince-Bishops, residing in the French-speaking part of their lands and in a 
district which did not belong to diocese, held sovereignty over five districts… which 
remained Catholic, and over four districts… which allied with Bern and became 
Protestant.196 
It was in this complex political and religious landscape that witchcraft persecutions were able to 
flourish across Western Switzerland. Similar to witch trials in Zug, the trials of French 
Switzerland were often small affairs, with large numbers of small trial clusters in borderland 
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towns and villages rather than the massive panics that consumed other regions of Europe.197 
Monter highlights the impact of the religious divisions on the accusations of witchcraft through 
the example of the lands of the Bishopric of Basel. The southern districts of the Bishopric, 
demographically Protestant but governed by Catholics, saw high numbers of witch trials across 
the course of the seventeenth century despite minuscule village populations. Further, this 
confessionally contested region saw the last witch trials in French Switzerland, when three 
women were executed in the bailliage of Erguel in 1710.198 
By 1737, the memory of the last Swiss war of religion would have remained fresh in the 
minds of the people of Zug. The Second Battle of Villmergen occurred a mere twenty-five years 
prior to the start of the trial, and its shadow remained upon the region in the ensuing decades. 
The Peace of Aarau brought about both the end of the wars of religion and the supremacy of 
Catholic Central Switzerland, however the theological divisions were still felt in Switzerland in 
the following generations, particularly in the Catholic cantons.199 In the early years of the 
eighteenth century, Zug remained on a religious borderland, however with the balance of power 
shifted toward urban, Reformed Zürich to the north. With the relative recency of the Battle of 
Villmergen and this shift in regional power, the anxieties surrounding religious divisions through 
the Swiss lands would have proliferated through the subconscious of the common people, 
manifesting in their narratives of witchcraft. 
Explorations of religious rifts were rudimentary in the 1737 trial, rarely warranting more 
than a brief mention of the confession of a person or place; however, the spatial and confessional 
divisions remained evident in the narratives and fantasies crafted by the accused during the 
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process of confession. Theologians of the Reformation explored these religious divisions as 
paramount to the development of demonological theory, with narratives of confessional 
transgressions with diabolical roots beginning as early as 1518 with the publication of Martin 
Luther’s Decem praecepta Wittenbergensi predicate populo, released months after the preacher 
hammered his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of the Wittenberg Cathedral.200 In this early 
Protestant text, Luther invokes both folk magic and Catholic diabolical concepts from early 
demonologies as transgressions of God’s Commandments, adding a Protestant element to the 
belief.201 For the ensuing centuries, Reformists of both Catholic and Protestant confessions 
promoted concepts of religious homogeneity within their respective faiths, sparking “an intense 
reform agenda combined with anxiety over demonic agency and divine pleasure.”202 Yet in the 
narratives presented by common people, the effects of the Reformation can be seen much more 
subtly.203 In the first day of the trial, August 9, 1737, Katharina Kalbacher outlined the group of 
people who had been in attendance at the witches’ sabbat with her. The fantasy of the sabbat 
brought accomplices from around the region. From the Canton of Luzern, she mentioned two 
brothers, Johann and Jacob of the village of Entlebuch, an old woman from Pfaffnau who had 
moved to re-catholicized Solothurn, and an elderly woman, Maria Anna of the town of 
Beromünster.204 The Canton of Luzern was a fellow member of the Central Swiss Catholic 
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alliance, and a key trading partner with Zug as a result of its religious ties and its location at the 
foot of the Gotthard Pass, explaining its prominence in the witchcraft narratives.  
Beyond the borders of Catholic jurisdiction, Katharina mentioned two locations. A man 
and woman named Kaspar and Anna Maria had joined the sabbat from Huttwil, a small village 
straddling the border between the Catholic Canton of Luzern and the Protestant Canton of 
Bern.205 Owing to its location at the very edge of the confessional borders, the anxieties 
surrounding the religious borderlands may have subconsciously transitioned from reality into the 
fantasy of witchcraft, as the realities of interconfessional differences would have been most 
prominent in these spaces. People living at the borders would have experienced a far greater 
level of daily interaction with opposing confessions, increasing the sense of anxiety surrounding 
faith in the area. More prominently, Katharina laid accusations against an unnamed resident from 
Dietkon, in the Canton of Zürich, whose only identifiable trait in the confession was that the 
person was “a Lutheran but was once Catholic.”206 While the complexities of the theological 
division between Catholics and Protestants may have been lost on Katharina and the other 
accused, the inclusion of this fantastical sabbat attendee’s religious history is noteworthy. Rather 
than allowing the interrogator to assume the religious identity of this attendee based on their 
geographic location, Katharina crafted a narrative that focused on the act of conversion. This 
individual was not only a member of the conspiracy of witches attending the Devil’s sabbat, but 
had left the safety of the Catholic Church, giving into temptation both to Satan and to the 
Reformists across the border. Katharina’s narrative points to a consciousness of conversion and 
its associated spiritual risks. Further, with Dietkon located astride the border with Catholic 
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Aargau, Katharina provides a cautionary tale of the dangers that religious temptation could 
present in the confessional borderlands. 
The Canton of Zürich, located just over the Sihl River from the Canton of Zug, was a 
sizable urban centre in the eighteenth century with a major influence on the surrounding regions 
through trade, politics, and religion, and yet it only appears eight times in the trial records.207 Of 
these mentions, one more came from Katharina Kalbacher in addition to the discussion of the 
converted Lutheran attendee at the sabbat.208 The remaining six mentions of the Canton of 
Zürich come from Maria Anna Petermann and her husband Marx Stadlin. While Marx never 
confessed to the crime of witchcraft, in his interrogation he noted that one Philip Steiner’s wife 
had told him that a hexen-meister or witch master had flown over the border town of Kappel am 
Albis.209 Marx’s wife, Maria Anna, however, dedicated more of her narrative to the neighbouring 
Reformed Canton than the other accused combined. In Maria Anna’s witchcraft fantasies, the 
Canton provided both active agents in the conspiracy of witchcraft, and the settings for their 
actions. At the Gasthof Hirschen in Menzingen, located in the Canton of Zug’s pre-Alpine hills, 
Maria Anna confessed to poisoning a cow with five Zürichers, two witches of unknown origin, 
Lisi Bossard, and the Devil himself.210 Maria Anna also set Zürich as the scene of another 
traditional crime of the Germanic witch: the raiding of cellars. Lyndal Roper explores the 
concept of cellar raiding as an act of neighbourly greed: “[r]aiding the cellar meant breaking the 
peasant law of prudence, enjoying the moment of excess – all the sweeter for its being one’s 
neighbour’s stock rather than one’s own.”211 In the margins of the home in the cellar at the 
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borders of the Catholic world, these narratives of malevolent social miscreance were able to 
flourish. 
Maria Anna’s narrative places the Canton of Zürich as the site of cellar raids three times: 
first in Rossau, a borderland village near Zug’s northern border, following the poisoning of 
calves where they drank stolen wine to celebrate.212 The second cellar is raided in Zürich itself, 
while the third and final raid occurred at Kappel am Albis.213 Here at the furthest extent of 
Reformed power in Central Switzerland, two centuries after the fateful battle between the 
Catholic and Reformed armies, Maria Anna confessed to sneaking into the cellar of a poor 
institute, entering through a small hole with the Devil, where she and her fellow witches ate and 
drank wine in the company of Satan.214 Roper’s psychoanalysis of cellar raiding fantasies also 
fits within the bounds of spatial analysis. By the eighteenth century, Zug was a poorer, largely 
rural neighbour in comparison to wealthy, urban Zürich. The act of travelling to Zürich to steal 
from the cellars follows Roper’s concept of invasion of a wealthy neighbour, redistributing ill-
gotten pleasures in a diabolical act of gluttony. 
Despite Maria Anna’s narratives surrounding Reformed Zürich, appearances of other 
Protestant locations are few and far between in the 1737 trial. However, on August 19, 1737, 
early in the trial, Margareth Bossard’s confession brought these marginal spaces to light. 
According to Margareth, while living in a small Lutheran village just outside of Bern, the Devil 
had first appeared to her, asking her to sign her name in his book with the blood of her pinky 
finger.215 Once more, we must turn our attention to the concept of temptation and its link to 
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marginal spaces. Much like the Chamerstrasse and the Meilacher forest that dominated the local 
narratives, this unnamed Lutheran village existed as a liminal space, noted as being located just 
outside of the major urban centre of Bern. To further place the site of temptation at societal 
margins for the people of Zug, Margareth’s fantasy of temptation is placed in a Lutheran village, 
rather than within the boundaries of Catholic control. In crafting a narrative of a Protestant space 
as the site of diabolical temptation, Margareth demonstrates the concept that lands belonging to 
the Reformed Cantons were marginal to Catholic Cantons even within the broader Swiss context. 
Margareth’s narrative of Bernese Lutheran space continued beyond the initial act of temptation, 
as her story developed to place the site of the sabbat in a forest just outside of Bern.216 It should 
be noted that during these explorations of Bernese space, despite Margareth being seemingly 
well acquainted with this area beyond the confessional border, no names or specifics are 
provided as to the location of these forests or villages. As such, the veracity of Margareth’s links 
to these spaces is questionable. We do, however, know that the existence of Bern and its 
Lutheran faith was a part of her mental framework of the world, a concept that will be further 
explored in the following chapter. 
While the confessional boundaries of the world beyond Zug’s borders factored into the 
narratives of witchcraft, the topographical marginal spaces of the Swiss lands provide further 
explorations of the links between the tangible world and the world of the witches. At the 
junctions of the Alpine and lowland landscapes of Switzerland, Zug was faced with 
topographical borders on all sides. Zug was not alone in its relationship with topographical 
borders, as Switzerland sits upon the physical boundaries of Europe. The Alps that divide the 
northern and Southern continent run through the heart of Switzerland, as the rolling midlands of 
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northern Switzerland extend far beyond the border and into central Europe. Here, at the axes of 
central Europe, marginal topographical spaces were well within the imaginations of common 
people, as attested in the narratives of the accused. 
Among these topographically marginal spaces, the hills of Erlosen are noteworthy. 
Located in the Canton of Luzern, just outside of the town of Beromünster, Erlosen’s steep slopes 
marked a sharp relief from the gentle, rolling hills of the surrounding Swiss midlands. Through 
the medieval period and into the early modern, Erlosen was heavily forested, its wealth in trees 
largely owned by the Beromünster Abbey.217 In 1737, these hills, which drew a physical 
boundary across the landscape of the northern midlands, also served as a border between reality 
and fantasy. Much like the Meilacher forest within the borders of the Canton of Zug, Erlosen 
represented a marginal space in the mentalités of the women involved in the 1737 trial in Zug, 
where concepts of diabolical intervention in the material world could fester in the imagination. In 
the early stages of the trial, Katharina Kalbacher’s confessions brought the hills and forests of 
Erlosen into her increasingly geographically broad narrative of witchcraft. During her first 
confrontation with Lisi Bossard on August 16, 1737, Katharina insisted that she had met with 
Lisi at Erlosen. Here, in the liminal spaces beyond Beromünster, sheltered from the eyes of God 
and the pious, they had met with the Devil “many hundreds of times,” who would take them 
across the region from nearby Sursee to the west to locations as far as Arth on the southern 
shores of the Zugersee to commit their diabolical acts.218 Later, Katharina would claim to have 
made poison with the Devil at Erlosen, a marginal space, before taking it to Beromünster, the 
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closest centralized space, to poison local cattle.219 This narrative provides a spatial element to the 
anxieties surrounding such spaces beyond the borders of Zug, where the actions committed in the 
darkness of liminal spaces could spread beyond their borders and into places much closer to the 
known world. Located beyond the borders of Zug and in the margins of its own region, the 
anxieties surrounding Erlosen quickly shifted into a narrative that incorporated this space with 
pre-existing terrors surrounding other places, including the Kloster Maria Opferung in Zug, and 
the mysterious occurrences there.220 
While some topographically marginal spaces located beyond the borders of Zug were 
sites of witchcraft, others played different roles in the trials. At the edge of the Alps, the village 
of Entlebuch is one of the last settlements before the ascent into the high alpine valleys that mark 
the southern extent of the Canton of Luzern at the edge of the Bernese Oberland. In the 
eighteenth century, Entlebuch was a textile centre for central Switzerland, possessing market 
rights since 1513, a fulling mill since 1651, and a dye works since 1720.221 Despite the village’s 
economic significance, spatially Entlebuch sits at the very brink of the Swiss pre-Alpine hills 
before the soaring peaks of the Alps fill the landscape. From this geographically liminal and 
economically significant place, narratives of witchcraft could flourish. However, unlike those 
surrounding Erlosen, the narratives concerning Entlebuch were tied to the people, rather than the 
acts perpetrated in that space. In her first confession on August 9, Katharina notes that two 
brothers, Jacob and Johann of Entlebuch were in attendance at the sabbat with the Devil.222 By 
September 3, the narrative surrounding Entlebuch had become entangled into the confessions of 
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others, as Teresa Bossard demonstrated during her interrogation. Here, Teresa noted the Jacob 
and Johann lived with their mother, Cathri, who had been added to the narrative of witchcraft 
and maleficia.223 In developing this narrative, Teresa provided a greater level of detail on the 
people of Entlebuch, describing the family in detail, offering increased believability to the 
narrative.  
  While there is no note in the trial records as to whether or not one Jacob, Johann, or 
Cathri lived in Entlebuch or were ever brought to trial for the crime of witchcraft, their inclusion 
in the narrative rather points to a number of concepts. Entlebuch’s appearance in the trial 
documents demonstrates the fears and anxieties toward these marginal places and the people who 
inhabit them. Here at the edge of the mountains and the unknown, diabolical involvement easily 
fit within the act of place building occurring in the trials. Suspicion could easily take root in such 
marginal spaces. Further, the discussion surrounding Entlebuch demonstrates the economic and 
social ties between these two disparate locations. Despite being geographically isolated from 
Zug, the inclusion of Entlebuch in the construction of the witchcraft narrative clearly illustrates 
the interconnection between the spaces, and an understanding that even a miller’s daughter like 
Katharina included a small but economically significant town at the margins of the Alps within 
her geographical conception of the world. Such explorations of the worldviews of the accused 
through the trial record will form the basis of Chapter Three. 
Conclusion 
  Witchcraft narratives, despite occurring in real places, saw the intermarriage of reality 
with fantasy. The records left behind following witch trials offer us a glimpse into the tangible 
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fears and anxieties of the common people, who crafted narratives that conglomerated both upper-
status theological concepts of diabolical witchcraft with local, common ideas. It is in these 
narratives that we as historians are afforded an opportunity to see how common people such as 
those accused of witchcraft interacted with the world around them. Throughout the trial records, 
marginal spaces both within and beyond the borders of the Canton of Zug acted as sites of 
horrific crimes enacted by the accused and their co-conspirators. At every step along the 
narrative, marginal spaces within the Canton provided the accused with the backdrop for their 
fantasies. Across the pages of the trials, we are able to dig through the historical strata to uncover 
the fears, anxieties, and fantasies that common people attached to these spaces within their 
collective mentalités. Further, beyond the borders of Zug, the fears and uncertainties associated 
with different forms of marginal spaces were made clear in the constructed narratives. Protestant 
places and remote spaces formed the basis of a number of these narratives, providing theological 
and topographical borders to be explored by the fantasies of the accused. 
   
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Chapter Three: The Mapping of an Eighteenth-Century Woman’s Cosmos 
Margareth Bossard was 42 years old when she stood on trial for the crime of witchcraft in 
1737, and in those years, her experiences had brought her throughout the lands of Catholic 
Switzerland and beyond. In her fantastical narratives constructed across her interrogation, she 
claimed that the Devil had first seduced her while she was living in an unnamed village outside 
of Bern, one of the few times any of the accused had brought their narrative into Reformed lands, 
before returning to Zug later in life.224 On August 26, 1737, her fantasies brought her beyond the 
borders of Zug once more. After being raised with the largest stone available for the strappado 
and being left for half an hour, her construction of diabolical fantasies continued. Like all of her 
fellow accused who confessed across the course of the trial, Margareth’s confession involved the 
theft and desecration of the eucharistic host, a grave sin within the Catholic faith. However, 
Margareth’s narrative surrounding the host took her fantasies beyond the Meilacher and into the 
broader world. As she described before her interrogator, three to four times every year, she 
would travel to Einsiedeln in the Canton of Schwyz, one of the largest and oldest monasteries in 
the Central Swiss Catholic Cantons, where she would steal the host from the monastery. From 
Einsiedeln, she confessed to taking the host to a small nearby forest and to Rigi, the closest 
Alpine peak visible from Zug, where she would desecrate and bury it.225 While the confessions 
that Margareth made in this late August interrogation session were steeped in fantasy, beneath 
the surface froth we are granted a glimpse at the realities of her life and the spaces that she 
interacted with. While she had perhaps spent time in the area surrounding Protestant Bern in her 
younger years, her narrative is tied to the spaces of Catholic Switzerland and to her identity as a 
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Catholic woman, made visible by the narratives of witchcraft she constructed. It is through these 
spatial narratives that the reality of the lives of the accused may come to light. 
The example of Margareth Bossard’s confession reflecting her lived experience with the 
world around her is not unique to her witchcraft narrative, but is rather an aspect of the spatial 
conceptualizations that people construct on an everyday basis. Every person constructs their own 
mental maps through their understanding of the world. The closer a map is to a person’s lived 
experience and everyday interactions, the greater the level of detail will be. A map of a person’s 
city would be most detailed in the area surrounding the places they frequent, the paths they take 
throughout the day. While their personal neighbourhood may be full of small details, down to 
individual homes and geographic features, as distances increase, the shape of their world 
becomes less precise. When placed at a larger scale, the cities and landscapes with which a 
person has interacted would be in clear locations in accordance with one another, but details such 
as smaller cities and topographical features become sparser the further the map moves from lived 
experience. We can draw the borders of our cosmos through the mapping of our lived 
experiences. Our borders are reflections of our life stories, painted across the landscape, through 
which we can gain an understanding of its creator. With maps representing the intimate details of 
a person’s worldview, they are key windows into a person’s spatial understanding, reflecting the 
ways in which they interact with space and place. If maps can provide valuable insight into the 
cosmos and lived realities of its creator, is it possible to use mapping to obtain a glimpse into the 
lives of people who lived centuries ago, who may have never seen a paper map in their lives? 
The following chapter seeks to answer this question and explore the borders and realities 
of everyday life for common people in eighteenth-century Switzerland using the spatial data 
provided in the Zug witch trial documents of 1737. With only one man brought to trial in this 
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specific case, the focus of this study will be primarily gendered, examining the realities of life in 
the eighteenth century for lower-status women in Zug. Using a new methodology that I have 
termed archival source mapping, the accounts of the accused provide spatial data that can be 
mapped in GIS software and then analyzed. Despite these women’s never leaving behind a map 
of their world, archival source mapping provides historians with an opportunity to see the 
boundaries of their world, bringing to life the realities buried under their fantastical accounts. 
The first part of this chapter will explore archival source mapping as a methodology. While GIS 
is not a new technology, its adoption in the historical discipline has been slow and limited to only 
a few specialized spatial histories. This section will provide an explanation of GIS, its uses in the 
historical discipline, and an exploration of archival source mapping as a new methodological use 
for this technology. The second part of the chapter will explore the mapping process for the 1737 
witch trial. Here, the conceptual aspects of archival source mapping will be applied to the 
context of the Zug trials. The third and final part will analyze the maps constructed using the 
spatial data provided by the accused. By examining the spatial narratives of the accused provided 
in the trial documents and the maps created using this data, this section provides insight into the 
cosmos of the common women involved in the 1737 trial and the borders they constructed 
around their world. Where the narratives constructed by the accused were reflective of the 
fantastical elements of witchcraft trials, the maps created out of these narratives are reflective of 
the spatial realities of these women’s lives. Upon these maps are the places and events that were 
significant to them, a reflection of their lived realities and the places that were significant to their 
identity as Catholic women living in the borderlands of Zug in the waning years of the 
Reformation. 
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“Gistory” and Archival Source Mapping 
  Geographic Information Systems, or GIS, technology has been accessible for historians 
since the early 1990s but has largely been at the fringes of historical research.226 To better 
understand the uses of GIS and its potential in the field of History, one must first understand 
what exactly GIS is and what it can do. GIS is a form of computer program designed to create 
unique databases that hold location specific information. In their article “Historical GIS: 
Structuring, Mapping and Analysing Geographies of the Past,” Ian Gregory and Richard Healey 
note that “GIS combines spatial data in the form of points, lines, polygons, or grid cells, with the 
attribute data held in conventional database form. This provides a structure that is able to answer 
queries not only about what features are in the database, but also where they are located.”227 
While traditional statistical research uses databases to keep track of information, GIS databases 
plot the information in a visual and spatial format, and contain data such as longitude and 
latitude coordinates that will be referenced upon the map. Therefore, GIS is capable of taking 
immense amounts of data and organizing it visually, in a format that is simple to comprehend, 
such as on a map. As such, GIS has no set methodology; rather it is simply a tool that possesses 
high potential for a plethora of space-based methodologies, including those that could present 
unparalleled benefits to historians studying space and the past. 
In seeking to define the uses of GIS in History, historian and computer scientist 
Alexander von Lünen describes the need to shift definitions of GIS within the discipline “to 
differentiate between GIS projects that are purely created for storing historical-geographical data 
                                                 
226 Timothy J. Bailey and James B.M. Schick, “Historical GIS: Enabling the Collision of History and Geography,” 
Social Science Computer Review 27, No. 3 (August 2009), 294. 
227 Ian N. Gregory and Richard G. Healy, “Historical GIS: Structuring, Mapping an Analysing Geographies of the 
Past,” Progress in Human Geography 31, No. 5 (2007), 639. 
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and those that use GIS to facilitate historical research.”228 Owing to its database capabilities, GIS 
software has the ability to simply be a repository for historical data, but the ability to create 
spatial visualizations allows for new ways to present this data, defined by von Lünen as 
“Gistory.”229 To draw the comparison between History and GIS, von Lünen notes that “GIS can 
act as a historical narrative… I argue that visualisation is just one way of creating a narrative but 
that the analytic capabilities offered by a GIS constitute a narrative as well, ‘tak[ing] narrative to 
mean all modes of conveying stories.’”230 By this definition, GIS could be used for nearly any 
historical narrative that forms the heart of the discipline. Summarizing his discussion of 
epistemology and the value presented by GIS to history, von Lünen states “Rather than a 
visualisation tool, GIS should be used as a painting tool: a tool to creatively engage with one’s 
sources.”231 With such a definition, the canvas of historical GIS (or Gistory as von Lünen refers 
to it) should be a place where historians can explore their sources in entirely new formats. 
Archival source mapping, the methodology utilized for this study, is one such format, 
presenting the narrative of the Zug witch trials in a spatial and visual manner. When I began this 
project, no clear methodology existed that suited my intent to recreate the boundaries of a 
person’s world using primary sources visually and cartographically. For this reason, I developed 
archival source mapping. I have defined archival source mapping as a methodological process in 
which an historian analyzes primary source material for location data, recording the locations 
mentioned in the source along with accompanying information vital to the research project in a 
database, and then importing this database into a GIS program. By directly utilizing an archival 
                                                 
228 Alexander von Lünen, “Tracking in a New Territory: Re-imagining GIS for History,” in History and GIS: 
Epistemologies, Considerations, and Reflections (Dordrecht: Springer, 2013): 213. 
229 von Lünen, “Tracking in a New Territory,” 213. 
230 von Lünen, “Tracking in a New Territory,” 217. 
231 von Lünen, “Tracking in a New Territory,” 237. 
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source and using locations only mentioned by the original author in the material, historians are 
able to gain direct insight into their interactions with the world around them, providing a much 
more intimate glimpse into their lives. By mapping out these sources, we are afforded an 
unparalleled opportunity to visualize their world, utilizing GIS technology to paint their 
existence upon the landscape even centuries after their death. Archival source mapping is 
intended as a response to von Lünen’s call for “Gistory” and an attempt at the seamless blending 
of historical and spatial analysis, providing new ways for historians to visually present their 
explorations of the past. 
Methodology for the 1737 Trial Exploration 
  In order to study the geographic and spatial data presented by the trial documents, an 
accessible and logical database was required. Utilizing the Google Sheets system for its 
organizational and collaborative capabilities, I set out to create categories that would help to 
organize the spatial data as it was being recorded and analyze it at a later point. For the creation 
of the database for the 1737 trials, a plethora of categories were utilized. Perhaps most 
significant to this study were those related to space. Places mentioned in the trial were divided 
into four columns: country, canton, city, place. Each of these categories represents a twist of the 
proverbial microscope lens, providing incrementally smaller geographic ranges for these 
mentions of space. Locations are categorized by their country, canton (if located in Switzerland), 
and city. If further details are provided by the accused, specifying spaces within the city, a 
location is added into the place column. For example, the Meilacher forest is listed in this 
categorization as Eichwald/Meilacher, Zug, ZG, Switzerland. Some spaces within Zug listed in 
Philippe Bart’s transcription of the trial documents in “Zwischen Gott und Teuffel” were 
provided with footnotes denoting the specific coordinates of these locales. However, these 
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coordinates utilize Swiss Coordinate System data, rather than latitude and longitude, making the 
data impossible to import into most mapping software.232 As such, Beat Dittli’s Zuger 
Ortsnamen: Siedlungs-, Flur- und Gewässernamen im Kanton Zug is an indispensible resource. 
This five-volume gazetteer collection provides historical and spatial data on thousands of 
locations across the Canton of Zug, in addition to a collection of five large and highly detailed 
maps, which together cartographically recreate the Canton of Zug as it was in 2007 at the time of 
its publication. Dittli’s highly detailed maps provide exact points of reference for even the most 
obscure locations in the Canton, including all places referenced by Bart in “Zwischen Gott und 
Teuffel.” By cross-examining the maps with Google Earth, the exact coordinates of each location 
mentioned in the trials can be digitally recorded in a format that can be used in QGIS. 
  The next details recorded in the database were those for organizational purposes. The 
foliant of each recorded place entry and the side of the page were recorded. Further, the first and 
last name of the person under interrogation were noted in separate columns, and any places 
mentioned by the scribe were attributed to the person under interrogation. As this study was 
exploring the world of the common people accused of witchcraft rather than their interrogators, it 
was imperative to tie the locations discussed by the interrogators to the accused, so when the 
name of a place was stated by the interrogator, it is the accused’s reaction to it that was recorded 
in the database. In the next columns, the place reference was denoted as tied to witchcraft or not 
with a yes or no variable, and the type of mention, whether it was a direct reference to a place or 
a reference to a person from that location. The type of mention column was further categorized, 
                                                 
232 The Swiss Coordinate System, known as LV95, was introduced in 1995 as an update to the 1903 LV03 system. 
LV95 uses the geostation in Zimmerwald, Bern, as the point of origin (N=200,000 E=600,000). “National Survey 
LV95,” Federal Office of Topography swisstopo, accessed March 14, 2021, 
https://www.swisstopo.admin.ch/en/knowledge-facts/surveying-geodesy/reference-frames/local/lv95.html.  
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denoting whether the place mentioned was part of the general narrative, the site of magic, or 
referenced other people as sabbat attendees, other witches, or as the other accused in the trial. 
Lastly, a short, detailed note was left, explaining the context for the place reference. In places 
where the language was too difficult to interpret from the original early modern Swiss German, 
this column was left blank until further assessment can be conducted. Lastly, for place mentions 
tied directly to other people, columns were left to denote the gender of these people if known, 
although these columns were left blank for the current study with the intent to revisit the direct 
discussion of gender in association to the spatial history of the 1737 trial at a later date, when a 
larger scope allows for lengthier analysis. Lastly, the date of each interrogation was recorded in 
the final columns of the database for temporal organization. 
  This study is one of common women of a lower socio-economic status and their 
interactions with the spaces that surround them. As such, the decision was made to record only 
the spaces that appeared in the records of the interrogations of the accused. Between foliant 1A 
and 175A of the trial record, the exchanges between the interrogator and the accused, and the 
confrontations amongst the accused are recorded in detail, providing a glimpse into the drama of 
the interrogation chamber. From foliant 178A to foliant 231B, the scribe provided a summary of 
each examination and the machinations of the Ammann and Stadtrat, including the actual 
sentences passed on to the convicted. While this second half of the record provides valuable 
insight into the trial process, it does not explore the experiences of the common people. Rather it 
briefly summarizes their confessions as perceived by the upper status men who ran the trial. For 
that reason, this section of the trial record is excluded from the geospatial analysis in this chapter. 
To recreate the world of common people, particularly women, through these documents, 
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allowing the focus to change back to those running the trial once more removes the agency of the 
accused over their own narrative.  
  Upon the completion of the database, the location data was then uploaded into Google 
Earth in order to create spatial reference points that could be exported as a geocache file that 
could be used in QGIS. Once the data had been exported in this format, the file was uploaded 
into QGIS, where the spatial data was plotted on a world map, georeferenced in accordance to a 
projection centred around the Canton of Zug. From here, the attributes of each point were shifted 
in accordance to the number of references made in the trial documents by adding a ‘weight’ 
parameter. For example, a place that was mentioned only once, such as Ecce Homo in the 
Canton of Schwyz, was weighted as 1, whereas a location such as the Meilacher forest, whose 
role in the trial was substantially higher and mentioned forty-six times, was weighted as 46. In 
weighting each location, their importance to the trial was denoted. Once the map was rendered as 
a cluster map, the locations with a higher weight were represented by a larger point in 
accordance to their significance in the narratives of the accused. Through this process, the world 
of the trials comes to life visually, recreating the boundaries of the trial narratives across a 
tangible representation of space. 
Mapping Fantasy, Reality, and the World Between 
  As we have explored, witchcraft exists between the realm of fantasy and reality. Crafted 
by upper and lower-status narratives of magic, reflecting the world of fear and anxiety for people 
of the early modern period, magic was the product of people’s mentalités and the witch trials 
prosecuting these crimes provide a glimpse into the minds of the accused. These trial records put 
to paper the experiences of common people who lived centuries ago, and are one of few places in 
which historians can read a representation of the words of the illiterate lower status, allowing us 
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to recreate their hidden world.233 As Laura Kounine notes, “trial records can afford the historian 
an opportunity to ask questions about not just culture but also the body, the psyche, experience, 
and agency. Yet more often than not, complex texts such as trial narratives have been 
approached without any clear method of interpretation.”234 While Kounine’s Imagining the 
Witch: Emotions, Gender, and Selfhood in Early Modern Germany explores the lived 
experiences of those swept up in the witch trials through the lens of emotion, this work uses 
space as the framework to reconstruct and re-examine the realities of life in the eighteenth 
century through trial documents. Chapter Two used the 1737 trial records and the accused’s 
narratives of witchcraft to explore their concepts of marginal spaces in relation to fantasies of 
witchcraft. Here, these narratives can be mined for a list of spaces where the people interacted. 
Through the process of archival source mapping, the spaces discussed in the trial are brought to 
life, with the locations mentioned by the accused visually laid out on a map. In using archival 
source mapping, the boundaries of the accused’s world are made visible, whether they are spaces 
that were tied to the crime of maleficia or part of their normal lived experiences, demonstrating 
the real and tangible world on which they superimposed their witchcraft fantasies and the borders 
that surround it. 
  What is unique about the use of witch trial documents in archival source mapping is the 
requirement of confession. The late witch trials of the eighteenth century provide immense detail 
into the minds and mentalités of the accused, but only once a confession was made. In recording 
the dialogue between the interrogator and accused, as well as the confrontations between the 
                                                 
233 The trial documents likely are close to what was actually said, however it is believed that scribes of witch trials 
were not always accurate in their reconstruction of the dialogue. Therefore, witch trial documents can be viewed as 
an imperfect representation of these women’s accounts. See: Laura Kounine, Imagining the Witch: Emotions, 
Gender, and Selfhood in Early Modern Germany (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018), 7-8. 
234 Kounine, Imagining the Witch, 13. 
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accused, the trials are limited by the narratives constructed during the trial process. These 
narratives were reliant on the convergence of the interrogator’s concepts of magic and the 
accused’s concepts of magic, creating a cohesive story that tied local beliefs and traditions to the 
broader demonological notions on witchcraft.235 The crux of this cohesion was reliant on the act 
of confession. It was not until the accused confessed to the crime of witchcraft that the story 
could take shape. Following confession, accused witches were able to craft their narratives over 
the process of numerous interrogations, laying bare their mentalités and cosmos as their fantasies 
and realities intermingled. However, without the act of confession, these narratives could not be 
constructed.  
For this reason, those who did not confess during the 1737 trial are dramatically 
underrepresented in the mapping of the trial. While Katharina Kalbacher, Maria Anna 
Petermann, and the Bossard women provide the vast majority of the spaces mentioned in the 
trial, Katharina Gilli and Marx and Euphemia Stadlin allow little more than a glimpse into the 
spaces they inhabited and interacted with. Unbroken by torture even months after her initial 
arrest, Katharina Gilli’s world remains shrouded in mystery following the execution of the other 
women, her own death alone in her cell pre-empted by the end of her narrative.236 As such, 
Katharina Gilli’s spatial narrative is lost, only discussing places six times across her months of 
interrogation.237 As a woman from Salenstein, a town in the Canton of Thurgau, Gilli’s concepts 
of space and place were likely entirely different from the other accused who were all from Zug; 
however, any understanding of her world is largely lost to history by her lack of a witchcraft 
narrative. Marx and Eupehmia Stadlin, the father and daughter pair who survived the trial were 
                                                 
235 Roper, Witch Craze, 106-107. 
236 StAZG A 105/6 fol. 167B. 
237 StAZG A 105/6 fol. 12A, 12B, 32B, 33A,61A, 63A. 
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similarly resistant to torture and interrogation, yielding few mentions of place across the trial 
proceedings. Respectively, Marx and Euphemia discussed place eight and six times across the 
entirety of their trial proceedings, with a particular focus on their movements and experiences 
outside of the fantasy of witchcraft.238 
This dearth of data provided by these three accused limits the scope of the examination to 
largely focus on seven people: Katharina Kalbacher, Anna Maria Bossard, Teresa Bossard, 
Margareth Bossard, Katharina Bossard, Lisi Bossard, and Maria Anna Petermann. While place 
mentions made by Marx, Euphemia, and Katharina Gilli are included on the maps, their 
contributions are overshadowed by the other seven. This group is particularly interesting for the 
commonalities that they share. While Katharina Kalbacher is not listed as a resident of Zug, 
judging by her clear understanding of the geography of the region she is extremely familiar with 
the area and likely lived in Zug or one of the surrounding villages. The other women are all listed 
as being originally from Zug. Further, all of the accused who contributed heavily to this narrative 
were women. However, perhaps most significantly, the women involved in the trial were united 
by their religious confession. While they share common status, genders, and geographies, the 
greatest uniting factor of these women is their shared religious belief. Despite their disparate and 
individual lives and narratives, the Catholic Church united all of the women with a single shared 
experience. Within their fantasies, each of the women who confessed to the crime of witchcraft 
had their Catholic identities interwoven within their narrative, and those who did not confess 
used their faith as the foundations of their innocence. 
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Despite the immense gains in the fields of both gender history and spatial history over the 
past decades, the use of these two subdisciplines together has been extremely limited. When 
placed within the context of women during the early modern period, the scholarship is even 
further reduced. Owing to the extensive documentary evidence provided by religious institutions 
through the early modern period, a number of the spatial analyses that have been conducted on 
women from that era are centred around nuns living in convents and forming networks in the 
secular world.239 Notably, Sharon Strocchia and Julia Rombough’s chapter “Women Behind 
Walls: Tracking Nuns and Socio-Spatial Networks in Sixteenth-Century Florence,” uses similar 
GIS methodology to the present study to examine the ways that nuns interacted with space in 
early modern Florence, exercising their agency from behind the walls of the convent.240 While 
valuable in the exploration of agency within the confines of cloistered life, these discussions 
leave out narratives of common women and their interactions with the world around them. By 
examining the records of the 1737 trial spatially, the worlds of lower-status Swiss Catholic 
women living in the eighteenth century are revealed, providing a rare glimpse into the spatial 
understanding of these women who are so commonly lost to the past on account of their gender 
and their status. 
Once more returning to Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie’s metaphor of the microhistorian and 
the microscope, the visualizations of these spatial narratives are akin to turns of the microscope 
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239 See: Kimberlyn Montford, “Within and Without: Women’s Networks and the Early Modern Roman Convent,” in 
Mapping Gendered Routes and Spaces in the Early Modern World, ed. Merry Wiesner-Hanks (London: Routledge, 
2016), 213-227; Sharon Strocchia and Julia Rombough, “Women Behind Walls: Tracking Nuns and Socio-Spatial 
Networks in Sixteenth-Century Florence,” in Mapping Space, Sense, and Movement in Florence: Historical GIS and 
the Early Modern City, eds. Nicholas Terpstra and Colin Rose (London: Routledge, 2016), 87-106; Francesca 
Medioli, “The Dimensions of the Cloister: Enclosure, Constraint, and Protection in Seventeenth-Century Italy,” in 
Time, Space, and Women’s Lives in Early Modern Europe, eds. Anne Jacobson Schutte, Thomas Kuehn, and 
Silvanna Seidl Menchi (Kirksville: Truman State University Press, 2001), 165-180. 
240 Strocchia and Rombough, “Women Behind Walls,” 87-89. 
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lens, showing first the greatest detail and then increasingly broad narratives for examination. The 
map in Figure 6 is the closest lens, visualizing the women’s experiences within the Canton of 
Zug. The visualization of the spaces discussed in the trial also point toward increased familiarity 
with certain places, despite the relatively small footprint of the Canton of Zug. As explored in 
Chapter One, the canton is populated by numerous small towns and agricultural villages 
surrounding the Zugersee. While these settlements were all relatively close to Zug and easily 
within the scope of the women’s world, the spatial data from the trial indicates a disconnect 
between the women and the surrounding region. While the area in the immediate vicinity of Zug 
on the map is populated with numerous spatial references, with the northeastern tip of the 
Zugersee constituting the greatest concentration of points, the outlying areas, particularly those 
in the canton’s northwest around Cham, received less attention in the women’s narratives. The 
narratives that the women constructed during the process of their trials were a reflection of the 
world they inhabited. The Bossard women were all residents of Zug, occupying the lowest rungs 
of the city’s social ladder as labourers, shopkeepers, peddlers, and beggars.241 While their lives 
were not specifically tied to the city of Zug, their everyday experiences within its borders were 
definitively drawn upon the map of their narratives. Places further afield, such as Walchwil and 
Ägeri, while still a part of their geographic cosmos, were less specific in the nature of their 
descriptions, whereas the cluster of sites in and around the city of Zug were dramatically more 
specific. The inclusion of even small geographic features located just beyond the walls of the 
city, such as Lee, where Katharina Kalbacher confessed to poisoning the ox of one Jacob Paul, 
and Bolgutsch, where she also confessed to poisoning cows, indicate a definite familiarity with 
these spaces as opposed to the towns in Zug’s hinterlands.242 This level of familiarity reveals the 
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241 Bart, “Zwischen Gott und Teuffel,” 8. 
242 StAZG A 105/6 fol. 72B, 85A. 
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Figure 6: Place Mentions in the Canton of Zug 
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heart of both the narratives and the women’s cosmos, where the specificity of the place building 
process is at its most narrow. With the women standing on trial occupying a lower social status, 
their ability to move across the landscape, even within the comparatively small borders of the 
Canton of Zug was likely limited by the need to support themselves economically within the 
vicinity of their homes. While movement outside of the city of Zug’s vicinity within the cantonal 
borders occurred and was exemplified in the trial by Anna Maria Bossard’s confession 
surrounding diabolical temptation at the Chamerstrasse, the level of detail provided in the 
confessions about these spaces potentially indicate a lower level of familiarity.243 
The two hearts of the trials, the Meilacher forest and the Kloster Maria Opferung convent 
beyond the eastern walls of Zug each respectively demonstrate the gravitas that they held within 
the narratives constructed by the women, dominating the map with their visualization. Their 
major presence on the map is indicative of the dualistic roles that witchcraft played in the minds 
and mentalités of the accused. The very concepts of reality and fantasy within witchcraft 
narratives are intrinsically tied to these two spaces. The death of livestock, theft of money, and 
spoiling of food stores that occurred at the Kloster Maria Opferung were definitively real, and 
their occurrence would have sent ripples through the community. As demonstrated in the village 
witchcraft beliefs, the death of even a single cow was psychologically devastating due to the 
precariousness of agrarian life, but the loss of forty between 1733 and 1737 along with sheep and 
pigs would have been unimaginable. Such a devastating loss held a tangible effect on Zug. In 
addition to the fear and anxiety created by the apparent diabolical intervention on a space of 
piety, the loss of these vital resources would have been felt in the local economy once the Kloster 
was unable to sell the milk and meat products of the forty head of cattle who died. As Elizabeth 
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Lehfeldt notes, early modern convents held “[a] combined portfolio of agricultural land, urban 
property, income from commerce and investment in credit mechanisms…”244 Even without the 
terror of witchcraft and diabolical intervention, the devastating reality of the Kloster’s losses 
leading up to 1737 saw the agricultural and commercial components of the convent’s economy 
suddenly lost. With convents playing a major role in the early modern European rural economy 
due to their significant resources, such losses would have been felt within the local economy and 
would have factored into the collective mentalités of the people of Zug. The tangibility and 
severity of this loss figure heavily into the landscape of the trial narratives, grounding it deeply 
in the lived realities of the women of Zug.  
In opposition to the tangible happenings linked to spaces, the Meilacher’s prominence on 
the landscape of the 1737 trial indicates the spatial ties to fantasy experienced by common 
women living in Zug in the eighteenth century, which reflected in their realities. The women 
standing on trial did not actually gather with the Devil in the shadows of the Meilacher forest as 
they claimed across their confessions, nor did they steal, desecrate, and bury eucharistic hosts 
throughout the forest. However, in the fantasies that they constructed as a part of their narrative, 
the Meilacher was the heart of these diabolical practices. The map demonstrates the substantial 
role that the Meilacher played within the narratives, eliciting 47 mentions in the trials, but more 
importantly the significance of fantasy within the trial documents. Whereas the Kloster’s 
influence on the map was grounded in the economic and tangible realities of life in Zug as seen 
by the accused, the role of the Meilacher and the fantasies that this space elicited indicate the 
substantive role that fantasy and fear played in the realities of these women. However, despite 
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the two spaces having different roles within the trial, their role in the mentalités of the women 
can be tied back to a foundational aspect of the women’s identities and the acts tied to these 
locations: Catholicism. The Meilacher’s role as the site of the witches’ sabbat has been tied to 
the act of host desecration, which at the confessional borderlands held an even greater 
significance within the broader witchcraft narrative. The Kloster’s role as the primary focus of 
maleficia across the trial narratives has been explored as reflective of Catholic society’s 
veneration of nuns and the cloistered lifestyle, making their spaces vulnerable to fantasies of 
diabolical attack. The dramatic influence of these two spaces, as visualized on the map, 
demonstrate how both real and fantastical acts in these spaces were linked through the women’s 
Catholic identities and played a major role in how they conceptualized the world around them. 
The next lens of the microhistorian’s microscope reveals the broader Swiss context for 
the trial narratives. By focusing only on the Swiss lands and the narratives that were crafted 
within their borders, some notable patterns are made evident. Once more, in examining the 
clustering of place mentions, we are afforded a glimpse into the lives of the women at the heart 
of the trial, visualizing the spaces that played a role in their cosmos. As was the case in the 
examination of the Canton of Zug, the women’s narratives were largely focused on the places 
with which they interacted most frequently, therefore places in close proximity to the town of 
Zug as noted in Figure 7. The largest cluster of place mentions are those within the borders of the 
Canton of Zug, as these were the spaces that the women would be most familiar. However, 
beyond the cantonal borders, the next largest clusters were from neighbouring cantons, 
particularly Luzern and Schwyz, with these two cantons straddling the trade route to the 
Gotthard Pass, which not only connected the two sides of the trans-Alpine trade, but also the 
Catholic territories of Central Switzerland with the Italian peninsula. As a result of the Gotthard 
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Pass, Zug’s relationship with these two cantons was both economically and confessionally 
significant. To the women standing on trial, these spaces would have therefore formed a major 
role in their conceptualizations of the world, as residents of Zug and Catholics to whom these 
spaces were vital for the city’s economic and religious ties to the south. 
However, two of the largest cluster of place mentions from the trial are not on the trade 
route to the Gotthard, but rather in the Canton of Luzern’s north: Sursee and Beromünster. 
Sursee, mentioned thirty times across the trials, plays the largest role of any location outside of 
Zug’s borders in the women’s narratives. Much like the case of the Kloster Maria Opferung in 
Zug, it was ruin and tragedy that brought Sursee to the forefront of the 1737 trial. In 1734, three 
years prior to the start of the trial and two years after the first suspicions of maleficia tied to the 
Kloster came to light in Zug, the town of Sursee was largely destroyed by an immense fire.245 
While Sursee had dealt with three other devastating fires in 1363, 1461, and 1651, the severity of 
the fire in 1734 and its temporal proximity to the Kloster’s misfortunes directly tied the event to 
the accusations of witchcraft.246 Throughout the era of witch trials, God and Satan were viewed 
as active agents within the world, causing miracles and tragedies in their wake. While the hexe 
tradition presented even thunderstorms as the work of diabolical agents, a cataclysmic fire such 
as that which destroyed Sursee in 1734 would have been perhaps the greatest demonstration of 
the Devil’s active role in the terrors of the world. As such, the fire of Sursee played a sizeable 
role in the narratives produced during the 1737 trial. On August 16, Katharina Kalbacher made 
the first reference to the fire, claiming that she, Lisi Bossard, and other witches had joined the 
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Devil and burnt the city.247 Following interrogation, Teresa, Margareth, Anna Maria, and 
Katharina Bossard all confessed to taking part in the catastrophe, while Marx and Euphemia 
Stadlin vehemently denied their involvement in the fire despite Katharina Kalbacher’s 
accusations against them.248 The fire’s repeated inclusion in the trial narratives points toward the 
extent of a woman’s geographic familiarity through intercity connections. Sursee, despite being 
located forty kilometers from Zug’s Altstadt, played a role in the minds and mentalités of the 
common women involved in the trial. Not only was it a location that they were familiar with, but 
one that constituted a part of the local discussion amongst lower-status women. In an age when 
wooden structures dominated the Swiss landscape, while explained through the fantasy of the 
Devil, fires were a real and pervasive danger, a threat that could never have been far from the 
minds of people of all socioeconomic statuses. Much like the temptations and torments of Satan 
preached in Sunday services, fire did not discriminate between the wealthy and the poor in early 
modern Switzerland. At no point in the trial documents do any of the accused question the event, 
indicating that all of the women involved had a level of familiarity with both the town of Sursee 
and the event of its immolation. Sursee and the cataclysmic fire that destroyed it were a part of 
common women’s understanding of the world three years after the event, tying its burning to the 
tangible conflict between the forces of God and the Devil that played out across their trial 
narratives and through their collective mentalités. 
Beromünster, however, was intrinsically tied to the movement of people by both natural 
and supernatural means. The site of a major abbey in the Canton of Luzern bordering on the hills 
of Erlosen where the accused confessed to hosting a sabbat, Beromünster had been the site of a 
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monastery since at least the mid-tenth century and by the eighteenth century held substantial land 
and resources in the surrounding area.249 In the first day of the trial recordings, Katharina 
Kalbacher confessed to travelling to Beromünster in the form of a bird, a dog, and a mouse, 
where she poisoned cows.250 Anna Maria Bossard was asked if she had travelled to Beromünster, 
Meilacher, or Kami Stahl as a bird, cat, dog, or mouse, but she denied all charges of 
transformation.251 For Katharina Bossard, Beromünster was the destination of her first flight, and 
where she would regularly travel with seven others to perform magic.252 While Sursee was the 
site of tragic events that became intrinsically tied to the crime of maleficia in the years leading 
up to the trial, Beromünster’s inclusion in the women’s narratives of the trial instead 
demonstrates a level of familiarity with it as a place, despite being located a considerable 
distance from Zug. These mentions of Beromünster all involve the act of supernatural travel, 
through flight or in the form of an animal, yet do not indicate movement between these spaces by 
foot or horse.  Such narratives potentially indicate that Beromünster was well within the 
geographic conceptions of the women’s world, and was a place that they had likely visited, 
however was at a distance great enough that fantastical elements were added to supplement the 
movement between spaces. 
Perhaps the most noteworthy aspect of all of the spatial narratives provided by the 
women involved in the trials can only be truly understood when viewed in conjunction with 
other visualizations. As explored in the previous chapter, the act of witchcraft in the trial 
narratives was largely contained within the Catholic world, with few diabolical acts occurring 
                                                 
249 Anton Gӧssi, “Beromünster (Stift),” in Historiches Lexikon der Schweiz, last modified March 3, 2011, https://hls-
dhs-dss.ch/de/articles/012007/2011-03-03/. 
250 StAZG A 105/6, fol. 8A-8B. 
251 StAZG A 105/6, fol. 33B. 
252 StAZG A 105/6, fol. 57A-57B. 
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beyond the confessional borders. However, when the entirety of the spatial narrative of the trial 
is transposed upon the map of confessional boundaries around the year 1700 as seen in Figure 4, 
the interrelationship between confession and the lives of these women are made even clearer. As 
seen in Figure 8, the clustering of place mentions made by the women across the 1737 trial, 
regardless of its relationship to magic and the crime of witchcraft, largely fell within the Catholic 
confessional boundaries. The mentions of place occurring in Protestant spaces were few and far 
between, with only a small cluster occurring beyond Zug’s cantonal border in the southwestern 
edge of the Canton of Zürich, and small clusters in the cities of Zürich, Basel, and Bern. Other 
than these small collections of place mentions, the women’s spatial narratives were largely 
confined within the borders of Catholic Switzerland. 
The 1737 trial came at the tail end of the era of confessional wars in Europe, during 
which “[r]eligious boundaries were marked and anxiously guarded” despite a relative 
permeability for travel between confessional territories.253 Despite the ability to travel across 
confessional boundaries, both Catholics and Protestants in the late-seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries conceptualized their world as intrinsically divided along confessional lines. Etienne 
François explored this concept in his exploration of bi-confessional Augsburg, Die unsichtbare 
Grenze: Protestanten und Katholiken in Augsburg, 1648-1806. François argues that at the heart 
of all life in Augsburg, the religious divide of the city was interwoven in the demographic, 
socioeconomic, and cultural life, where the patterns followed by everyday people were tied to 
their confession.254 In Augsburg, despite Protestants and Catholics interacting on a daily basis, 
                                                 
253 Kim Siebenhüner, “Conversion, Mobility and the Roman Inquisition in Italy around 1600,” Past and Present 200 
(August 2008), 33-34. 
254 Etienne François, Die unsichtbare Grenze: Protestanten und Katholiken in Augsburg, 1648-1806 (Sigmaringen: 
Jan Thorbecke Verlag, 1991). Due to the rarity of this title, a historiographic summary was used instead: Joel F. 
Harrington and Helmut Walser Smith, “Confessionalization, Community, and State Building in Germany, 1555-
1870,” The Journal of Modern History 69, no. 1 (March 1997), 89. 
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Figure 8: Place Mentions by Confession 
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“by the end of the eighteenth century, confessional identity had become so firmly implanted that 
it ‘could no longer be separated from the person and belonged, as it were, to the essence of every 
Augsburg citizen.’”255 Zug in the eighteenth century was not bi-confessional; however, similar 
patterns of confessional identity were made evident through the trial documents. While Church 
and Head argue that throughout the Reformation “contact across confessional lines was frequent 
because of economic and social ties,” the women’s narratives during the 1737 trial demonstrate 
that despite these interconfessional relationships across cantonal borders, common people’s 
confessional identity played a much stronger role in their agentic sense of identity.256 In spite of 
the existence of interrelationships across confessional lines discussed by Church and Head, the 
central Swiss Cantons lacked bi-confessional spaces that characterized the German lands to the 
north, but rather enforced religious homogeneity within cantonal borders. From the mapping of 
the women’s witchcraft narratives, this spatial relationship with confession is made visible, as 
the borders of the Swiss Catholic world were deeply intertwined with the borders of these 
women’s world. 
In the fantastical realm of witchcraft narratives, the accused are provided the opportunity 
to construct a story that combines fantasy and reality in terms of actions, participants, and 
locations. The places in which their narratives occur are those with which they are familiar or are 
a part of their concept of the world. In spite of this vast spatial freedom, the women involved in 
the 1737 trial constructed nearly their entire narrative solely within the boundaries of the 
Catholic Swiss Cantons. In the omission of Protestant spaces, despite the proximity of the central 
Zwinglian hub of Zürich to the heart of the women’s world in Zug, the borders of their world 
                                                 
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256 Church and Head, A Concise History of Switzerland, 91. 
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were defined by confessional belief. As such, it can be inferred that religion was paramount to 
the identity of common women living in Zug in the eighteenth century, following years of 
religious upheaval across Switzerland. The rites, rituals, and beliefs of the Catholic faith, while 
not always as visible within the trial documents as the host desecration narratives, were integral 
to the sense of identity of common women. The places that the women visited and the acts they 
committed across their narratives were intrinsically tied to Catholicism, from the Kloster Maria 
Opferung where the misfortune began to the Meilacher forest and beyond where they bridged the 
gap between fantasy and reality. While the stories constructed by the women during their 
confession were fantastical in nature, the reality of their identity as Catholic women were woven 
across the narratives and preserved in the trial documents. 
With one last turn of the metaphorical lens, the breadth of the European continent in the 
context of the 1737 trial is brought into perspective. More broad patterns are made evident by 
this shift, as the absolute breadth of these women’s worlds are visualized upon the map. What is 
perhaps the most interesting shift between the Swiss map and the European map is the almost 
total lack of change between the two. The cluster of points evident in Figures 6 and 7 within the 
boundaries of the Swiss Confederation remain the heart of the women’s worlds, with only three 
points existing beyond the borders in neighbouring regions. Konstanz, one of these sites and the 
seat of the Diocese of Konstanz under whose jurisdiction Zug fell, was a border city situated 
upon the German side of the border with the Swiss Confederacy. While only just outside of the 
Swiss lands, its inclusion is the geographically nearest spatial narrative beyond Switzerland. 
Anna Maria Bossard stated briefly that her sister Teresa’s husband had gone to Konstanz to go to 
126 
 
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war, the only mention of the city in the trial.257 War and militarism also brought the narrative of 
witchcraft beyond the borders of the Germanic world, to the furthest extent of the women’s 
narratives. In the opening moments of Katharina Kalbacher’s confession on August 9, her 
narrative begins with a discussion of a man serving under one Hauptmann, or Captain, Türler in 
Paris, who was one of the people who drew Katharina into the sect of witchcraft.258 Katharina’s 
details here, however, are nearly non-existent other than the simple mention of the place. After 
this brief discussion, neither Hauptmann Türler nor France are mentioned again. Similarly, 
Swabia, the last location beyond the Swiss borders, was also only discussed vaguely. In Teresa 
Bossard’s confession, the Devil commanded the women to send hail to Swabia, a vast region in 
modern southern Germany, but failed to supply any further details on the place.259 Swabia, 
unlike Konstanz and Paris in the eighteenth century, was a divided territory, a confessional grey 
area in which some major urban centres converted to Protestantism while ecclesiastical territory 
remained Catholic. Unlike the Swiss Cantons, whose confessional homogeneity followed 
cantonal lines, the Holy Roman Empire’s confessional boundaries were much more permeable, 
which, paired with the distance from Zug, separated Swabia and the Holy Roman Empire from 
the women’s collective Catholic identity. 
Using the narratives of the women and the maps produced using archival source 
mapping, the boundaries of their world become clear. As made evident by the handful of place 
mentions beyond the borders of the Swiss Confederacy, the women involved in the 1737 trial 
saw their world as one defined by the foundations of a Swiss regional identity, in which the 
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borderlands of the Holy Roman Empire and France were a foreign land located at the very 
fringes of their world. Further, the broadest reaching maps indicate that the women’s cosmos was 
tied to language in addition to their confession. Despite the extent of the women’s geographic 
understanding, the borders of their world were largely tied to the German language and the 
places in which it was dominant. Regardless of Switzerland’s polyglottal nature (in which 
German, French, Italian, and Romansch are all spoken in a variety of regional dialects) the 
women’s narratives only crossed the linguistic divides twice, in the aforementioned discussion of 
Paris, and in their mentions of Fribourg, located at the edge of the Franco-Germanic divide. Of 
Italian and Romansch speaking places, the women make no mention. Lastly, the narratives of the 
women are bound within the physical geography of the region. Despite the vitality of the St. 
Gotthard Pass to Zug’s growth since the medieval period, the women’s world does not extend 
into the spaces approaching the pass, never entering the Canton of Uri, nor crossing into Italian 
territory. Instead, the women’s borders remain separated from the Urseren valley where the St. 
Gotthard Pass begins, but rather focus on the Swiss midlands, where agrarian and pastoral life 
intermingled and the majority of the Swiss population lived.260  
By exploring these themes across the women’s narratives, the boundaries of their cosmos 
are laid clear. Centring upon Zug, the women in the 1737 trial created a narrative that 
increasingly lost complexity the further their story travelled from its heart and their everyday 
lives. Instead, beyond the cantonal borders of Zug, the women’s narratives encountered spatial 
boundaries that drew borders of reality around their fantasies. The trial narratives were 
intrinsically tied to confession, through the narratives of host desecration constructed around 
spaces of Zug, and with an overwhelming majority of external place mentions existing within 
                                                 
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Catholic regions of Switzerland. These narratives were further confined by language and the 
physical world, demonstrating the borders that these women drew around their cosmos. Through 
the witch trials, despite having their freedom removed through imprisonment, sentencing, and 
execution, the women of Zug used the agency that remained in their lives to construct stories that 
reflected their identity as lower-status Catholic women of Zug, placing themselves within the 
physical, confessional, and fantastical worlds in which they had lived out their lives. 
Conclusion 
  Through the use of archival source mapping and GIS technology to aid in the 
visualization of the witch trial documents of Zug in 1737, this research is an early realization of 
Alexander von Lünen’s call for “Gistory.” By presenting the trial narrative’s spatiality upon a 
map, the world of the women whose lives were ultimately extinguished by the end of the trial 
comes to life once more. While the places mentioned by the women throughout the interrogation 
and confession process were viewed often through a fantastical lens with magical and diabolical 
layers added, their inclusion within the trial indicates a familiarity and understanding of these 
places. Each location discussed by one of the women accused of witchcraft had its place in her 
cosmos, whether she had been there personally, or had simply heard of it. Through the 
visualization of the women’s world upon a map created with the use of GIS technology, patterns 
can be drawn among these places and boundaries can be drawn around these women’s worlds. 
Through their stories of witchcraft and magic, we are afforded a glimpse into the foundations of 
a woman’s identity, where the role of religion, language, and geography interplayed upon the 
landscape and made their mark upon the mentalités of common women living in eighteenth 
century Zug. With the stated intent of “Gistory” being the use of GIS technology not simply as a 
tool for visualization, but for the development of entirely new ways to approach historical 
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sources, archival source mapping is a methodology, even in its infancy, suited to the creation of 
new visions of the past built upon the canvas of GIS. While most examinations of witch trials 
have begun looking into the lives of the accused and their mentalités surrounding magic, archival 
source mapping is unique in its ability to truly reconstruct their world and their realities, 
engaging with the patterns that appear upon the map. Through the fantasies of witchcraft, we are 
afforded a glimpse into their realities. It is not without a sad sense of irony that the very 
narratives constructed by these women both led to their deaths behind the Schutzengel Church in 
1737 and brought the cosmos of their existence back to life nearly three centuries thereafter. 
   
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Conclusion 
  The Zug witch trial that began on August 9, 1737 did not end in the fiery spectacle of 
execution behind the Schutzengel Church, nor did it end with Katharina Kalbacher, whose initial 
accusations of witchcraft ignited the powder keg of terror in Zug. Instead, the trial ended on the 
cold morning of January 29, 1738, in one of the small wooden cells of the Chaibenturm. 
Katharina Gilli, a singer from Salenstein in the Canton of Thurgau, had been among the first 
people brought before the Ammann and Stadtrat of Zug following her denouncement by 
Katharina Kalbacher.261 Over the course of five months, she endured the trials and tribulations of 
interrogation, confrontation, and torture, watching the cells around her empty as the other 
accused eventually confessed to the crime of witchcraft and were each executed in turn, and yet 
she never gave her interrogators the necessary confession. Instead, she grew weaker as the 
months passed and summer turned to autumn, and autumn to winter. During interrogation on 
January 23, 1738, Katharina Gilli was once more asked if she was a witch. In her weakened 
state, she could only reply with a simple “no” before she collapsed to the floor, unable to answer 
the questions, begging for water.262 On the morning of January 29, 1738, she was found dead in 
her tiny wooden cell, the last woman to die as a result of the witch trials in Zug, despite never 
confessing to the crime of witchcraft.263 With Katharina Gilli’s death, Marx and Euphemia 
Stadlin, the father and daughter pair who had never confessed to their crimes, were released from 
prison in the following days.264 From the moment that they stepped out of the doors of the 
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Chaibenturm and into the winter air, Marx and Euphemia Stadlin were lost to history, their fates 
not recorded within the trial documents. 
  Of the ten people who stood on trial for witchcraft in Zug beginning in 1737, these final 
three accused individuals demonstrated their resiliency to the most severe tortures, maintaining 
their innocence in the face of overwhelming pressure to confess. However, it is this lack of 
confession that leaves their lives and their cosmos in the realm of the unknown. While Katharina 
Gilli and Marx and Euphemia Stadlin never constructed their own narratives of witchcraft, 
Katharina Kalbacher, Maria Anna Petermann, and Lisi, Margareth, Teresa, Katharina, and Anna 
Maria Bossard all in turn confessed to the crime of witchcraft and provided a narrative of their 
lives that blurred the lines between fantasy and reality. It is through the act of confession that the 
fears, anxieties, and everyday lives of the accused come to life upon the page, through the 
scrawled writing of the scribe. From these narratives, the world of common women accused of 
witchcraft can be reconstructed, visualized, and analyzed in relation to the places in which their 
stories are set. 
  At the heart of these narratives is Zug itself. Situated at the borders between the alpine 
and the midlands, between Catholic and Protestant hegemony, and between the very forces of 
God and the Devil, the Zug of both the real world and the fantastical world of the accused was 
more than just the stage upon which the narratives were set. Instead, Zug was a multi-faceted 
space to common people in the eighteenth century, with hundreds of years of place building 
constructing layers of meaning upon the landscape. The context upon which the 1737 trial was 
built was created from the intertwined narratives of space, place, and the past. The landscape of 
Zug and its place between the alpine and midlands brought concepts of the Alpine hexe to the 
forefront of people’s anxieties, with Zug’s dependence upon cattle and the precarious nature of 
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agriculture at the foothills of the Alps becoming targets of diabolical intervention. Zug’s 
relationship with space and borders in the eighteenth century were not drawn solely from the 
physical landscape, but from the historical context of the region. As Zug’s role within the 
landscape changed between the twelfth and thirteenth centuries upon the opening of the St. 
Gotthard Pass, so too did its significance. By the early fourteenth century, Zug found itself 
between two growing powers: the Habsburg dynasty and the Swiss Confederacy. The conflict 
between these two powers would change Zug’s fate, bringing it into the Swiss Confederacy and 
granting Zug a greater level of political autonomy. Through the trials and tribulations of the 
Reformation, Zug found itself at the borders once more, this time upon the precipice of Zwingli’s 
Reformed movement based out of rapidly urbanizing Zürich. Over the course of two centuries, 
the entrenchment of Zug as a Catholic space at the edge of Protestant coincided with the rising 
fear of witchcraft and an explosion of witch trials held within the canton. 
  It was upon this canvas that the lower-status women whose lives were caught up in the 
1737 trial painted their narratives of witchcraft. The stories of witchcraft constructed by the 
accused were the product of this bordered world. Witchcraft itself was a crime of borders, 
straddling the edge of fantasy and reality, where real anxieties and terrors transcended the 
supernatural world and upper-status demonologies met lower-status magical belief through 
interrogation and confession.265 Further, the real spaces associated with the crime of witchcraft 
through the confessions of the accused existed at the margins of Zug itself. The narratives 
produced by the accused throughout the process of temptation and fall were intrinsically tied to 
geographic spaces at the edge of the known world, where fear and anxiety could take root. From 
                                                 
265 Roper, Witch Craze, 106-107; Bever, The Realities of Witchcraft and Popular Magic in Early Modern Europe, 
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the Meilacher forest, where many of the accused confessed to first giving themselves to the Devil 
and renouncing Christ, to the Kloster Maria Opferung where the mysterious death of cattle was 
attributed to maleficia, to the women’s ultimate execution behind the Schutzengel Church, the 
spaces of the trial were perennially tied to the borders of the women’s existence. Further, when 
examined from beyond the cantonal borders, the narratives of witchcraft are similarly tied to 
marginal spaces, existing at both topographical and confessional borders, demonstrating the 
breadth of this fear associated with the margins of the world. Places such as Margareth’s 
unnamed Bernese village deep in Protestant territory and the hills of Erlosen were sites of 
suspicion and fear, where narratives of diabolical temptation and intervention could flourish 
beyond the margins of Zug’s local Catholic conceptions. 
  While the trial documents provide a glimpse into the interrelationship between space and 
the mentalités surrounding magic in Zug, the records also provide a glimpse into the realities of 
the world of lower-status women. In examining the spaces that the women mentioned across the 
act of confession, we are afforded a glimpse into their lives, an opportunity to understand the 
geographic extent of their cosmos, and a deeper understanding of their identities. Utilizing GIS 
software and the new methodology of archival source mapping, the world of the women is made 
clear upon the landscape. By organizing and visualizing the places that were mentioned by the 
women across their trial narratives, patterns can be drawn through spatial analysis. While the 
maps make clear that the women’s narratives were intrinsically tied to the city of Zug and the 
spaces that surround it, further details become clear as the boundaries of these women’s cosmos 
were drawn and visualized. The trial narratives were bound intrinsically by confession, language, 
and the foundations of a regional identity, as the places explored by the women were nearly 
exclusively in Catholic, German-speaking regions of central Switzerland. Such patterns point 
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toward an overarching sense of identity, in which the women standing on trial for witchcraft used 
their last moments of agency to recreate a vision of their known world in which the lines 
between reality and fantasy were blurred. In examining these trial records, when viewed beyond 
the fantasy on the surface, the realities of their world come to life with their identity as Catholic 
women taking centre stage throughout their spatial narratives. Through these trial documents, we 
are afforded an opportunity to see one perspective on the complexities of their world, and their 
relationship with both real and imagined spaces. 
  The examination of the 1737 Zug witch trial and the people whose lives it consumed 
creates more questions, laying bare a number of gaps in historical knowledge. Most notably 
perhaps is the dearth of historical studies examining the lives of common women living in the 
German-speaking lands of Switzerland and the Holy Roman Empire, in particular focusing on 
the ways that they saw and interacted with the world around them. While upper-status women 
and female members of religious orders are well-documented, with their worlds and mentalités 
explored in numerous historical studies, lower-status women of the early modern period do not 
share the same level of study.266 Further, witchcraft studies, while a flourishing field of historical 
analysis, has several gaps in its literature. Despite a renaissance in placing the “witch” at the 
centre of the research, full examinations of their narratives and how they relate to the world 
around them are rare.267 Often the accused is viewed solely from the conceptual level and how 
                                                 
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their stories fit within existing narratives and concepts of what a witch should be, but these 
analyses miss examining the stories themselves and how we can see the faintest glimmer of the 
women themselves beneath the surface froth. By examining the woman and not the witch, we are 
afforded a glimpse into the lost world of lower-status women living in the early modern period. 
  However, finding the woman beneath the witch leads to even further questions and gaps 
in the historical literature. This study took a single aspect of these women’s lives, space, and 
explored it through the lenses of religion, language, and local identity, applying concepts of 
fantasy and reality, the interrelationship between these concepts and their identity as women 
remains unclear beneath the surface froth. Examining the 1737 trial from a gendered perspective 
creates a number of important questions. How did their womanhood impact their interactions 
with the world around them? How were Swiss society’s concepts of gender in the early modern 
period reflected in both the trial documents and their discussions of space? How did early 
modern Swiss Catholic women express their agency? Due to the limitations of this thesis both 
internal and external, these questions will form the foundation of future examinations of the 1737 
witch trial and other trials in Zug and abroad. 
  Finally, returning once more to Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie’s analogy of the microscope, 
the present study took but a single drop of water among an infinity of drops and held it under the 
lens of a microscope, revealing a vast level of complexity hidden within a single witch trial. 
However, witch trials were not isolated to 1737, nor to Zug itself. Within each recorded witch 
trial are the narratives of a man, woman, or child, who had their own unique understanding of the 
complex world around them. While the 1737 Zug trial makes for a fascinating independent case 
study, the thousands of other trials held across the lands of Switzerland and the Holy Roman 
Empire could provide similar valuable insight into the mentalités of common people living in the 
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confessionally fractured world. In examining more of these trials from a variety of different 
locations, the patterns exhibited in Zug’s 1737 trial can be examined from more perspectives, 
providing further narratives about the relationship between space, place, witchcraft, and common 
people during this era. For all its intricacy and complexity, the story of the 1737 trial in Zug and 
the spatial narratives that were drawn by the accused across the landscape are but a single thread 
in a complex tapestry, providing historians with a mere glimpse into the mentalités and the 
cosmos of the common women of eighteenth-century Switzerland through the fantasies that 
ultimately claimed their lives. 
   
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